


Pyengyang, Korea January 1, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

A Happy New Year, Dearest, with a heart full of love for you. How I love to think about
you and how my heart thrills at the thought of you. I think so often, dearest of the first

time I was away from you after we knew we loved each other. My heart longs for you
just as it did then, only more so, and I find it jumping joyously at the thought of you just
as it did then. I'll never get over being your lover, dearest, even if I am also your
husband. May the new year bring you all joy, completed, restored health and to us both
a joyful visit with loved ones.

This has been such a busy day - with study, calls, station meeting much of the
afternoon and prayer meeting tonight. The men for the class poured in today by the

score - how many I am sure I know not. Ten came from far off Tek Chun - a dozen or

more from the North - and men from everywhere. I think men from nearly every church
I have were at prayer meeting tonight. So-On-Morl & Mi-Rim are both well represented,
Han being in.

Dr. Wells got in this afternoon. Mr. Whittemore has gone to Syen Chun. The
men from the north are nearly heart-broken over the great loss.

Class begins tomorrow and I must be off to bed with only this short message.
Heung-Nak brought the enclosed letter for you today. Have you any idea how I am
longing for your message of love from Honolulu? I am just as impatient as I can be.

How glad I will be when the American letters begin to come regularly. Love to father &
mother.

Your loving husband,

Sam

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea January 2, 1902 S.A. Moffett

Alice, My own dearest:

We are in the midst of the class today and from now on we will be busy indeed.
The men have swarmed in -

1 do not know in what numbers. My own country churches
have sent in 120 and more to come. Three men came from Gensan [Wonsan] today.
More are here this year from Whang Hai and Mr. Swallen is delighted. Everything
began favorably today and all points to a rich blessing. Two classes in Sarang and two
in the Academy - all rooms being pretty well filled. Elder Kim is kept at home by pretty
serious illness of his wife. Am sending Quen-si over tomorrow to help take care of her.

Quen-si wants to know when a letter from you will come. She says she wants to hear
that your [body] is all ct Tl [healthy]. So do I

- so we are all impatiently waiting.

If I had known how impatient I would be I should have arranged to have you cable even
if [it] did seem like squandering money. It is a long time till Feb’y 1st and I cannot hear
from you before then.

Mr. Whittemore has gone to Syen Chun and Dr. Wells reports that he
(Whittemore) is pretty confident he will come down with varioloid or small pox and so he
intends to come down here from Syen Chun - where he can be in the hospital & get
better care. Dr. does not think he will take it and we all continue to hope he will not. My
second vaccination is not taking - so I will hope I am immune at present. Just found out

today for whom those rheumatism tablets were intended. Miss Howell now has them.

Very little news reaches us from the outside world these days and aside from our
regular budget of items of successful development of the work all around we hear little

from the Koreans. A new governor has come - said to be a Conservative who intends

oppressing the people greatly and who expects to make the Christians contribute for the

relief of the poor!! Every moment is occupied these days and it is now late. I’m off to

bed.

Wish I could tell you how much I love you tonight but as I cannot you’ll have to

take it “on faith”.

Dearest, send me letters just as often as you can. You don’t know how hungry I

am for your love and some message from you. Love to father & mother.

Your own
Sam

I am appointed to write the Board this month.

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea January 4, 1902 [should be January 3rd] S.A. Moffett

Well dearest -

Just a few more words today to tell you the same old story of Whiligers.

The class seems to be going on all right. I am teaching the subject of sin and
find an hour a day pretty short time in which to do it.

Next week we observe Week of Prayer in Korean Church and also among
foreigners. As last year when the church was smaller the men this year overrun their

side and during the class we will have to put the Helpers & Leaders on the pulpit

platform and some of the boys on the women’s side.

I see Yon-hi and Pong-nai coming in just now for an organ lesson. Mrs. Blair

expects to begin with them now. More snow has come -
1 think we have more than I

have ever seen in P.Y. before. Weather moderated a little yesterday but it is cold again

today - but bright & clear.

Am wondering what you are doing and when you go to the Sanitarium for

treatment and how much treatment you will have to undergo? how hard it will be? and a

good many other things. You are constantly in my prayers - dearest - as I long to hear

that you are better and not in pain. You have been so patient under all your suffering

that I hope now you are to be strong & well again.

All my love goes to you with this.

Your own

“Sambo"

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea January 4, 1902 S.A. Moffett

Alice My Dearest:

I dated yesterday's letter the 4th instead of 3rd by mistake - this is today’s letter.

What a busy day! Saturday when the class had a chance to get at us and how they did
come in. The conference this morning showed that the big Sarang [a detached room for

entertaining male guests] even is too small - so next Saturday we hold the conference in

the big church. What are we coming to? Today the courier who went to Syen Chun
with letters to Mrs. Leek came back bringing letters from them all. Mrs. Leek is bearing
up beautifully and is evidently sustained by the prayers of all. Her mother’s address is:

Mrs. C.E. Oakley, Buffalo, Minn, and Mr. Leek's mother is Mrs. Henry Leek, Owatonna,
Minn. A letter from Mr. Whittemore from 50 li this side of Syen Chun says he was all

right so far and so we can have every hope that he is not infected.

Have been busy all evening writing to Dr. Sharrocks about Mr. Leek’s passport,

insurance policy, etc. etc. He is talking with Miss Snook about a place for catechumen
class (church is too cold - everywhere else is too small) and have concluded to try the

inner quarters at the book room in city if it proves large enough, until warmer weather
makes the church available. This may be a small letter today - but it carries more love

than I ever gave you before for the simple reason that I love you more today than ever
before. Only 6 more days and I can expect a Honolulu letter.

Lovingly your own

Sam

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyongyang, Korea

Alice my own dearest:

January 6, 1902 S.A. Moffett

Yesterday was a great day in the big church - crowded full, platforms and all - the

attendance upon the class making a big addition to the congregation. We had to put the boys on

the women’s side and even then had a few men on that side. Mr. Bernheisel & Mr. Blair counted

the men as they went out of the gates - so we have the first real count of attendance. There were

863 men. There were certainly over 100 boys on the women’s side - which will make about 1000

males and the women we estimate at fully 500 - so I think we are safe in saying the building

crowded will hold 1500 and that we had that many this Sabbath.

More men are in for the class - Mr. Moore’s helper and some from Underwood’s Whang

Hai section - so that it is the most representative class yet held.

In foreign church yesterday Dr. McGill preached for us. He & Mr. Noble started for Seoul

today [Methodist missionaries] and Dr. McGill will come back here with his family when the river

opens - taking the unoccupied part of the Lee house until Lee’s return or until we may want it. We
retain control of it and charge him nothing.

Yesterday the mail came bringing several letters for you - chief of which you will find to be

that of Dr. Phelps (“Josephine”), announcing her engagement. Wedding cards also from Miss

Ackles now Mrs. .

Poor Seoul station - everything goes against it. In order to get Miss Ackles they gave up

Miss Snook and now have neither. What a good thing for the work, tho - that Miss Ackles was not

appointed to Syen Chun. With Mrs. Ogilvey’s letter came a lace tie as a Christmas present. I am

not sending it - but will put it with your gloves, etc. I also enclose the postal from Mrs. Hall. Of

course there was no mail from your home this time as they were awaiting the cable news as to

whether both of us were coming. I hope to get a letter on the next mail - the one leaving San

Francisco Dec. 1 1 . Two letters from the Board deal with Annual Meeting questions - and show no

disposition to give up Fusan. Dr. Ellinwood writes highly approving the decision to put but one

physician in the Seoul Hospital. I enclose also letters from ^I'o cJ
A

l[ Kim-si from the village

outside the wall], from Mrs. Sharrocks & Miss Chase, all of which you will be interested in.

You will feel as tho you had a regular Korean mail when you receive this lot of them.

When I send you too much mail - just let me know.

I started ^ A
l [Won-si] today clearing up my study and she is getting the dust out and

putting everything back just where it was. Now are you not glad to know that I have a streak for

cleanliness in my study?

Dearest, I want to talk with you & to you and to look into your face and see the answer in

your eyes. Letter writing is not half satisfactory enough - especially when I have to write for a full

month and get no response. It will be “great” when I begin to get your letters. Am busy as can be

and men are often here every moment the class is not in session - many are waiting now - so

good bye with all my love - As Ever

Your own lover,

“Sambo”

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea January 7, 1902 S.A. Moffett

My Dearest:

Another big snow storm today: It has been snowing steadily for hours and is piling

it up higher & higher on what was already as deep a snow as I have seen here. The cold

weather, too, has kept up pretty steadily altho the extreme cold has moderated.

I am playing off today - am not very well and am trying to get in better shape. I

woke up this morning feeling heavy and dull as tho I had been sleeping in a close room.
When I started to get up I found myself dizzy and ready to faint - so I laid down again.

After several attempts I dressed and went to breakfast - pretty white and decidedly

uncomfortable. Concluded I was not well so went back to my room and laid down again.

Gave up my class and sent a note to Dr. Wells - who immediately asked me what meat I

had eaten and when I told him we had canned mutton for supper last night - he said -

1

thought so - you probably had “ptomaines" in it. He gave me a couple of tablets and in a

couple of hours I sat up - all over the dizzy spell but with an uncomfortable feeling in my
head. Now I am trying to do nothing, but it is hard work - as you know . Now you have the

history of my indisposition. Expect to be at work tomorrow - all well - and hope to finish

up the class without getting down again. Am glad I am to have the rest this summer - for I

have about come to the conclusion that I need it.

How much our “house people” think of us. They all came in to see me to see if

they could do anything for me and Heung-Nak hung around all morning wanting to give

me something to eat. I have Quen-si again and she is making herself useful looking up

the poor & sick and needy and comforting them. She did not suit Miss Snook & Miss

Henry - but she suits me, nevertheless.

This is the Week of Prayer. I wonder how you will observe it. How eager I am to

know what you are doing and how you are getting along. Isn’t it wonderful, dearest, how

when we once discovered it - our lives became so united that altho the distance between

us is so great - the heart knows no distance and is constantly following, longing for

fellowship & communion. The separation is teaching me a good many things - dearest -

the chief one being however that the one great longing of my heart is to have and hold &

keep and enjoy your precious love and to fill your own heart & life with a love that will

satisfy all your longing and make your life one full of joy. Our home life, dearest, has

been such a joy & satisfaction and I daily look upon the many reminders of your presence

here and this house becomes sacredly holy in its suggestions. I want to get home to the

loved ones there and want us to have our visit there - but I think I look forward even more

eagerly to the time when we shall get back here again and be in our home . Perhaps I do

not long to see you today - but I think I do, anyhow. Love to father and mother. Enclosed

are some more letters.

With all my love,

Your own Sam

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea

My Alice Dearest:

January 9, 1902 S.A. Moffett

am tap tap hao [uneasy] today and do long for you so. I suppose I am tiredand not feeling quite as well as I might - as is usual during the class and so a goodmany things bother me. If I just had you here to talk to me and set me right - all would

Today was my busiest day in the class - morning prayers and two classes in
morning - with preparation for two classes tomorrow - in the afternoon & tonight aside
from the numerous little items which have come in - also wrote first draft of letter to Dr.
Ellinwood. It is a fine class and much is being accomplished - and the work will be the
stronger for it.

Was too busy to go to Week of Prayer meeting - tonight have attended one
Korean & one foreign service and will try to get to another tomorrow night. I wonder
how you are spending the week - just how well or unwell you are and what you are
doing. My! how I long for news of you. It is pretty hard to wait in so much uncertainty
and not to know at all whether you are sick or well, whether you are under treatment or
not - and if you are how much you have to suffer and how you are getting along. It will

not be so hard when the letters begin to come but until then I find myself becoming
more & more impatient.

The Korea Review arrived today and from its news columns I should judge that
the famine in middle Korea had brought a good deal of suffering and that there will be
need for relief. We hear very little of it here as yet and our offerings this year are better
than last year. Will write more tomorrow. Good night, dearest, - with all my love,

Yours lovingly,

Sam

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea January 10, 1902 S.A. Moffett

Just a few words more - dearest - before mailing this letter -to jot down a few

items. Have just been over to Dr. & Mrs. Wells for dinner where we had a good chat.

The Korea Review announces that permission to build the Seoul Hospital on the

present site has been given - so I suppose the building will go up there. Now if we do

not succeed in selling the Chung Dong property everything in Seoul will settle back in its

old ruts again.

No word as yet from Mr. Whittemore - so apparently he is getting through the

quarantine period without infection. He does not expect to come down now, so we

understand. We are talking now of having both Mr. Swallen & Mr. Hunt go up to help in

their class.

Two reports have been received for you - one of Dr. Caldwell’s hospital and one

of Dr. Cattell’s. Shall I forward them to you or leave them here for you on your return?

On second thought — will send them - no harm done - even tho you may not care for

them there.

Class work for the week is now over. I am feeling a good deal better than I did

and now expect to get through all right. More men have been coming in and I suppose

over 400 are enrolled. Just what to do to provide for the teaching of all our people and

still look after the evangelistic work as it needs looking after I am sure I know not. That

is the problem which we must now face and solve .

How I wish I could have a good talk with you and say some of the many things I

cannot write.

Lovingly, Your own

Sam

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea

My Dearest Alice:

January 12, 1902 S.A. Moffett

It is such a
i

joy to turn to my writing pad and putting aside all other thoughts for a while let mvmind run on thoughts of you and what you will want to know of the day's doings. I find however that
o en just sit and think - looking at your photograph. Well - dearest - it does me a world of qood to

think about you and just to love you.

Another full day - men in early in the morning for talk - conference from 1 0 to 1 2. Weighing
coal & settling accounts until dinner - meeting with leaders from 3 until 4:30 - mail & a hurried
business letter or two until supper - straightening out of some accounts and an outline of work for
Sabbath - announcements for next week - another short attempt on the letter to Dr. Ellinwood and
now it is about bed time.

Quen-si came in last night after prayer meeting to tell me of her trips among the women -

finding some needy ones, some backslidden ones - a great deal of misery and many glad to receive
sympathy & comfort. She enjoys the work. I had her take some custard over to Kim’s wife who is
better but needs nourishing food.

What a prayer meeting we had again last night -
1 had 3 men speak - one man to lead in

prayer after each short address. Well it was interesting to see the zeal of the people in their desire
to pray. Four men rose at once and three started to pray - the loudest-voiced one of course soon
being left to go on alone. It was a live prayer meeting certainly and as the subject was foreign
missions it was a great thing for me to sit there and hear these people talk about the necessity of
sending the news to those in darkness and to pray for the removal of the danger to the lives of
missionaries - when only 8 years ago this month I baptized the first 7 men in this city and less than 8
years ago was in danger of my life at the hands of many who were in the meeting last night. What
hath God wrought!! is certainly the exclamation which comes to our lips.

Yesterday the Board of Missions decided to send out 3 missionaries - one of them to have
as part of his work the visiting of the Koreans who have crossed over into China - living in the valleys
beyond the Yalu. This is bordering on Foreign Missions, isn’t it? At the present rate a few more
years will see this movement starting south to take this whole land for Christ and I believe if it comes
it will move forward with the irresistible momentum which will carry through the whole country. I

want to talk to you about it all but cannot.

Two other items of interest to me. My vaccination is taking - the first two did not - the third

one is.

Mr. Blair insists that I can sing - so he makes me sing alone sometimes in training the people
before prayer meeting - and he and I sing together on some of the stanzas - just imagine me please
as singing solos and in duets. Oh - yes -

1 am doing lots of things while you are away. Among
others I am letting my hair grow and it is nearly long enough to braid now. I forget all about it and
anyhow have no time to get it cut.

Well, dearest, with all my love, Good Night. I am

Your own husband

Sam

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea January 13, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

Rev. F.F. Ellinwood

156 Fifth Ave. New York City

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

It falls to me to write the station letter this month and I shall combine with it a

personal letter which I had intended to write at this time. I deeply appreciate your letter

to Mrs. Moffett & me about our short furlough this coming summer and thank the Board

for the permission and you for your kind words in connection with it. Much to our regret

Mrs. Moffett has been compelled to go before the Spring, she having been taken sick

very unexpectedly in September so that the physicians advised her going at once. I am
glad that I can remain here through the winter and also that I can join her at home in the

Spring for I find that I too greatly need a rest. The fact is that our whole force here is

over-worked for we certainly have an unusual situation to face so that with the ever-

increasing opportunities for advancement and the ever-increasing volume of work to be

looked after and properly developed we are on a strain all the time, trying to compass

more than it is possible for us to do.

Just now we are sorrowfully stricken by the death of Mr. Leek, who had so greatly

endeared himself to us all and who had so enthusiastically and successfully entered

upon his work in the North. Fie seemed to be preeminently the man needed there, -

gifted, consecrated & zealous and a man of unusually fine spirit, - cheerful and helpful,

so that aside from our own personal sorrow, our disappointment as we think of the work

in the North is a very keen one. Just before the news of his sickness I received letters

from Syen Chun telling of his reports from the far North. One writes: “Mr. Leek must

write the account himself of his northern trip but notes received from him speak

glowingly of his experiences. Fie and FHelper Nyang [Yang] are finding believers

scattered and in groups all along the way, ‘on every bush and tree’, to quote Mr. Ross.

They had received 47 catechumens and find many ready for baptism. Mr. Leek says he

is having the experience of his life and we do not wonder at his enthusiasm.” Another

writes: “Mr. Leek sends back glowing reports of his trip. While he was at Cho San 13

Koreans from over the border in China came over to see him and he received them all

as catechumens and says they were all strong men. They belong to a group of forty."

Fie was covering new territory that is territory heretofore visited only by Korean

Christians and Flelpers.

The Koreans will feel his loss very keenly for he had won a large place in their

hearts. Fie had led our singing here all last year and had given lessons during the

Training Classes both here and in Syen Chun last winter so that even before he had

much of the language he had sung the gospel into many of them. When news of his

death came many of them came to me with tears in their eyes expressing their great

sorrow. Flelper Nyang, who is now here attending our class, is almost heart-broken

over the great loss to the work which is so promising and so greatly in need of

oversight. Flow we shall provide for the work I know not, but I do most earnestly urge

that without delay a strong man be sent to prepare to take Mr. Leek’s place.

In our own station the narrative for the past month shows continued progress

along all lines. Country trips have been taken by all of the men in the station and by

four of the ladies: Mrs. FHunt, Miss Best, Miss Snook and Mrs. Blair. Emphasis has been
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laid upon Training Class work both for men and women. Both Miss Best and Mrs. Hunt

report two good country classes each for the women, while the regular Fall Training

Class for the whole station brought together one hundred country women and sixty-six

of the city women, giving us the largest class ever held. Mrs. Swallen reports it also as

the best class we have had.

Mr. Hunt and Mr. Swallen have been out almost all the time from the middle of

October until Christmas. They have been holding classes, preaching, supervising the

work and examining candidates. Progress in the establishment of day schools is noted

and among them Mr. Hunt reports a good school for girls in one of his country churches.

This makes the third school for girls outside of the city.

The Academy opened with 30 pupils and is steadily developing in efficiency.

More & more it is demanding time and attention. The eagerness of this people for

Biblical instruction is a marvel and a delight to us. Women have traveled on foot 35 and

60 miles to attend country classes and over 100 miles for the city class while the men
will gather in groups of from 20 to 100 at any point at which we will arrange for a class.

Just at present more than 400 of them have gathered from all over the country to attend

our regular Winter Training Class now in session.

The narrative also shows an advance over last year in the amounts being raised

for the support of Helpers and Evangelists and this notwithstanding the fact that some
sections are seriously affected by the famine. Several new groups are reported and

many more might be established and enrolled had we the time to follow up the work of

the Koreans. The combined reports this month show 78 adults and 10 infants added to

the roll of baptized members while 194 have been added to the catechumenate in the

country churches.

The new missionaries soon get into the work here, even while learning the

language. Mr. Bernheisel in his second year is visiting churches and with a Korean

Helper receiving catechumens and enrolling new groups in two counties which no

missionary has heretofore been able to visit. In one of the older churches he reports 40

of the enrolled catechumens ready for examination for baptism.

Miss Snook assisted Miss Best in her country class, giving singing lessons. Here

in the city she has a weekly class for catechumens and with Miss Henry teaches singing

to the boys of the city schools. Mr. & Mrs. Blair have had their first country trips where

they too assisted by giving music lessons. Mrs. Blair has a class of girls here while Mr.

Blair is very appreciably improving the singing of the city congregation by a service of

song before the Wednesday night prayer-meeting. In this way all are being brought into

touch with the people and the work and receive an inspiration from [it] as well as

becoming a factor in the growth of the church. Miss Chase also gave us assistance as

she went through on her way to Syen Chun. She arrived here just in time to take a

class in the Women’s Training Class. She also spent a Sabbath on the road with a new

group just started in the large city of An Ju - holding three meetings with the women and
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meeting thus over 90 of them. The fact is there is so much to do here and it is such a

busy bee hive that old comers and new comers and visitors, foreigners and Koreans

soon find work to do.

Our congregations in the city church this year have been an inspiration. We built

our big city church none too soon for the ordinary congregation nearly always fills it and

with the class in session it is packed and crowded. Last Sabbath we had to put the

boys on the women’s side, fill the pulpit platform with men and seat the people just as

close as they could get together - all on the floor - so that we were able to crowd into it

1 500 people. Reading in one of the home papers about our prayer-meeting with 1 000

in attendance I was afraid some one had exaggerated slightly - but it is no exaggeration

now. There were over 1000 at the last meeting, and during the week of prayer -

notwithstanding the deep snow and the great cold, each night showed an attendance

over a thousand.

I write this for two reasons: 1st - it is an inspiration to us and a great

encouragement and I think we ought to share with you the joy and the inspiration even

though we may seem to be too jubilant and too much inclined to write about the bright

things only and thus also seem to exaggerate somewhat the progress of the work. The

second reason is to call attention to the peculiar situation we are trying to meet. I am
quite sure we do not exaggerate and I am equally sure that one not here cannot get a

real insight into the marvelous development of the work here in these few years. We
cannot fully report the great volume of work which presses upon us as we try to train,

develop, instruct and organize the Church so as to lead it on to higher attainments and

as we try at the same time to take advantage of our wonderful opportunities for

evangelistic work in the more widespread growth of the work.

There are weak spots in the work, necessarily so, but we are striving to

overcome them and to establish the Church on a strong basis. To do this we must put a

great deal of time and energy into classes for instruction - in fact all our time might be

spent in this work and the Church would receive no more instruction than it needs and

asks for. But we must not wholly neglect our present opportunity for the establishment

of new groups of believers and for the more wide-spread proclamation of the gospel

while the people are in a receptive frame of mind. Work as energetically as we possibly

can, yet there are many groups that receive but one visit a year, there are already

hundreds and hundreds of catechumens awaiting examination for baptism, scores of

groups begging for classes for instruction and the whole work needing constant

oversight - all the Helper Leaders needing instruction, advice & training and a whole

host of questions demanding time & thought, so that while we enthusiastically rejoice

and praise the Lord for it all - yet at times we are appalled at the magnitude of the work

and our inability to compass it. We must soon put upon some of the Koreans a part of

the responsibility in administering the affairs of the Church. Of course we have done so

already in so far as we can commit matters to unordained men. We are now trying to

prepare a few men for ordination but at best it will be several years before we shall feel

that they are ready for ordination. We cannot expect many more missionaries in this
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Northern section of Korea and I think that if we can get those we have asked for this

year in addition to some one to fill Mr. Leek’s place we shall not need to ask for any

more but will then be in position to rely upon Koreans to look after the further

enlargement of the work, while more & more we give our time to the more thorough

instruction in training class work and to the supervision of and cooperation with the

Korean pastors and evangelists.

Now, however, we do need all the men asked for and I earnestly hope you may
see your way clear to send them and also to grant us appropriations for at least two

houses here in Pyengyang. With the removal of the Syen Chun people we have not a

large station when the volume of the work to be done is taken into consideration. When
Mr. Lee returns and is in his house we shall be crowded - being dependent upon his

and our guest houses - (which we put up ourselves) for quarters for part of our force -

but these we shall need for the new missionaries expected. We need at once a house

for Mr. & Mrs. Blair and one for the two single ladies, Miss Snook & Miss Henry.

I do not want to ask for anything at the expense of other stations equally needy

and I know that both Syen Chun and Seoul need men and houses but I do hope that the

peculiarly rapidly developing work and the present great opportunities in Korea may
lead the Church to provide liberally for us in Korea just now.

We regret the serious loss occasioned by Mr. Moore’s enforced return to America

and Miss Ackles withdrawal from her appointment. These, with Mr. Leek's death, have

weakened the Mission very much. Beside the filling of these vacancies we ask this year

for but four men and four single ladies and this year I think all of them are urgently

needed.

With kindest regards and continued prayers for your health

Very Sincerely Yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

P.S. If Mr. Lee has not yet been to New York or if you have not yet had a conference

with him I most earnestly hope that you will do so before he returns from his furlo.

S.A.M.

(from microfilm reel #280, Vol. 232, letter #7)



Pyengyang, Korea

My own Precious Girlie:

January 13, 1902 S.A. Moffett

My heart just keeps getting fuller & fuller of love for you and an intense longing

for another message keeps me counting the days until the Honolulu message comes. A
mail is in - the first paper coming by Japanese postman this morning - but it cannot

bring the Honolulu letters. The next one, however, will doubtless do it and then I shall

be happy - no happier for I am always happy in the consciousness that you love me.

How profoundly such a love affects one’s life! You do not know all it is doing for me
these days nor how much I long to tell you some of the many inner thoughts of my heart

& life. I know one thing that comes to me over & over again and that is the wish that in

our 3 years together I had been just exactly such an one as you would have wanted me
to be and that there had been nothing that we could regret - Well dearest - just wait until

I get home to you and you will find me a model husband - yes you will - and you need

not laugh over my good resolutions.

My dearest - every day & hour is full of holiest thought of you and most beautiful

and happy recollections of your presence in this home and in my life.

Last night we sang some of your favorite hymns and oh! how I did wish you could

be here to lead them.

Yesterday was the Sabbath - and oh - such a crowd as there was at church and

what an inspiration it was. Mr. Blair is quite appreciably improving their singing. We
had to put all the old men on the women’s side - then have the men stand up, move
forward & sit down again so as to make more room. They wedged in like sardines. Dr.

Wells came a little late & in trying to make his way through them could not find any

place for his feet - so he said he just stepped on the people in making his way between

their shoulders. It really is getting to be fun to write about our crowds of people.

The weather has moderated & it is more comfortable. The snow still covers the

ground, however, and is pretty deep.

In writing letters do not forget that some mail comes out here via Tacoma &

Vancouver so do not always wait for the San Francisco steamers.

Once again, dearest, with all my love

Your own

Sambo

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea Monday evening January 13, 1902 S.A. Moffett

Alice dearest:

Just a little chat with you to tell you that according to G.J. Romanes I have the
two most precious things in life - faith and love. Have just read this statement of his and
right he is. How thankful I am for the gift of faith in God & His Word - both the incarnate
Word and the written Word and how grateful I am for love, both the divine and the
human which, of all things human, most nearly approaches the Divine. With faith in
God and your love, certainly I have the two most precious things in life.

Good night, my Dearest.

Sam

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyongyang, Korea

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

January 14, 1902 S.A. Moffett

I take this occasion to refer to the subject mentioned in your letters to Mr. Baird and me
viz; the early conversion of children and their early reception into the Church.

I have for years had very strong convictions that the children of Christian parents ought to

grow up never knowing anything other than to love and serve the Lord and that they ought always
to be taught to know and accept the fact that in virtue of the Covenant because of which they
have been baptized they are already members of the Church and that they ought from earliest

years look forward to coming to the Lord’s Table just as soon as they have grown into a
conception of its true meaning. Certainly Presbyterians are thoroughly inconsistent when they

talk about baptized children “joining the Church”. They are already members of the Church and
their public confession of their faith when they come to partake of the Sacrament of the Lord’s

Supper should be a very different thing from the Confession of Christ and the baptism of those

who are received into the Church.

I was greatly interested in your statements about the early conversion of the young and
the great importance of leading the scholars in the day schools to a profession of their faith in

Christ. I too came to a conscious personal conviction of sin and acceptance of Christ when I was
eleven years of age and was then allowed to make profession and come to the Lord’s Table and I

have always thought that children of the Covenant should be encouraged so to do.

Our practice here has been to receive the children as catechumens, they being expected

from that time on to lead a Christian life and to believe themselves to be accepted in Christ. We
have also received a great many of these into the Church, baptizing them when they have
seemed to reach a true idea of the meaning of repentance and faith and the import of the Lord’s

Supper.

Where children have been trained in Christian day schools and have been under Christian

influences for several years I think we should expect them to accept Christ and make public

confession of their faith - just as we do in the case of those who are trained in Christian homes.

The fact that here in Korea our evangelistic work has been made to precede the

educational, gives us in all our schools the peculiar condition of having very few scholars who are

not professing Christians - i.e. - either members of the Church, catechumens or children of

Christians. Every pupil in our Academy is a professing Christian -so that our work in our schools

is that of training the scholars in the Christian life, leading them to deeper convictions and higher

attainments.

Your letter came just in time to be made use of in one of our conferences with the Training

Class and both Mr. Baird & I took the occasion to enforce the points you presented - the subject of

the Conference being Schools & Scholars. I hope your letter may bear fruit in many of the

Mission fields and be the means of leading teachers to greater efforts for and more faith in the

possibility of the early conversion of their scholars.

With kindest greetings & regards.

Very Sincerely Yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from microfilm reel #280. Vol. 232, letter #6)



Pyengyang, Korea January 14, 1902 S.A. Moffett

Alice Dearest:

More than busy today but I have time for the Whiliger message.

News from Syen Chun says Mr. Whittemore is all well. After his return he had
one very sick day with many symptoms of smallpox but was better next day and is now
all right. Mrs. Leek thinks some of going home on the first boat leaving Chinnampo but

has not decided.

Nothing unusual here. I hear that Mrs. F.S. Miller is sick again and they may
have to go to Japan. I do hope not. What is to be done for re-enforcements for Korea?

Love to father & mother.

Lovingly, your husband

Sam

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea

My Dearest:

January 15, 1902 S.A. Moffett

What news today? Several items of interest. The catechumen class for womennow that it is regularly established again is growing in numbers. There were 30 women
besides the girls today. Last night the Com. of council met and put Yang Cho-si through
a ngid examination and approved his ordination as an elder. Also gave permission to

9

Mr. Swallen to take steps towards the election of a man in the Anak Kyo-Tong church
as elder & to Mr. Hunt to do the same in the Pong San Po Ri Too Kei church We aremoving forward slowly ‘tis sure but moving.

Today a Korean who has been a colporteur for 20 years in the Korean valleys in
Manchuria came in with a letter from Mr. Turley the B.&F.B.S. [British & Foreign Bible
Society] agent there. He was run out by the Boxers and is now living in North Korea.He is just in in time to get benefit of the class and get acquainted with & in touch with
our work & people.

Today we were invited to the Hunts for dinner and had a good social chat with
them and got a little relief from the great rush of work.

I finished my work with the 1st class today - continue on with the 2nd and beqin
work with the 3rd tomorrow. The class is a great success and is telling. Had a
conference with my helpers today and have arranged for about 15 classes throuqh the
country the next two months. I am to go to three of them - but two will be short ones
although I shall be out most all of the month of March, holding classes and visitino

’

churches. a

Finished and sent my letter to Dr. Ellinwood yesterday - one more thinq
accomplished in the midst of the rush.

Another two weeks will surely bring the Honolulu letter. Impatient for it - is not
the word which describes my feelings -

1 am hungry - starved - famished - and I wot not
what else. Am so glad we arranged a cable code. The mere fact that no cable comes
tells me that you are getting along fairly well at any rate and I am trusting that all is wellAm hoping that the mail due this or next week which left San F. Dec. 1 1 may brinq me
word that the cable message was received.

Always give my love to father & mother. I long to hear of their joy over your
home coming. All my love to you, dearest -

Your own
Sam

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea January 16, 1902 S.A. Moffett

Well - dearest -

Just a few words before going to bed to try to get rid of a headache tonight. The
weather is mild - snow is melting, roads are muddy and everyone feels wilted and all

things considered it has not been good weather for health so I have been fighting a
headache all day. In the midst of class work however I wrote a letter to Mother Moffett,
took a walk with Mr. Hunt and beside this did little except talk with a number of Koreans
at various times during the day. I had a good talk with Han Syek-Chin, who has been
going through a hard spiritual struggle but is seeking and getting grace. How I wish I

could give more time to helping many of these people who fall into sin, who have their
struggles and who need pastoral advice & sympathy. There is so much to do here and
there are so many hearts needing sympathy, love and help. Dearest, your love has
made me appreciate - oh so much more what a wonderful influence love & sympathy
have over one’s life and one’s spiritual life, too. My heart just fills with joy and gratitude
at the thought of you and the fact that you love me. It is going to be hard to wait until

April to start home to you - but I think I can stand it better when I begin to get some
messages from you. Send me just lots of them please for I am so hungry I can stand a
thousand. Good night - precious - all my love to you

Sam

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea

Hello Dearest

January 17, 1902 S.A. Moffett

Pretty nearly had a letter from you for have just been enjoying letters from Mother
Fish, Father Fish & Mother Moffett - all of them writing about you - which is next best
thing to having one from you. I did have one from you, too, for the Bulletin has your
Summer Tai Tong River letter in it and I have been reading it. I am happy - all right -

even if I do long for you more & more. Am hoping you got home on Christmas as a
Christmas present to your father & mother as they were hoping & expecting you would.
The prospect of your coming made them happy as of course I knew it would but ‘tis

good to have letters from them showing it. Now - aren't you glad I made up my mind
that the thing to do was to get you home and that I didn’t give you a chance to delay it. I

know you are and so am I even tho I do feel pretty lonely and lost without you. Oh,
dearest, you are a treasure that has made my life just as happy - even tho I can’t always
have you with me. What is the news today? Nothing very striking I think. Class work
has gone on all right & I am pretty tired - more than glad tomorrow is Saturday.

Tek-Ryongi (former cook) came in today from An Ju & came over to see me
tonight. He asked all about you with great interest. I had a good talk with him and tried
to help him to good resolutions.

Enclosed are some more Korean letters. Do you get too many of them?

All goes well - that is as well as can be with you absent. All my love to you in

anticipation of Honolulu letters by next mail.

Lovingly,

Sam

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea January 20, 1902 S.A. Moffett

Alice My Dearest:

Busier than ever each day and not feeling very well yesterday and today so I

hardly know what I have written and what there is I want to tell you. Yesterday was
another great day - fully 1600 people crowded into the church of whom not less -

probably more - than 600 partook of the Lord’s Supper. It was a most beautiful service
full of solemnity - a hush stealing over the whole great congregation. How I did enjoy
preaching to them on the subject of “The Ascended Christ" and how eagerly they took it

all in. After that service we had a good sermon in English from Mr. Blair with a fine

quartette from Mr. & Mrs. Blair, Mrs. Hunt & Mr. Bernheisel, and a solo from Miss
Howell. The strain of the class has been telling - so that last night I was about sick -

and did not sleep well - so this morning missed one class and took only two. The day
has been full of conferences - making plans for country classes - and outlining country
work, advising with this & that helper, leader & colporteur and seeing unofficial visitors

in addition. Added to everything else we had a station meeting tonight in which we
decided several things, mainly the following: to send both Mr. Swallen & Mr. Hunt to
Syen Chun for the class there; to advise sending Kim the Elder to help in the class in

Gensan; to appoint (elect) Mrs. Hunt, Miss Best, Mrs. Swallen and Mrs. Baird the Com.
on Spring class for women; to elect Mr. Baird, Mr. Swallen & Mr. Hunt the Com. on
Normal class; to appoint Mr. Baird to look after the city church during my absence in the
summer; to authorize Property Com. & special com. on Mr. Blair’s house to select site

and to purchase whatever land or house are necessary for it, etc., etc.

You will see that we have a good deal to think about in addition to the class. I

also got permission to use part of the Board’s appropriation for a helper in making up
the amount for two helpers in Pyengyang county, Han Syek-Chin to be put on in the
Eastern circuits. Two more days and the class will be over and we can start in on other
work. Last night Miss Snook, Miss Henry, the Blairs & I sat in the sitting room singing
hymns with violin & organ accompaniment. We sing almost every Sabbath night - that
is, the Blairs & I do and I always call for your favorite “Blessed Life” and then feel

homesick for you. It does me good to feel homesick for you - the more I have you in my
thoughts, the better I feel nevertheless.

Well, dearest - only five more days and I think I shall certainly have a letter from
you. What a joy it will be. How I have enjoyed reading & re-reading your father’s &
mother’s letters. Hope to get more next Sabbath. It is past bed-time and I must be off

to sleep - hoping to wake up better than I have been today.

With all my love, my precious

Your own “Sambo”

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea January 21, 1902 S.A. Moffett

My own Dearest:

Am just back from a most restful and pleasant evening with the Swallens - where
the Blairs & I took supper. What a relief to get one’s mind off of work and away from

work. I got rid of the headache which has been bothering me for 2 days and as

tomorrow is the last day of the class I hope to be all right again in another day or two.

Had a good long walk with Mr. Hunt and Dr. Wells before supper - took a little nap this

afternoon - some warburg tincture for a tonic and am drinking a bottle of grape juice.

You will see how careful I am and how well I am beginning to take care of myself. I

think I am a fine physician when I once realize that I am pretty nearly sick.

Plans for country work are going along beautifully and I shall have things in so

much better shape this year. Contributions to Helpers Fund are beyond my
expectations and so I am going to put on two extra ones - one in the district which Mr.

Bernheisel will take up and Han Syek-Chin on one in the Eastern part of Pyengyang

county. This will give me 4 helpers of my own in only about half the extent of territory

covered by but 3 last year - so you can see what an advantage I will have in looking

after the work. Now if the city church gives as I hope it will for finishing the building I

think I shall be pretty happy for another few months.

Mrs. Swallen wants Quen-Too’s mother to go to 2I^> [village outside the wall]

every Sabbath morning and I have told her to do whatever she wishes with her - so she

will divide up her class here and send her out there every Sabbath. The work there is

growing beautifully.

Could keep on writing indefinitely were I to tell you all the good things about the

work - but it is ten o’clock and I must get to sleep.

Don’t I wish I could have a talk with you and just look into your eyes and see your

love there. With all my love, Dearest

Your own husband

Sam

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Minneapolis, Minnesota

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:-

January 21, 1902 Graham Lee

When I left Korea I was appointed to attend this next General Assembly provided Dr.

Underwood did not do so. I am very anxious to attend a meeting of the Gen. Assembly.

Will you kindly inform me if you know whether or not Dr. Underwood intends to be there

and also - if I should be the representative of the Mission, would my expenses be paid?

Sincerely yours,

Graham Lee

[incorrectly dated in microfilm index as January 21, 1901]

(from microfilm reel #280, Vol. 231, letter #13, microfilm records of the Presbyterian

Historical Society, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania)



Taiku, Korea January 22, 1902 J.E. Adams

My Dear Moffett:

Ever since I heard of Mrs. Moffett’s going home I have intended writing to you

and giving you a brotherly grip of the hand. You have my fullest sympathy. I know
something of how it goes you know and I trust that the Lord will never think it necessary

to teach me His lessons in the same way again. Some of the lessons I learned thro

separation from my family & the illness of my wife and uncertainty of their ability to

return -
1 count among the most precious of my life. It was the first time that the Lord

had led & taught me by deprivation and chastening. But by it He taught me to put my
hand in His and walk His way in simple faith in a way I had never known before. It was
when His hand pressed hard that I first really experienced the loving tenderness of His

ways. I trust that through the trial you may have the same rich & blessed experience

that He vouchsafed to myself and that when all the good Master purposes through it

shall have been accomplished, He may bring Mrs. Moffett back again, strong and well to

you and to His service here.

I have been waiting patiently to hear something of the results of the Corn’s

investigation in the Hong Moon Si Kol [country] Church but as yet not even a rumor of

anything has come down to me. Do you know anything about it? I suppose you

stopped there on your return trip. The understanding was that the Seoul members were

to gather all the information they could meanwhile and when you came down the matter

should be taken up formally and investigated and settled.

I see that a Y.M.C.A. organization in Korea has been effected according to the

report of my old friend, D.W. Lyon, Y.M.C.A. Sec. In China. It is the first I have heard

of it. Where is it and what does it contemplate? I presume it will center in the

educational institutions as it has in China. But here in Korea we have none except the

Pai Chai and the Pyeng Yang Academy. Is it your policy to organize the Y.M.C.A. in the

Academy? I have always looked upon the city Y.M.C.A. as an instrumentality which the

Lord was compelled to raise up because of the church’s failure to do its proper work. I

know that there are much more substantial reasons for such organizations in an

educational institution when the fellows are not attached to the local church thro family

ties but are gathered from a wide territory, grouped by themselves, and for but

temporary residence. They may be said to need some such centrifying religious

organization among themselves both for their own spiritual life and for their Christian

usefulness. And yet it seems to me that under the peculiar conditions of a mission

institution (especially in this land where there are only two and so the good effect of

union is largely lost and only local considerations remain) more especially of an

institution of the character we are seeking to develope, these results should be, may be

- and will be best attained by being developed in the life of the institution itself. There is

moreover no reason at all why they should not be. The very thing in fact which we are

aiming at in our academy necessarily embodies what is the best fruit of the Y.M.C.A.

idea - At the present time an inter-institutional, independent organization is not what is

best calculated to attain these ends - but the constant persevering development of them
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through channels under the direct supervision and guidance of those in charge of the

school.

We were greatly shocked to hear of the death of Mr. Leek. It is a mysterious

providence. Whittemore will feel it deeply - most of all. Poor Mrs. Leek! What will she

do? The telegram telling of his death followed fast on the heels of the one first telling of

his sickness. We had a meeting to pray for his recovery and the native brethren also

remembered him in their Sunday services, but we shortly after heard of his death. God
moves in a mysterious way. I think it would be a good plan to reconsider our list of last

year and make the filling of his place take precedence of all other requests. Certainly a

colleague for Whittemore takes precedence over our request for single women and I

shall write Ellinwood to that effect.

This Winter’s Bible class was held the first of Jan. We had about fourteen in

attendance. Not so many as last year or as we had expected - but it was a very

profitable time for those who attended. Our people are again trying to raise money for a

school. It is a tough pull for them. The money is pledged however and now they are

hunting for a teacher. They find the proper man even harder to get than the money.

Last week I spent a couple of days in bed - bad cold - the first time in ten years that I

have spent a day in bed. Sidebotham was up here to help me with our class and I was

to have gone down there to help them but they changed their time until after the Korean

New Years so I may not go. At that time we are going to make our first attempt at a

women’s Bible class. There will probably not be more than three or four come in, but it

will be a beginning.

The city church here is not in a good way. The trouble is what I spoke of at the

Annual Meet. - too much building - & temporal interests. Remember us in your prayers.

With regards to all the brethren and sistern Yours in the Blessed work,

J.E. Adams

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea January 22, 1902 S.H. Moffett

My Dearest:

The class is closed - the farewell prayer meeting held tonight - conferences with -

I know not how many today - and only a few final matters to attend to tomorrow. It has

been a great class and much accomplished.

I have had a fine day today - no headache - all well and good spirits and will soon

be ready to start in on Pyengyang affairs. Received today a letter for you from India

which I enclose. Think you sent Dr. Caldwell word that you were going home earlier

than you expected so I will send no message. Possibly we may be going home at same

time.

It is too late tonight for a letter - only a message of love and greeting to father &

mother.

Your constant lover and husband

S.A. Moffett

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea January 23, 1902 S.A. Moffett

My Dearest Alice:

Another busy day, getting off colporteurs, class attendants, etc., among whom
were 6 men from far off Tak Chun whom I examined for baptism - that Mr. Bernheisel

may baptize them up there when he goes up in February.

Mail came today bringing a letter from your mother which I have enjoyed to the

full - but where is your Honolulu letter which ought to have come on same steamer?

Will it come tomorrow? How I hope it will! Do not think all the mail is in yet so I still lie

in hope. I shall not worry even tho one does not come for I shall know there was some

good reason why it did not get through and that the next steamer will bring one from

America.

Shanghai papers tell of the wreck of a San Rafael ferry on 30th Dec. with loss of

life. Am glad it was not on 27th or 28th for I should be wondering whether you had been

on it - but by the 30th you were certainly safely at home.

Weather has turned cold again - way below zero.

I must be off to bed, for I am tired again tonight - reaction from the class, I

suppose.

All my love to you, precious, and love to father & mother.

Your own

Sam

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea January 24, 1902 S.A. Moffett

My Dearest:

I am happy today in the receipt of your Honolulu letter and oh, how grateful I am
for the good voyage you had and for the improvement in your general health. Your
message has brought joy to many here - most of all to me who was just hungry for a
message of love. I am glad your fellow passengers were not so sociable but what you
had a chance to rest in quiet. Now if only you can break up those headaches and get
yourself in trim to build up nervously, what a great time we will have when I get home.

Busy as could be today - two classes in Academy - officers meeting all afternoon
and a social evening for discussion of question of opening a new station in Whang Hai
Do at Dr. Wells’ this evening.

Officers meeting showed necessity for having women & men meet separately out
here Sabbath evenings on account of lack of room in the “sarang" [Korean-style
reception room] - also showed women desirous of sending out another missionary
worker with a little help of 8 nyang a month from general treasury of church, and also
showed their willingness to have Elder Kim go to Gensan [Wonsan] to assist in the class
there. Steady advance seems to be the order of the day.

Tonight we had music - jokes - refreshments and quite a discussion which throws
some light on the subject [of opening the new station] but does not yet settle it either
way.

Now I long for another letter from the home and shall expect one or more each
mail. I feel better already for having the first one.

All my love is yours, dearest, and yours is everything to me.

Lovingly yours,

Sam

Your letter is my birthday present - 38 tomorrow

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea January 25, 1902 S.A. Moffett

My own Alice:

I am so much more content since I have your letter and know that you were
having a comfortable voyage and have the assurance that you reached home in better

health than when I left you in Nagasaki. Now I rest satisfied that I did not go on with you
but came back to the work here which certainly needs us all.

The class has given way to other work of all kinds and I am now preparing for the

examinations. I have over 150 to examine and just how it is all to be accomplished I

know not but I begin on it next Monday.

Took supper tonight with Mr. & Mrs. Hunt, the Blairs & the “young folk", all having

been invited to Miss Estey’s. It is quite evident that everyone is feeling overwhelmed by

the great volume of work which keeps pressing upon us and we are all looking out for

ways of easing the burden by getting Koreans to take as much as possible off our

hands.

I have Ki-Hoa (Lee’s boy) working for me in the mornings now that Chan-lk gives

all his mornings to Miss Henry. I give him 20 nyang a month for it and then for 1 .50

U.S. gold a month I save myself about an hour or so a day. Keep your eyes open at

home for labor-saving devices of all kinds and let us bring back with us a supply.

The class over, I find my pastoral duties coming on again. Had to spend an hour

or more settling a marriage complication this morning. Poor people - how many
troubles they have.

One-si is helping me look after the women and she enjoys it so that I am afraid I

am spoiling her for a house servant. Hoang-si is a little jewel in the house work and all

goes well.

I wonder what day I miss you most - Sabbath I believe, altho there is such a big

void each day that there is not much chance for it to be bigger. In three months I will be

on my way to you.

Pretty nearly forgot that this is my birthday, but so it is. Think I still have enough
mischief in me if I am 38.

Love to father & mother. It is 10:30 and I must be off to bed. I long to hear of

your movements & plans after reaching home. With all my love, dearest

Your own
Sam

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea January 27, 1902 S.A. Moffett

Well My Dearest Alice:

I have just finished a letter to Mother Moffett and now comes my daily scroll to

you which I love to write. The Sabbath was a great rest and I thoroughly enjoyed it. I

was surprised to see the church full even tho the class had gone. It was not jammed &

crowded and the pulpit platform was free again but the people were pretty closely

seated and no room to spare except a very little on the women’s side. Eleven or twelve

hundred people were there at any rate.

I appointed two newte4- [capable men] - Pak, the Academy teacher and Hoang,

the city school teacher who is a 2| o [village outside the wall] man. The latter was

appointed especially with a view to his looking after the 2| cj people. I dropped a few

catechumens, received some and announced the beginning of examinations for

baptism. There are about 150 or more to be examined and I began this morning

examining 13, of whom only two were postponed. One of these was not properly

observing the Sabbath, as with his brother who is an unbeliever, he sometimes attends

to business after church. The other a young man of 26 has no means of livelihood and

is living off his brother - so I told him he could be baptized after he properly observed

the 4th commandment and worked 6 days as well as rested on the Sabbath. I shall be

busy every day now for 10 days and then I go to Cho San for a class where I will have

another 40 or 50 to examine for baptism. By the time the next 3 months work is off I

shall be ready for a rest and I know I shall enjoy it.

At meeting of com[mittee] of council today the quarterly reports for all the north

showed 247 baptisms and 650 catechumens enrolled, so you can see the work is not

dropping back any as yet. Much as I long to be with you, dearest, and greatly as I feel

the loneliness without you I am thankful you were able to go on alone for I should not

like to have been absent from the work this winter. As it is, we are all overworked and

there is too much for us to compass and yet we are making steady progress. We are

still trying to have the council meet here next fall or at any rate in Seoul instead of

Chemulpo. We selected delegates to it today: Kil [Sun-Ju] if it is here, Kim [Ik-Du] if it

is not held here - then Yang, Pang, Yi Ki-Poong
[
°l=’l« ](Swallen’s helper) and Song.

If we have 7 delegates this year as we hope to, the other two are to be ^[An Joon] or

[Han Dk-YOng of the north - and ^ [Kang], my helper. I also got permission for

Kang to receive catechumens.

A letter came today from Mrs. Fischer which I enclose to you. I also send you

the draft she sent - for £1 1 .5.2 sterling. You can negotiate it there and deposit the

amount to your credit and I will pay out the amount here as she suggests. This will

either meet some of your needs or leave a larger sum with you for us to use when I get

home - and I will have so much the less to take home with me.

Concerning the Communion set which she so generously offers - would it do to

suggest that she let us have a Korean one made here - of Korean silver and she pay for
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it - whatever amount she will suggest? I will make some inquiries and write you again
soon as to probable cost. If it will not do to make the suggestion - just what had we
better do? You know Mr. Lee & I have rather set our hearts on having a Korean service
and I hope we can get it. And yet we certainly do not want to decline Mrs. Fischer’s
generous offer. We greatly need the service. We should need fully 8 cups and 8 plates
altho of course we could get along with only 4 each at first and have others made
afterwards if it were to cost too much to get them all at once.

I had a fine time yesterday reading the life of Chalmers. It did me great good.
What a mistake we make in reading so much periodical literature. I shall certainly abide
by my resolution from now on and read more good solid helpful books and less of the
current literature. Chalmers had a great struggle trying to get out of the 7th chapter of
Romans into the 8th. Have read only a few chapters but have been greatly helped
already and shall go on to even more helpful things.

Another mail coming tomorrow, they say, but I do not think it can bring any more
letters from you unless another one from Honolulu. Next Sabbath when another mail is
here your first San Francisco letter will probably be here to make me happy. Well,
dearest, I just want to say Whiligers three or four times - to look up at your photograph
and have my heart grow warm with thoughts of you and then I must be off to bed again.
Good night, my precious. How I long to hear you are well and getting along all right
under treatment. Love to father & mother.

Your own

“Sambo"

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea January 28, 1902 S.A. Moffett

My own Dearest:

This I think has been the very busiest day I have yet spent - not a moment to

spare from early morning until now about 10 o’clock at night. I examined 1 1 for baptism

this morning received several Korean callers and had a long talk with a man on Roman
Catholicism. He was seeking enlightenment. Wrote for a while this morning on the

article for Mr. Speer. Do not know what I shall be able to do on that line but expect to

put in some time on it every day now until I get it in shape - if that is possible.

This afternoon Mr. Morris came for a long talk on our relations with the M.E.

work, then came a long com. meeting making arrangements for the summer class and

just as we finished, supper was announced. After supper we all met at Mr. Swallens for

a “Social” & discussion of educational work. We had music, recitations and some long

talks on most important topics: school & academy work, training of helpers & theological

instruction were all discussed to great profit and the working out of our policy in our

work. Seoul schools & academy were also thought of.

We are soon to have another “Social” and discussion of arrangements for Annual

Meeting & have social discussions maintain the unity of our work and help to the

solution of many problems.

The result of the day’s work is of course that I am tired and my head is all in a

whirl - so am afraid I’ll not get a very good rest tonight. However, I have been so well

since my 3 days of headache last week that I feel in fine condition - ready for a good

deal of work. I do long to hear from you as to what your plans in America are. This

thing of carrying on a one-sided correspondence - great as is the joy of writing you

every day - is far from being thoroughly satisfactory and I want some of your letters to

answer. They will be here soon and then I’ll be happy. Do you get tired of the Whiligers

part of my letters? Well, if I thought you did I’d omit them - but you don’t and it just does

me lots of good to be able to write Whiligers every day and to think it many many times

a day.

Love to father & mother who I know are enjoying you to the full every day. With a

loving good night to you

Your own Husband,

Sam

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



H.G. UnderwoodNew York, New York January 28, 1 902
30 Vesey Street

Rev. F.F. Ellinwood, D.D., 156 5
th
Avenue, New York

My dear Dr. Ellinwood:-

Yours of the 27 ,h
in regard to the General Assembly to hand, and [I] would state

that my plans had been from April 1
st

I go west and I am due to speak in Chicago on the
2
nd Sunday in April, and west of that later, so that when the General Assembly meets I

shall have to come on from Chicago to New York City. I think that Mr. [Graham] Lee
should also be there, and I do think that it would be well for our Board to see that he
comes on. I do not know how the General Assembly rule stands, as I have not just
lately looked it up, but I believe that with the force that we have in Korea we certainly

ought to be entitled to two associate members of the General Assembly and if so, the
General Assembly should pay the expenses of both of us. If, however, they are not
prepared to do so, it does seem to me that it would pay the Board to pay Mr. Lee’s and
see to it that he is present at this Assembly. He is a fine speaker and has been doing a
fine work in Korea and would be able to tell much of the work in the North that I do not
know. Of course, I have seen something of it and have heard about it, but it would not
be the same as hearing from one direct from there.

If I might make a suggestion, I would suggest that the Board authorize Mr. Lee to

come on, and then when he is here it may be able to show the General Assembly that
he should be a delegate, and if two are allowed, then the Board would have no
expenses to pay, and if only one is allowed, the Board would assume that expense. I

think that by this means much good could be done.

Trusting that you are in better health,

Yours sincerely,

H.G. Underwood

(from microfilm reel #280, Vol. 231 (part 2), letter # between letters #13 and #14)



Pyengyang, Korea January 29, 1902 S. A. Moffett

My own Dearest Girlie:

Your second Honolulu letter came today and has made me happy again.
Everybody is so happy to hear the good news of you and when tonight at prayer
meeting I told them of your letter and its good news of improvement there was very
evident joy as was shown afterwards in the prayers and in the remarks of the many who
came up afterwards to express their pleasure. What a busy day this has been also.
Examinations for baptism all morning & then a rush to Dr. Folwells for dinner where I got
a real good rest & relief from the many Koreans always hanging about for a chance to
get at me here.

This afternoon work on church rolls and a com. meeting of Property com. & com.
on Mr. Blair’s house. Now what great plan do you suppose we evolved and are to
suggest to station for adoption next week? It is this - to buy up about everything in sight
that we do not own - in the way of fields & hills round about us. To buy the Hospital
Plant from itself and convert it into a Girl’s School with a residence for two ladies to be
built near it a little back towards Miss Best’s & Mr. Hunt’s houses - to build a new
hospital on the hill against the wall between the and the [ha su gu] (little

hole in the wall on the way to M.E. [Methodist Episcopal] compound) and to build a
house for Mr. Blair and probably two other houses later on on the Swallen hill. Does
that suit you? It seemed to all of us that this is the best way to plan things and while it is

not proposed to do it right now - that is the plan we will probably develop and work out.
Everything continues to develop and we are moving on to still larger things.

Cannot stop tonight to write more fully and cannot talk about the content of your
letter. Will keep that for tomorrow. I received from Mrs. Fischer a draft for £1 1 .5.2
which I sent to you in my last letter. Let me know please whether it reaches you safely.

Will look up photo you want and send to you. Bought some more photos from
Dr. Folwell today which I will send you for the album. How I long to look into your eyes
dearest and what a joy to get your letter with its Whiligers message for me. Another
good night with all my love to you and a heart full of thoughts of you.

Lovingly, your own

Sambo!

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea January 30, 1902 S.A. Moffett

My Dearest:

There is not much of special interest to record concerning today’s events and I

am too tired tonight to think very far beyond the one ever present fact of my constant

love for and joy in you. Examined only a few people this morning but now have 40 men
all together accepted while about ten have been postponed and there are still 18 more

to examine. Have also selected the list of women upon whom I will begin next week.

There are about 80 of them - so by the time I am through there will be a hundred more

or less to be baptized.

Mr. & Mrs. Hunt & Miss Henry were here for dinner and we chatted for a while

afterwards. Miss Best’s special class began today. Do not know just how many she

has this year. There are 7 I believe from my section. One-Too’s mother is in the class

also.

I am keeping Quen-si busy looking up women and find it is quite helpful to have

someone to do nothing else but that. Wish I had a man for the same purpose. Think I

will set Chan-lk at that work, in the afternoons.

This afternoon Mr. Morris was over for a long talk on the subject of our work in

An Ju and the north. This evening I have done a little work on church roll - read a letter

and am tired out. I am off to bed. How you do fill the days with joy & hope as I look

forward to joining you in 3 more months. Will be on my way before 3 months are past.

My heart of love to you my own dear wife.

Lovingly,

Sam

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea

Alice Dearest:

January 31st, 1902 S.A. Moffett

Received this morning from Mr. Gale four examination papers which I send

herewith. If your writing it did not hurt you any, I am just ever so glad you wrote it and

that now your 2nd year written exam, is passed all right. You can take your oral this

year or next and be a Senior Missionary. Of course I know you will say that you would

like to have passed your 3rd year examination with a mark of 90 or 100 - something

which I believe no one has ever done but you will probably be better satisfied when I tell

you that Mrs. Hunt’s mark was 69 only Vb above you and that others except Mr. McRae

were below you. Since you are the wife of a member of the committee I suppose you

can be told these things. Only one of the second year people received a higher mark

than this. Am so glad you took it.

I had a letter from Mrs. Gifford [the mother of Rev. Daniel L. Gifford] in which she

sends love to you and wants to know about your welfare. She has ordered the

monument [in memory of her son and daughter-in-law, Mary Hayden Gifford] and I hope

it may prove satisfactory.

Mother writes that she will probably go to Arizona and may go on to California

and see you Don’t I wish I could be with you if she does. I can tell you, it isn’t all fun -

having you over there without me. We will just have to have a tremendously good time

from May to July to make up for some of the disappointments. I wanted to take you to

mother myself - and yet I hope she can get to Calif, and enjoy you even before I get

home. She is a mighty dear good mother, if she does think her boy Sam a good deal

better than he is.

With love to you, my dearest

Your own

Sam

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea February 3, [probably February 2nd] 1902 S.A. Moffett

My own Dearest:

Saturday night brought me a great mail and I am so thankful for your safe voyage

home and thankful to know that you have now been safely among the loved ones for

over a month. Your letter, Mother Fish’s letter telling of your being in the home and a

letter from Mother Moffett all came together. Now if you can get rid of those headaches

my mind will be at rest. I feel greatly relieved now that I know the voyage is over and

that it was alright for me not to go on with you. Now I will long for your first letter telling

of how you feel to be in the old home again, how your parents are and what your new

feelings are after being away for four years. I venture to guess that you did not sleep

much the first night at home unless the strain of the voyage so exhausted you that you

hadn’t strength enough to think any.

Your precious mother was happy to get you back again and under her care. I

think you will get a real rest. I was so glad dearest you did not take the drive in

Honolulu even tho you did feel equal to it. Just save all your new strength for complete

restoration and then we will have some good drives together next summer.

We are having cold weather here again but it is clear and bright. The church was

filled again yesterday and 12 catechumens were received. I read out the names of

about 80 women to be examined for baptism and will begin on them this morning. Next

Sabbath we take up the subscriptions for the Building Fund.

The com. on arrangements for Annual Meeting, Mr. and Mrs. Hunt, have

appointed a number of sub-committees, among them Mrs. Baird, Mrs. Hunt & Mr.

Swallen on Entertainment and they want to know the preferences of us all as to those

whom we are to entertain. If the Blairs are in their new house (which is decidedly

doubtful) we can take 4 easily and possibly 6 by putting cots in the study. We will take

whomsoever may be assigned to us but if you have any preferences for the first two let

me know and I will inform the committee.

I think I have no special preference. The one thing I want to look out for is that

we have a place at our table for Mr. Pieters of Nagasaki and a place for a cot for him.

A letter from Mrs. Leek says she plans to come down here with Mr. Swallen & Mr.

Hunt after the class up there and leave for America on the first steamer from here,

expecting to get home the middle of April or thereabouts. Will write you again about her

- and probably you will be able to see her as she reaches San Francisco.

Have been interrupted here by Sin-si coming to talk about the Women’s Home
Missionary Society. They want to put on another worker and so have arranged to make

larger contributions. This gives us really 3 women supported by the church who give all

their time to church work.
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The little Poul Moi Kol Yi-si also came in bringing the brass candle sticks and

incense burner which she bought 9 years ago to be used in sacrificing to her after her

death. Yesterday I preached on Rev. 2:1-7 and the passage about removing the

candlestick appealed to her and so she brought these to be sold and the amount to go

as her contribution to the church Building Fund. Will have these brightened up and

bring them home with me.

How many, many little incidents come up that are full of interest. Yi-si is along

side of me as I write asking for an explanation of a passage in scripture. She sends

greetings to you.

I must now be off for examinations. Mother Moffett writes she is going to

Arizona. Doubtless you will hear from her there. All my love to you, dearest & love to

father & mother.

Your loving husband

S.A. Moffett

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea February 3, 1902 S.A. Moffett

My Alice Dearest:

I wish you could see how pretty are the candlesticks and the incense burner

which Yi-si brought now that they are polished up and shine like new brass. Am glad to

have them with their interesting story.

The January Ladies Home Journal has arrived but this year 3 separate copies

are coming. Two years ago 1 copy. Last year 2 copies - now 3 - what will we do with

them & who pays for them?

I shall write the manager and ask for an extension of the time and also ask who
pays for them and perhaps we can get matters straightened out.

By a recent mail I sent you 3 photographs of myself - marked on the back (that is,

of the photograph) as taken in 1884, 1886 & 1888 respectively. Am sure I do not know

which one it was you wanted - probably the last one which was taken at the end of my
seminary course. Show the one you wanted to and cause the others to take their place

on the “retired list” where they belong. However they and the original & all he is or has

are yours to do with as you please.

I am continuing to read the Life of Chalmers and am being helped thereby. I

marked a passage in it the other day which appealed to me because it expresses the

very thought I had tried to impress upon one of the men whom I examined last week

and one which we also need often to recur to. “I have to state to you that the peace and

the joy and the delight attending what you have so aptly denominated the closer

intricacies of the Christian, appear to me to be founded not on the complacency of the

heart in its own virtues but on the confiding repose of an humble and acquiescing spirit

when it commits all to the sufficiency of Christ its Savior. It is peace and joy jn

believing . Its peace is not that its sins are few but that the mercies of God in Christ are

great. The rejoicing of its hope lies not in its own attainments, but in the frankness and

kindness and liberality of the invitation. Where sin abounded, grace much more

abounds.”

How one must despise when he looks within and sees all the evil of his own heart

- how he must despise when he looks without upon his own actions and sees how little

he has attained to a holy life and oh, dearest, how utterly ashamed one is when he

looks back and thinks of all the many many things he wishes he had not done and how

far short he has come even of his own resolves and of his own ideals and hopes. What

a blessing it brings to be able to look up and to know that the Lord forgives all and that

in Him is joy and peace - that it is the upward look which reveals the source of all hope

and life and joy and peace and holiness. Dearest, I often wonder if you know how much

I sometimes long to enter more fully into that “blessed life" and how much I realize that

the daily life and daily actions come short of my own hopes and longings. I long for a

good talk with you tonight - just to be able to pour out my soul’s deepest longings &

feelings and to know & feel how fully you enter into them. Oh, how bitterly one

disappoints one’s self and how far beyond one’s attainments are his longings. I do

rejoice in the many blessings I have had and in the great blessing upon the weak efforts

put forth here - but there is no joy in viewing the many failures, the many mistakes, the

many lapses, the many sins -
1 long for more of the power to look unto the Master and in
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Him to find joy and peace.

I am bothered a great deal over the fact that the multiplicity of details in the work
and the volume of the work which presses upon me seems to shut out the means of

grace necessary to a fuller growth in grace and to a fuller preparation for usefulness.

There is much I should like to talk to you about. Let us have time for it in May, June &
July.

February 4, 1902

Wrote this far last night and then did not get to finish it - so tonight I come back to

you for another little chat. Another busy day and I am tired & restless. Examined about

20 women this morning and kept at it until my head ached. This afternoon we had a

long station meeting and discussed a lot of questions and tonight again I have had a run

of people for one thing or another and now about all I can do is to tell you the same old

story and get a lot of comfort and rest out of thinking about you and then go to bed for a

good sleep.

Miss Best’s special class is in session with 16 women, one of them Mi-rim Youn-
si, who brought me the enclosed letter for you. At station meeting we approved Miss

Snook’s planning to go with Miss Best for the Syen Chun class in April or May. Also

adopted plans reported by Property Committee of which I wrote you a few days ago and
approved site for Mr. Blair's house - that next to Mr. Swallen's. We elected com. for

next year's winter Training Class - Moffett, Swallen, Hunt - and we will make plans at

once for work next year so we can prepare in advance the material for our classes.

Thursday Swallen & Hunt leave for Syen Chun & the break up for the Spring

work will have begun. We will not be together again as a whole station until we meet to

apportion unexpended balances in April.

I had a letter from Miss Doty today in which she sent messages of love to you

and to your father & mother. She also sent 3 photographs (Korean) for you & them. I

will send them on with whatever else I may have to send in a few days.

I feel greatly relieved now that I know you are home in safety and have been

having a full month of rest - but I find myself just as impatient as ever for more letters

and more news of you. Now I want to know what the rest is doing for you. The more I

love you the more I do love you, dearest, and it just makes me long all the more to know
all about you.

I have read & re-read your last letter and thought back to the first Christmas you

were mine. This month I shall think back to the month you had your dreadful fall from

the bicycle and suffered so greatly. Dear heart, how very very closely that bound us

together and oh how we did find out in that the depth of our love. You have had to

suffer so much, precious, since you became mine. How I wish I could save you from it.
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Now, as to future letters - for by the time this reaches you, you will have just

about two more steamers by which you can reach me in Pyengyang. By the America

Maru leaving San. Fran. Mch 21 you will send the last letter to me here - after that send

by the Peking Mch 21 and the Gaelic Apr 8 to Nagasaki care Agent P.M & U & O &

Toyo Kisen Keisha S.S. Co, then by the Hongkong Maru Apr 15 to Yokohama - same
address and after that by the China Apr 23, Doric May 1 & Nippon Maru May 9 to

Honolulu, same address. Then look out for me on the America Maru May 27th.

There is a possibility yet that I may leave here on the preceding steamer - but I

do not believe it is probable - as I will have my report to write - 100 or more people to

baptize - a Communion service and all arrangements for country work, garden, city work

& what not - to do in April after my country work & class work in March is off my hands

and I doubt if I shall be able to leave here before April 20-25 - in time to catch the

America Maru leaving Nagasaki May 5th. It does me good to look ahead & plan ahead

& to think that after all I will soon be on my way to you. All my love to you, my dearest

wife.

Lovingly,

Sam

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea February 5, 1902 S.A. Moffett

Alice, My Dearest:

Does the daily bulletin of the day’s proceedings interest you enough to want me
to keep on with a repetition of the same details? If so - today’s bulletin will record the

examination of some 20 or more women today - little girls and old women all just as

eager to be baptized as can be. One young woman who was not called last year and
who was not called for examination this year again was so disappointed that she cried

over it and cried over it - When I heard of it I sent word for her to come. Examined her

today and she is all right and so went off happy knowing she is to be baptized. Her

husband has taken a concubine and poor girl she has been just as brave and patient as

can be and has learned to suffer in silence when her mother-in-law upbraids her.

Such testimonies as these women give! Of men & women I already have about 100

whom I have accepted and still have about 40 more to examine.

This afternoon we had a meeting of the Moksas [ordained ministers] to apportion

the books of the Bible so that hereafter we might give particular time to study of certain

books with a view to teaching those and thus not be constantly preparing on the same
books and overlapping. I had first choice of one book in N.T. and took Romans. Baird

came next & took Hebrews then Swallen, Lee, Hunt, Bernheisel & Blair; and then we
began once again for 2nd choice among those that were left. The final result gives me
for special study the Books of Romans, Luke, I and II Thessalonians, Isaiah, I and II

Chronicles, Ecclesiastes, Leviticus, Zephaniah & Psalms 56-72. Now I can begin

specific study with a view to doing some thorough work and carrying it on through a

period of years at the end of which time I shall probably be in position to do some
teaching that will be with considerably more than the “hit or miss” hurried teaching of the

last few years. Now then, keep on the lookout for anything bearing on the above books.

We then began to discuss a division of theological subjects and periods of

history, but our time was up - so those will come up at a later time.

We had another good prayer meeting tonight as usual and I came back from it

refreshed. I wonder if you know how much I miss your greeting as I come back from

prayer meeting. You do not know how you always thrilled me and made me rejoice

because of the way you always entered into my feelings and enjoyed with me the

blessing I always got there. Dearest, you do not half know how much I appreciated your

every thought of and for me and your always entering in so fully into my feelings. I

know you are just such a wife as I always knew I should want and should thoroughly

enjoy and love most intensely. I wish I could tell you something about it tonight.

The governor has issued an order that beginning with the new year - next

Saturday [the lunar New Year] - the women must put up their hair as it is put up in Seoul

and must not carry the big straw hats or scoops but wear the veil or “changot”, so when
you get back you may find the customs here considerably changed.
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I enclose a most interesting map. Mr. Hunt & Mr. Blair have been working on a

large map on which is marked each church or group in our station. Mr. Blair tonight

drew a small one from it and has made a number of copies. Each + on it marks a

church and it is marvelous to note how many there are after so few years of work. Mr.

Hunt plans to perfect this and then have a cut made of it so that we can publish it in

connection with our Annual Report this year.

All seems to be going well and all are keeping well so far as is possible when the

“grippe” is going the rounds again. I had a light attack - Dr. Wells had it and a few

others, I believe. Dr. Sharrocks & Mr. Whittemore have it in Syen Chun.

Love to you once again and always - and love to father & mother. How I do long

for a talk with you. I am pretty badly “lost” without you at times and tonight & last night

are & were some of those times. Three more months only.

Lovingly, your own

“Sambo”

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea February 6, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

Alice My Dearest:

I sent for Miss Doty's letter today and with it the photographs which she sent for

you & father & mother. Continued my examinations today and now I am almost

through. Have only about 25 men & women remaining on the lists and they will come in

gradually between now and April. So far I have accepted 1 12 - so we will have a great

day April 6th when all are baptized. Song Si (from Chai Ryeng) came in today to inquire

about you. She is up for Miss Best’s class.

This afternoon I went to see Kil Chang No’s [Elder Kil’s] father who has been

very sick. The old man was glad to see me and broke down & cried. I had prayer with

him and tried to strengthen his faith. He is living with his oldest son now - none in the

house being Christians and he has been subject to great temptation and has grown

weak in faith. Visited the book store on my way back and let my thoughts run on the

question of what kind of a building we want there. We will work that question to a

solution some of these days. Tonight went to Prayer meeting. Mr. Baird led and there

were but a few there, Mr. Swallen & Mr. Hunt being away and others detained. That is

a short history of the day - except that odds & ends of time were put in in revising rolls

of country churches - making and in writing a letter to Mr. Lee. It is now bed time -

so good night my precious - with all my love to you

Your own

“Sambo"

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea February 7, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

My Dearest:

A happy New Year to you for tomorrow is Korean New Year and the new
customs go into effect. This day had not seen much of great interest altho it has seen
quite a little accomplished - in writing of business letters, orders for books, etc. and my
classes in the Academy taught.

I examined three women who gave the clearest kind of testimonies and made my
heart glad by their own evident joy. Chun si - our former housemaid who after much
tribulation married Dr. Wells’ man, was one of the three and she was so happy when
she found she was to be baptized. I am delighted but a little frightened too at the

number I will have to baptize but I do not see how I can keep any more of them out. I

postpone all who give me any valid excuse for doing so but I already have 118 accepted
and learned today of several more whom I had overlooked but who ought to be
examined as they are vouched for as ready - by several sincere men. What a work this

is and how mightily the Lord is honoring the preaching of his word!

Kang Cho Sa came in today and reports great growth to the Northwest. The little

group of 3 men 10 li out [one li is about Vh of a mile] who came in 2 years ago to the

church here, now numbers between 30 and 40 every Sabbath. 35 li where for 3 years I

have wanted to see a church, they now gather 40 people - 10 li beyond this where 1

man has believed for 4 years a little group is starting and they want to meet there now
instead of going 15 li to Soon An Eup. 10 li further on the Kum Chung Keri group
gathered 80 in their new church last Sabbath - filling it full to overflowing. Here 35 of

them have been attending the class for 10 days conducted by Kang and the colporteur

Pak.

45 li out in a region of many villages where we have been sowing seed for less

than a year many are inquiring and the two leaders of one of the groups mentioned
above went today to a market town 50 li from here between here & Han Chun to preach
there during market.

Across the river just opposite the island above the city live two women & a man
who are Christians attending the city church and in that cluster of seven villages the

people are saying they intend to be Christians and one boy of 15 has announced his

intention of believing at once. I expect to see a group established there in a few
months. We will soon have a church 10 li or less in every direction from the city. We
never get tired of hearing it or of telling of it, do we dearest? And the joy of it never

grows less.

There are two things in our lives that are ever a source of joy & refreshing -

stories that never grow old or lose their charm - one of them you have above, the other

is the old story which I began to talk to you about Nov. 19 - ‘98 and which I wish I could
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[talk to] you about again tonight. Dearest - it is a perfect joy just to think of you with my
heart full of love and a more perfect joy to tell you all about it.

Am looking for a letter from you tomorrow. All my love to you

night from your loving husband.

Sam

once again. Good

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea February 8, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

Alice Dearest:

Three more examined today and more waiting for me now. Have just finished

dinner and Dr. Wells is over to see Mrs. Blair who has the grip. No special news in the

community I believe - and all goes well.

Hwang si is better - having been laid up for a week with a pretty severe attack of grip.

Here comes Sin si with several women - so will finish this tonight.

Later: Have examined the women and had a talk with Chon & Kil. Now I will

send this to mail and go for a walk and write you again on Monday. Just examined one

little woman who has been driven from her home because she refuses to sacrifice to her

husband’s father. She is the little woman who brought the 100 cash she had so

carefully saved up for the church. Her husband has nothing to do with her and she lives

with her own parents now - all her family being Christians. Am more and more

impressed with the need of pastoral work. The opportunities for doing good are almost

unlimited. We have just kept one little girl of 13 from being sold for 300 nyang to an

unbeliever and the mother now realizing the sin of it promises to wait and then marry

her to a Christian.

The school boys have all given up cigarettes and this morning I accepted 3 of

them for baptism, all from Christian homes.

Spread the news and testify to the power of the gospel and see if you cannot get

others to believe in its power more and make more use of it.

It is a joy to write you all these things dearest for I love to talk over them all with

you and tell you the passing thoughts of my heart. All my love to you my own precious

wife.

Your own,

Sam

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea February 10, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

My own Dearest:

You made me supremely happy yesterday by your good long letter from Altruria. It

came just as I was starting to church so I read it and then started on a fast walk to the

meeting in fine spirits and just in the hour for the meeting at which we were to take the

subscriptions for the church building.

Oh: dearest how I do rejoice in your love and in the fact that you long for me to be

with you. Do you know how it thrills me just to know over & over that you cannot be

satisfied without me - even tho you are ever so happy as I know you are and want you to

be. I am as grateful as I can be dearest for the good news and the assurance you &

doctor give. Now precious, my one fear is that you will not take time enough to get more

than well but that you will want to do something for others just as soon as you find

yourself well. Please lay in a great big supply of strength, health, vigor and flesh and

overflowing good spirits and use none of it - just keep on heaping it up and taking care of

yourself after there is no need to do so - for dearest there is far greater need for it all out

here than there is at home and I believe the Lord can use us better here than He will at

home. I am just as happy as can be over your letter and am only oh so hungry for

another & another.

We had a quiet day yesterday and received new subscriptions amounting to 4200

ryang over 600 yen (equal to 4200 dollars at home) and now I feel sure of seeing the

church completed this year. I have just written to Mr. Lee about it. I am off to Cha San

tomorrow for a ten days trip. The women from the class have been coming in to see me
today and all ask for you - speak of their disappointment in not seeing you in Dec. & again

at this time and look forward to your coming in Sept.

We are adding each Sabbath to the number of catechumens and our congregation

is growing, altho there is not much room left. The women of the class are all eager to get

out among the women for work. Two from Suk Chun go out right after the class - one

from Cha San is going all around to gather up the women for Miss Best’s class there and

Youn Si of Mirim says she is trying to get Song Si to go with her to all the villages around

Mirim. The two women sent by the women of the church here - will make a tour of the

Chong Hwa churches as soon as the class is over - and so it goes. Men’s classes are

now being held all over the country and soon we shall hear from them in the ingathering

of hundreds more of new believers. Am glad I am to get away about the last of April for

otherwise the urgent calls for visits to growing country groups would drive me distracted.

Only a little over two months and I start for you.

Your dear mother wrote me of the way you stole up on her and told me of her

plans for being with you. I am so glad your father can be with you from Friday to Monday.

He & I will have to sympathize with each other on the other days. The whole world turns

around you dearest and we do not care if you do know it.
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More to write but cannot now - This sheet is filled up to the end with love for you

from here

to here

Lovingly your own

Sam

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Cha San, Korea February 12, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

Alice My Dearest:

Once again in a little 8x8 room trying to keep warm and comfortable to study
and carry on country work in all its many phases. Reached here this morning at 10:30
and after seeing the little cold den prepared for me went at once to the church with a
glad heart because of what they had succeeded in building here. When here last I

selected the site for them, drew up with them the plans for the church and left them with
the injunction not to go in debt for it. They have a splendid new building with tile roof -

all new timbers and good strong ones at that and a room 40 ft. x 12 with another wing
16x12 giving them a fine large T-shaped church. With the exception of the Soon An
church it is the best one I have seen anywhere. Last Sabbath they made a special
effort so as to raise all the money before I should get here and be able to say they were
not in debt. They came within about 20 nyang of it and as the church cost over 1000
nyang I think we can say that 20 nyang is not a debt. They have yet quite a little to do -

but in another year they will have a good comfortable well arranged building for over
200 people - fully 250, I think.

I had my room well heated - got a hot dinner and began work at once. At two
o’clock we held a good service after which I had Heung Nak give them half an hour in

practice of hymns. Have selected about 35 people to examine for baptism & arranged a
schedule for study for the next 7 days as follows - 9 a.m. Tyen Neung Syn leads
morning prayers & study for an hour. 10 - 1 1:30 I take them in a course of study in

Philippians. 1 - 2:30 Tyeng teaches Luke. 2:30 - 3:00 Heung Nak teaches singing.
3:00 - 4:00 I conduct a preaching service. At night the colporteur & helper conduct a
class for catechumens while Tyeng & I meet individuals for special exhortation or
examine for baptism. Hope to do this church & region much good by this visit. Next
month Miss Best comes here for a class for the women.

There is a boys school here with 9 promising boys and the church is in good
condition. About 80 people gathered today. Sabbath I expect to baptize a number and
also to administer the Lord’s Supper.

Saturday Mr. Bernheisel will join me staying over Sabbath & then going on to Tek
Chu for a class there. What a life this is and yet how great an improvement over the
conditions a few years ago. What will it be in another 10 or 20 years.

Will be off to bed now. All my love to you my precious - with all joy in my heart as
I think of you.

Lovingly your husband,

S.A. Moffett

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Cha San, Korea February 13, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

Just a few words tonight my dearest for the day has been a very full one and it is now
late and tomorrow will be even a busier day. Classes with necessary preparation for
them - talking with individual Christians who need exhortation - consultations with
officers over many matters in which they need advice and the necessary time for eating
meals and taking a short walk have filled up the day.

How one realizes when he gets into one of these country churches for a few days
how many many questions there are upon which these people need advice &
instruction. The city people have us all the time and can constantly refer to us but these
country Christians have only a few opportunities to get our advice and the result of our
better knowledge of the scripture teaching on very many troublesome questions. More
& more I am coming to the conclusion that my country work hereafter is to be the
spending of several days or a week or so at a time in the more important churches and
have the people of a given section meet me there rather than to take a flying trip

through a section spending one day only at each church.

You are going with me next year and we will take it a week at a time in different
churches. How I wish I could have you with me always and especially just now .

All my love to you, girlie -

Your own “Sambo”

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Cha San, Korea February 14, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

My Dearest:

I thought I would get a little rest by coming out here - but there is as much if not

more work to do here as in Pyeng Yang and I am at it from morning till night. Have just

finished a meeting with the officers and have planned many things that promise well.

The church is in good shape and is becoming quite a power. Tomorrow I have about 25
people to examine for baptism. Have already accepted 10. Sabbath will be quite a day
and I hope one of great blessing to the people.

Had a long talk today with a poor young widow and her mother - both Christians -

and assured them that the church people would see to it that the plans of some wicked

men for carrying off the young 23-yr-old widow should be frustrated. You know the

custom here of carrying off a widow by force. I laid down the law pretty plainly to the

officers in telling them of their duty to protect the women in such cases. Oh for more of

the power & work of the gospel among this people to hasten the day of better things. I

am off to bed with only this short message to you today.

With all my love

Yours,

Sam

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Cha San, Korea February 15, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

Alice my Dearest!

Yesterday was Valentine’s day and I forgot all about it. Mr. Bernheisel came
tonight and reminded me of it by telling me of the children's celebration in Pyengyang
yesterday. So here’s to my valentine today with all my love.

Have been busy all afternoon & evening with examinations and am nearly
through, having only 4 if all come tomorrow morning. Have accepted 31 from five
churches and so am getting a great deal accomplished in this one visit. The work here
is growing beautifully and with great strength. Mr. Bernheisel stays with me over
Sabbath and then goes on to Tek Chun.

I had a letter tonight from Mr. Adams sympathizing with me on your absence
,
etc.

- as he had gone through the experience. All right I feel pretty badly over it but am
happy all the same and looking forward with the greatest eagerness to joining you in

about 3 months.

Mr. Bernheisel wishes to be remembered to you. So do I. Good night, precious -

another joyful Sabbath in store for me tomorrow. May you have the same.

Lovingly,

Sam

(from the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Cha San, Korea February 17, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

Alice My Dearest:

Yesterday was certainly a day of great joy if I did feel pretty thoroughly exhausted
by night time. The church was crowded morning and afternoon with a congregation of

nearly 250. In the morning I preached to them from the text “I do always the things that

please Him”, enforcing the truth that as Christ did so ought we to do the things that

please God - not with the idea that by doing right we escaped hell, not that if we did not

do right we were afraid , but through gratitude & a desire to please and not grieve Him
we should do what is right because that is blessing to Him.

I had the very closest attention and enjoyed preaching to them. The afternoon

was given up to administration of the sacraments and explanation of Scripture passages
bearing thereon. Thirteen catechumens were received - coming from several churches.

These were in addition to the 40 or more received in this section by Mr. Bernheisel two
months ago.

36 men and women were baptized and then I baptized 8 children, the mothers of

several of them having just been baptized. Then followed the administration of the

Lord’s Supper, about 100 participating of the same. The whole service was a most
solemn one and very evidently affected the people. I announced the appointment of

another leader and 4 deacons and appointed 3 other places of meeting in villages from
which the people attend here but which are too far away for regular attendance.

Hereafter those people meet here the 1st Sabbath of each month and in their own
villages the other 3 - one of the officers from here going once a month to each of them.

Another year will probably show a church in each of these places.

At the morning service I took up a subscription to meet the small deficit on the

building and in school expenses so the church is now on a solid financial basis and all

promises well. The church building has cost about 1100 nyang and is the 2nd best one
in my country work. I did so enjoy baptizing a little girl of 17 who has been sick a long

while and will not live very long. She seemed so quietly happy in her faith and was so
glad to be baptized.

An old woman, the last one examined, came in saying "I am so stupid I know
nothing and cannot answer anything”. Several times she would say, “How can I know
anything when I am so stupid” (“If! *f-2. & and then she proceeded to give the

clearest kind of a testimony of her sins, her repentance and her faith in Christ and of her

assurance of heaven because Jesus had died for her sins. It was amusing to hear her

when I said, “why, you do know something" as she broke out with - “well, of course I

know that Jesus died on the cross for my sins, that he is the Son of God and that I am
going to heaven because he saved me - but I am stupid and foolish and cannot read

and how can I answer any questions.” It is such a joy to witness the joy of this people

and to see the change in their lives. There is a fine crowd of young Christians growing

up here and the 8 children baptized yesterday marks the second generation of

Christians.
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Mr. Bernheisel left this morning for Tek Chun. While here he suggested that Mr.

E.H. Miller of Seoul might deprive Pyengyang of Miss Henry some of these days altho I

do not know that there is any certainty of it. At any rate “publish it not" but let things

take their natural course.

Tomorrow there should be a letter in P.Y. from you and I am impatient to get

back now. How I long for your messages of love, dearest, and how each day is made

joyful with thoughts of you. I caught myself on the way to class this morning saying

aloud, “You are a great girlie, dearest", as I was thinking of you and laughing over my

thoughts of you. You make my heart to sing with joy & gladness! I understand Mrs.

Leek will not go home now until summer or fall.

With all my Love,

Your own husband,

Sam

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Cha San, Korea February 18, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

My Own Dearest:

A courier has brought a fine lot of letters to me from you & Mother Moffett & Fish

& from Tom and Mr. Lee and a lot of business letters. The latter requiring immediate

answers in some cases, I have had to put in the time I had in answering them and so

you get only this short acknowledgment of the receipt of yours of 7th January & the

maps, etc. A whole heart full of love to you, dearest, in the joy of knowing of your

improvement in health and partial relief from pain. How I do rejoice that you are not

suffering as you did for so long. Thank Mother Fish for me for her letter. Since both of

you tell me you are better there seems to be harmony in the little circle at Altruria. More

later on. This courier must go back. Am sending your letter to Mrs. Leek to her by boy

of Miss Best. A heart full of love to you all.

Your own

Sam

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Cha San, Korea February 19, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

My own Dearest:

How I have enjoyed your letters - the reading & re-reading of them in the midst of

all the many things I have been trying to do yesterday & today. Every word you write is

full of intense interest and I long to talk over with you all the things you are thinking

about. Your precious mother will certainly look after all your wants and I feel so free

about you in every respect so far as your comfort & general welfare are concerned that

my mind has been at rest on those points ever since I knew you arrived safely in San
Rafael. How thankful I am to get the good report of improvement in health. I cannot
half tell but I do most deeply thank our Heavenly Father for His goodness & mercy and
grace. If the treatment does all you expect it to do, by this time you are pretty well

relieved of pain & discomfort and are steadily gaining strength and laying in a supply of

good health and that is what I hope you are doing.

How your dear Father will be enjoying his walks & talks with you. I think so often

these days of how Father enjoyed his talks & walks with Susie [S.A.M’s older sister] and
what a help & comfort & treasure she was to him and what great sympathy & love there

was between them. I wonder if that is what made me think I saw a likeness between
your photograph & Susie’s [his sister] the last time I looked upon yours on my dresser.

You will have heard long before this that Mother Moffett finally got her courage
up to the point of taking the trip to Arizona. While I know how much she will want to go
on to California I do not believe she will do so when she finds what a great distance still

remains between her & California and so I rather expect you will not see her until I take

you home. What a joyful day it will be for me when I can do that. Oh dearest! Every
day I think of getting with you again & being in our two homes. I love you more & more
and simply rejoice in you. Have been taking the class here through Philippians and
have learned the truest reasons for rejoicing, but aside from the supreme reason how
many many reasons we have for it and how we do truly rejoice. I am glad we know how
to and that our lives are so full of gladness - even tho we do have to do without each
other’s presence for awhile. One thing we are not doing without - each other - for I

know I have you every day & hour and you are my own dear precious wife even if you
are 7000 miles away.

I finished the class today. It has been a great class & a most helpful one. I had
92 the first day and 70 today, the last day, with about 1 10 in attendance. This is the

largest country class I have yet known. I leave in the morning for Nam San Mo Rom.
Have received several offerings here for helper’s salary and for Mission Committee and
go back with more money than I brought, all my chickens and eggs having been
supplied me as gifts.

Have spent quite a little time each day in pastoral work with individuals & have
had a goodly number of inquirers from among the surrounding unbelievers. The work

still goes on advancing along all lines Interrupted here. More later.
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This should now be dated the 20th but I left early in morning & reached Nam San
Mo Rom to find a crowd awaiting me & so from then until late at night I was busy and

when I did get to bed had not access to my writing materials and so this is written after

reaching home on the 21st. On the way yesterday met Miss Howell's teacher going out

to hold a class for ten days and since arriving home I find a letter from Kang telling of a

fine class of 80 now being held at Han Chun.

Tyeng Ik No was with me on the trip and I enjoyed having him. What fine fellows

many of these men have come to be.

With all my love dearest --

Your own "Sambo"

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea February 21, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

My own Dearest:

Arrived at home again this afternoon and find everybody well. Had a good time
at Nam San Mo Rom on the way in baptizing 2 and receiving 4 catechumens and doing
the people quite a good deal of good as was evident. Oh! such opportunities for work
as there are.

It was a pretty hard journey in yesterday & today owing to the mud. The winter is

breaking up - and the melting snow is giving us bad roads. I walked 50 li yesterday and
30 today and came in feeling pretty tired - but a hot bath & a little rest looking over the
mail has put me in good trim for sleep.

Miss Snook came in tonight to ask about inviting the Millers to take the Lee
house this summer and to ask about the catechumen class. It now numbers 52 and fills

the rooms at book store. Think it is now warm enough for them to meet in the big
church again. €!-x- °1°1H [One Too’s mother] and €_

J Al[One Si] have been hunting up
delinquents & new ones have been received so the number is growing.

Poor Ryong Hoa has had another time with his wife, has given her a writing of
divorcement, then took her back upon her profession of repentance which he soon
found to be false, so he reports, and has again sent her off with a paper of divorce. He
came to me tonight and she is coming tomorrow. How I wish she would become a true
Christian and that they might yet live together in peace & harmony.

There are a host of things I want to write about but cannot compass them tonight
- so with a message of love from a heart full of it, longing more than ever to see you

Your loving husband

Sam

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea

My own Alice Dearest:

February 22, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

My heart is full tonight with concern for Ryong Hoa & his wife. I had a long talk
with him last night after I got back from country, two talks with her today and have just
finished a long one with him tonight. He gave her a bill of divorcement and told her to
go several days ago and he had determined that he would not live with her any more.
She has not only driven out all the love he had for her but she has made him almost
hate her, and he thinks it simply unbearable. She seems at last to have some idea of
her folly and confesses that she has done wrong but he cannot believe she is sincere
for she tells him that the only reason she does not go is because she has no place to
go, that she would be glad to go if she could live elsewhere. This morning I thought her
on the way to repentance - this afternoon I doubted it. He of course has done a great
deal he should not have done and as she alienated him, he little by little has more &
more provoked her and life became misery for him and not much of a satisfaction to her.

He had determined to cast her off and although he knew I would object when I

came home he determined that whatever I might say he would insist on the divorce.
Tonight I gradually led up to the question of duty and right and made my last appeal that
if for no other reason yet for Christ’s sake and His sake only he do what is right and not
put her away even tho it may mean misery all his earthly life. I held out the hope of
grace - of her conversion and of a possible revival of love and a happy life together.

He left with the promise to think it all over and to pray for grace to do the right
and for a mind to take her back. It was quite evident that when he thinks of Jesus & the
right he wants to do what is right but that when he thinks of taking her back he rebels
inwardly with a great aversion for her. Oh! how I pray that he may do what is right -

hard as it is and miserable as he may be in trying to live with her and how I pray that
she may be brought to true repentance & faith. She promised today to pray for a
believing mind.

Given the victory through grace - and it will never come by less than divine power
- he will be greatly strengthened in character and we can hope for her conversion and
that the Lord’s grace will in some way give relief. Other than this I fear means the loss
of both. The struggle may last some days and even then it may recur again and again
before the final victory. Add your prayers to ours, dearest, for them both. I will not give
Ryong Hoa up to the devil. I believe he is the Lord’s. I do want this victory and I believe
it will be granted us.

Mrs. Leek is coming down with Mr. Hunt & Mr. Swallen next week to stay here
until summer or fall, I know not which. They report a fine class and a great work all

around them. So many joyful things here to report that I can not even begin on them.
Chun had a good class at Han Chun and has come back happy over it and with benefit
to himself.
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I sent two women out 5 li to see about the wife of a man & the wife of his son, the

two men being catechumens. They not only arranged to have these women come
which they did last Sabbath, but destroyed all the evil spirits in the other one house in
the neighborhood and led the woman there to become a Christian. They have now
gone for a tour of Choung Hoa churches.

One Si has a class of 62 learning enmun [native Korean alphabet] in the village
across by the Academy and One Too Emini [Won-Too’s mother] starts one this week in
the village next to Swallen’s house. The parents of the school children in the city had a
meeting last night & raised another 90 yen (600 ryang) for the city schools. And so it

goes and so it goes. May the Lord continue His blessing to us.

Oh! but I long to see you dearest. This house is so different without you and at
times I think I can hardly wait. With all my love to my own dear wife,

Your own
Sam

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea February 24, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

My own Dearest:

This has been the busiest kind of a day and it is now late. Yesterday was a great

Sabbath day and the church was crowded. Where all the women came from I know not

but they completely filled their side - while in order to get the men in I had to put the

boys on the lower platform. Just as soon as the winter class people left the city people

began to come in greater numbers and each Sabbath there are many new comers.

Altogether the last three Sabbaths have recorded subscriptions for the church to the

amount of 700 yen. Ryong Hoa’s wife was at church and last night Ryong Hoa came in

to tell me that after his talk with me Saturday night he had a hard struggle - that for

several hours he sat & thought & prayed and finally won the victory and sent for his

wife. Oh how thankful I am and how I do hope they may yet learn to love each other.

Tomorrow I have another big task on hand in trying to reconcile two men over a

difference in financial matters. One victory increases one’s faith and I believe we shall

have another victory tomorrow.

Youn Si of Mi Rim was in today. She had gone at my suggestion to several

villages and came in today to report - happy over what she had seen & done. She

gathered a larger group of women in a new place between Nam San Mo Ron & Mi Rim

and now we shall soon have a group there just where I have long wanted one. One Si

goes out this week to a new group 10 li out Northwest. Am afraid I will spoil her as a

house servant but will hope not.

Have had about 50 visitors today on all sorts of errands. Tonight have been

writing letters all the evening on the Fusan question - as to objections to going ahead

with Mr. Sidebotham’s house - questions of re-enforcements, etc. and reasons why I

cannot spend 3 or 4 weeks there on my way to America - as requested to do.

Miss Best & Miss Howell are at Han Chun. Mr. Hunt, Mr. Swallen start back for

Syen Chun tomorrow. All goes well.

Dreamed about you all last night and woke up with such a longing for you and a

heart just as hungry as it could be. So glad it is but two months more before I can start

for you. With all my love my darling - Your own husband,

Sam

Your Christmas present from Dr. Burnham came. Will bring it with me.

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)
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My own Dearest:

Herewith a number of little things from which you can derive several items of

news. Weather is quite warm - ground is breaking up, snow almost all gone and it

begins to look as tho spring were nearly here. Must look up question of clover & grass

seed. The grass seed sown last year has done beautifully & we will have one fine patch

of grass.

I was glad to get the maps and illustrations you sent. I know where you are now

and can think of you in your surroundings. I do not remember just who Mr. Sutherland

is although I remember his brother whom I met in our Presbytery when I was home.

You write, “His wife is very sweet isn’t she?” Well I suppose she is altho I have not the

faintest idea who she is? Did I know her, too? Where does she come from?

The bed ticking has not yet arrived but when it does I will obey instructions.

Thank your dear Mother for me for her letter. It is good to hear from you both the same

story of improvement.

I spent most of this afternoon in trying to make peace between two of the

Christians who are in an altercation over money matters. The great grandfather of one

borrowed money from the grandfather of the other 70 years ago and the grandson is

trying to collect the money from the great-grandson of the other. One party is

thoroughly unreasonable as by all law the debt has been outlawed long ago. So far I

have failed to reconcile them as they cannot agree on a sum satisfactory to both parties.

Mr. Hunt and Mr. Swallen send great reports of things up north -
1 hope we can

send two families up there this fall.

Mrs. Leek will be down with them the last of the week. I may meet them on the

road as I leave on Saturday for a town through Soon An, Suk Chun & Yungyon. Hung

Nak will not go with us (Mr. Blair goes with me) as his wife is to be confined very soon

and so I told him to stay at home. We will take Mr. Blair’s boy.

The time begins to seem pretty long dearest. I think it is a good thing I am going

off to the country for it breaks up the time into smaller periods. When I come back from

this next trip I will have only about a month to wait before starting to see you. With love

to father & mother and all my love to you
Your own

“Sambo”

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)
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Alice My Dearest:

The mail came in last night bringing the magazine from you - telling all about San
Rafael. I knew there would be a letter later - because each mail brings one now - but it

comes several hours late as I have to pay extra postage on them all. I was made glad
by its arrival early this morning. Oh dearest you do not really know how much I love you
and how your letters just thrill me with joy as I learn of your improvement in health. I am
so glad the headaches are gone and oh so thankful you went home when you did.

Truly the Lord has been guiding us and will guide us.

How I rejoice with your father in his joy of having you for those walks along the
flume. The photograph and the flower and the sunset scene all make it so much more
real to me and I am so glad to have them. What a joy, dearest, to have each other and
to feel how closely interwoven all our hearts interests have become.

So I am not the only one who has a “liver”. Here’s a good place for a joke -

“Livers” as well as “hearts” have grown alike. Well - if the livers become as sound as
the hearts and give us as much joy & satisfaction we shall be thankful indeed. I rejoice

that you are in such good hands. Get just ajl the benefit you can and stay there long
enough or go back there again - so as to get all the benefit you ought to get from the
treatment.

Hurrah for the “den” idea. We will work it out together some of these days. The
solarium thought & plan is capital and just what was needed to complete the whole idea.

Please give my most hearty thanks to your father for the masterpieces. No - we
did not know they were intended as a gift to me - but appreciated them just the same.
How your dear father & mother do love to be good to their loved ones. Your father
makes me think so often of my own noble and good father. Did I ever show you a few
lines written of father the day of his burial by Sam Moffat - Susie’s stepson? They show
an insight into father’s character that I did not think Sam had reached.

“That he was good does ill express the praise

Of him whose life was filled with gentle courtesy
And one grown old in walking with the Lord

The atmosphere around him breathed of love

peace and good will to all mankind:
And that he sleeps must patiently be borne
by those who know, he passed within the shadow
but to go radiant with glory through eternity."

Father delighted so to be always quietly doing for others just as father Fish does. Give
an expression of my appreciation of his love and thought for me.

I am reading your letter and commenting as I go - now on the subject of rooms
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and time of Annual Meeting -
1 think we want the other wing of the house - but as we

hope to be here several days before the meeting we can see about it then - and it may
be the Blairs will have their house. The home paper in announcing the departure of the

Moffetts from Madison to Arizona added that they expected to go on to California - so it

may be that already you have been with mother. Dear mother - if she did go on -

notwithstanding all her fears of travel, her loving heart was made glad by a sight of you

and by knowing you.

Am so glad you received my first letters from home. Now I know that last mail

will keep you in touch with me. The connection is established & will keep up until May
27 and then we need no letters. Three months from tomorrow!

All the friends - foreign and Korean inquire about you and are delighted with the

good news. All goes well here.

With love to father & mother and gratitude to them for all their goodness & love to

me and with a heart more than full of love to my own precious wife

Yours lovingly

Sam -

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)
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My own dearest:

I have longed for you more today than any other day since you left. I am tired, worried,

restless and generally 2. (nervous) & impatient and oh how I wish I could just sit down
with you and have a good talk. Too much work - too many things needing attention and not

enough time to give to them is the cause of it and today I have one of my spells in which

everything seems to be going wrong and a general collapse of all things seems to be looming

up before me. I know it is foolish and that I ought to look on the other side and see all the things

to be thankful for and so I do - but who wouldn’t be worried when in almost every direction the

congregations so overcrowd the church buildings that the people have to sit out on mats all

around the church in as cold a month as February and the inability of the people to provide

church buildings as fast as the congregation grows becomes a serious factor in the work. Then

too the church here grows so fast that we cannot look after it and too many things are

neglected. These things and their solutions are enough to take all a man’s time & thought but of

course in addition to them one must have such problems as the Fusan matter, the Pieters case

and the Hong Moon Syo Kol church with letters from a lot of people and all expecting one to

tackle the questions and do something with them.

Now you know the frame of mind I am in and why I am depressed - don’t you dearest -

and you know why I want you tonight. Don’t you know just how you would straighten me out? I

do and I wish you could do it. Three months from today you can do so - if all goes well.

On top of all comes the spring breaking up - a regular spring rain today - mud & slush

everywhere - and now comes all the thought of Spring garden & winter vegetables. Then too,

Kim the Sarang man got sick today & sent me all the keys and I had to inaugurate a new regime

in that work just when I was feeling cross & tired. Kept a tight rein on myself all day and have

not lost my temper once. “Little Jacky Horner, etc.”

Prayer meeting last night did me good and I gave a talk from Mr. Lee - reading a letter

from him. Today colporteur came in with account of inquiries all over the territory northwest -

where I have wanted to get a couple of groups started.

Mr. Hunt, Mr. Swallen & Mrs. Leek are expected Saturday night. I understand Mrs. Leek

may go straight home now. If so she will get off before I return from this next trip and as I start

on Saturday I shall probably have no chance to talk with her other than a few moments on the

road should I meet her there. If she goes on - you will doubtless know of it before she reaches

San Francisco and may see her there.

I must be off to bed.

With a heart full of love and oh so hungry for a sight of you and a longing for a talk with

you

Your loving husband

Sam

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



Seoul, Korea February 27, 1902 F.S. Miller

Dear Moffett:

The P.E.B.C. [Permanent Executive Bible Committee] met and the only thing of

importance was to consult with Suh and Appenzeller about adding to [the] Board of

Translators. S[uh] agreed and Ap[penzeller] did per force. [The] Com[mittee] was

unanimous. Jones and you were elected as the two additional translators. We hope

the missionaries’] stations and Bishop concerned can arrange your work so you can

serve. They elected you tho[ugh] they knew of your trip to U.S.A.

Also, notice was given by Hardie that (in order to bring [the] constitution up

before the Com[mittee]) he would propose the constitution] proposed by the B & F

[British and Foreign] & N.S.C. at next meeting. You ought to appoint a strong

substitute] if you cannot be here. I wish you would always appoint a substitute to bear

responsibility with me even if he has to come from Pyeng Yang.

I hope you will give careful & broad consideration to the proposition I am making

to the other members of the hymn book committee, that we ask the Mission to propose

to the [Presbyterian] Council that they take over one hymn book as a Council one and

thus have one Presbyterian hymnal in Korea. The Canadians are talking of one for their

Mission. I wrote more fully in my letter to Mrs. Baird.

Yours,

F.S. Miller

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)
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Alice My Dearest:

I feel somewhat better than I did yesterday & last night although still rather

restless & impatient - but not so blue. Academy classes this morning and officers

meeting this afternoon were the main order of the day - with figuring up accounts so as

to leave all things in shape when I start for the country.

It is the hardest kind of a thing to keep clear track of finances here and I am sure

I do not know just where I stand. I’ll have enough to get home on and enough to take

us to Madison at any rate and we will manage to get back here some way or other - and

perhaps I’ll find myself way ahead after all when I find out my bank balance and what

bills I have to meet. Carrying as many accounts - Books, Bibles, Building fund, Helper

fund, Home Mission fund & accounts with everybody & bills from New York coming in so

irregularly - it is difficult to know just where I stand and as you know, about this time

each year, the uncertainty is always great. However, I doubt not I have enough & to

spare - if all accounts were made up. Have ordered about 4 or 5 hundred yen worth of

books from Shanghai & Seoul - for I must keep that stock up while I am away.

Had a good meeting with the officers today and talked over plans for raising

enough money next fall for 3 assistant pastors. I hope to get them - Kim [Ik-Du], Kil

[Sun-Ju] & another, for they are greatly needed.

Heard good news from An Ju today. The group is growing and they have raised

150 nyang as a start towards providing a church. That is a great deal better than buying

one for them. Mr. Blair has been working over plans. Mr. Hunt & Dr. Sharrocks both

objected to certain features in his plan and he is bothering over that.

What a day we have had. It rained this morning until about 12 o’clock when it

turned to snow & rain mixed gradually getting colder until about 5 o’clock a heavy snow
storm set in and now there is about three inches of snow on the ground. What awful

roads we will have for our traveling. Miss Best & Miss Howell expected to go 60 li today

from Han Chun to Pouk Cheng in Soon An - and Mr. Hunt, Mr. Swallen & Mrs. Leek are

on the road. There is a great deal of sickness among the Koreans and among the

foreigners the grip still makes its presence known. Mrs. Noble & Miss Estey being the

latest victims. The M.E’s [Methodists, literally Methodist Episcopal] have a Miss Miller in

Chemulpo & now another is coming to P.Y. This makes five Millers in Korea in the

Missions and I know not how many in the mines, etc.

I close with the thought that is uppermost in my mind all the day long -
1 want to

see you -
1 am oh, so hungry for you. I have stood it pretty well for two months - but I

know one thing. I don’t make many more plans to have you in one part of the world &

me in another. The next time there is need for one of us to move out, the other is going

along. This was the only thing to do this time but we will see to it that such a

combination does not come again.
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By the way, Mr. Baird says to send his watch by Mr. Bostwick [a business man in

Seoul] if he will kindly bring it and place it in charge of Miss Doty in Seoul. I am in a

quandary about those fire sets. I suppose I’ll take them to America with me - but

suppose I have to pay duty on them? Have already paid freight, duty, etc. here and if

we have to pay it there again, am afraid we will be about as bad off as if we had kept

them. However, back they go with Buddha, etc.

My love to father & mother - kind regards to all friends & my best wishes to

everybody who does anything for you. With all my love to you, dearest

Your own

Sambo

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)
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0F THE STUDENT VOUNTEER MOVEMENT FOR FORE,ON

JHE UNEVANGELIZED MIL I IONS IN KORFA

REV. H. G. UNDERWOOD. D.D KOREA

We turn from that great country, India, to a little bit of land whose geographymost people know nothing at all about. I suppose that you, being students of
m^sionary work, know something about the geography of Korea, but of the way in
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a h6rmit nati0n: every door and avenue of approachwas closed. It was death to any foreigner to be found upon the shores of Korea or toany Korean to be found harboring any foreigner. A little over twenty years ago France
sent her gunboats to her doors demanding that they be opened, and Korea refusedThe United States sent her gunboats, and Korea refused to open the doors. The
Church of Christ bowed in prayer asking for open doors, and God opened Korea.

Under these circumstances we would naturally expect, when we came to a landso opposed to the foreigner and what he brought, that there would be an intense hatred
of everything foreign and Christian. However, when we got there, we found thatG°d h
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n0t °nly broken down the le9al barriers to our entrance, but the same
th ?il

ad 9°ne before us
’ had broken down the barriers in the hearts of the people so

that they were ready to receive us and listen to us. Japan, that country that we speak
of as a nation born in a day, we find ready to take up with foreign or new ideas. China
hes on the other hand, that mighty nation that knows nothing good outside of China
Korea comes between, willing to acknowledge that there is something good outside ofKorea. And there you see the leverage that we have.

Not only did we find the people willing to listen to us, but we found a stranqe
state of affairs^ We found that the people had to a large extent lost faith in their old

q '^°u
nS ' Confucianisrri is today in Korea nothing more than a system of morals.

Buddhism which at one time held sway throughout the whole land and was given by
Korea to Japan, has lost its hold upon the people; so that the educated say, “It is goodenough for the women and children." The prevalent form of Taoism is also losinq its
hold, and the educated of the land are beginning to think that a little medicine, properly
administered will do more good than the pounding of tambourines and burning of
incense to a sleeping god.

In addition to this we find one or two other advantages that we had to use as
given us by God. Dr. Allen had won favor with the King. The favor of the officials has
to the present time been ours. Now let us see what the results of the work have been.
.

can only touch on these. After seventeen years we are able to tell you that there are
in Korea between six and seven thousand public communicants, between four and five
thousancf members of the catechumen classes, and a still larger body of adherents who
call themselves Christians; so that there is in Korea today a body of over 20,000 men
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and women who have given up all their heathen practices and worship and are bowing
to worship the God we honor here tonight.

In addition to all this there are three characteristics of the Church in Korea that I

wish to name. First the extreme activity of the Church. All our churches in Korea, with
three or four exceptions, are absolutely self-supporting. They build their own chapels,
support their own evangelists, their own school teachers and are building their own
schools and paying all the running expenses of their own churches. The second point I

want to call attention to is that they are an extremely generous people. I cannot give
details for lack of time. The third and most important point to which I would call your
attention is that the Korean is nothing but a simple child in the faith, who takes God at
His word and believes in prayer. He has not read the fasting out of his Bible yet, and he
has not read Ask and ye shall receive” out of his Bible. I wish you could hear him talk
of God. He does not use the word “God” very much; he says, “Father.” A little church
was in trouble and meeting with terrible persecution, and addressing the leader I said,
“What have you done about it?” Said he with a smile, “We have told Father about it,

and it will be all right.” They look to God as Father, trust Him as such and know that
when they ask God in faith believing they will receive.

I do not laud what they are doing there as something exceptional; I do not hold
Korea up as the only land where God is blessing this work; but I simply mention these
facts as indicative of what God is willing to do the world over, if you and I will give Him
the opportunity. God has opened up the world. God offers this whole world to us, but it

is our duty to go up and occupy it for Christ. I wish I had time tonight to mention details,
but, instead, simply bring these two or three things before you. God is calling in Korea.
We have heard His calling in India as never before; He is calling in Korea as never
before; we shall hear from China, that He is calling there as never before. God the
world over has prepared this world for Christ, if we will take it to Him. You remember
the old Scottish clan, how eager they were to heed the summons when they were
called. The farmer left his plow, the blacksmith dropped his red-hot iron, the groom at
the altar left his bride:

“When flits this cross from man to man,
Vich-Alpine’s summons to his clan,

Prompt at the signal of alarms,

Each son of Alpine rushed to arms.”

Shall man be more obedient to the earthly summons than to the heavenly? Can it be
said that Highland chieftain shall inspire more devotion than the Captain of the Lord’s
host? Shame on us if we heed not the call! And I verily believe that the curse that was
pronounced against Clan Alpine shall be pronounced if we do it not:

“Burst be the ear that fails to heed!

Palsied the foot that shuns to speed!”

(from New York. Student Volunteer Movement for Foreign Missions, 1902 A series of addresses delivered under the headinq WORLD-WIDE
EVANGELIZATION, THE URGENT BUSINESS OF THE CHURCH, pp. 93-95)



Toronto, Canada between Feb. 28 - Mar.2, 1902 Horace G. Underwood

ADDRESS DELIVERED
MISSIONS. TORONTO.

BEFORE THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
CANADA. FEBRUARY 26 - MARCH 2. 1902

OF THE STUDENT VOLUNTEER MOVEMENT FOR FOREIGN

THE URGENT BUSINESS OF THE CHURCH

REV. H. G. UNDERWOOD. D.D.. KOREA

Before I attempt to urge the absolute need of workers, we should know the
outstanding results of the work there. In the last sixteen or seventeen years of labor in
the little Hermit Nation we are able to report to the Church at home six or seven
thousand baptized communicants, a class of catechumens of between three and four
th°U

?.
n^t° Which Sh0Uld be added that lar9e class of men, women and young people

about 20,000 in number, who call themselves by the name of Christians, who have
given up their heathen practices, but whom the missionary has not deemed ready to be
received as catechumens. This is God’s work, and as we acknowledge that fact we
should realize that it is God’s call to His Church to fully man the field which He has
blessed so abundantly.

The first reason for desiring new workers is that the missionaries are absolutely
unable to keep up with the growth of the Church there. That is what every Korean
missionary will tell you, no matter where he is. One little village in the northern part of
one of the provinces had heard something about Christ, and someone took down a few
copies of the Acts of the Apostles. The people read them, and as it does wherever it

enters into men’s hearts, the truth compelled one of those men to believe and when he
believed there was but one thing to do, namely, to tell his neighbors, after which he
appealed to us to send someone to teach the gospel. As there was no one to send he
appealed two years in succession, and there was still no one to go. Then what do you
suppose those people did? They had read the Bible, and they saw there that the
command was, Go ye into all the world and baptize them into the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. They had believed, but they had not received
baptism, and they seriously considered what this washing rite was. One day after
prayer and conference among themselves, they went off, each one to his own home
and in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, they bathed
themselves. Perhaps according to our ideas it was not a very proper baptism; perhaps
it is heresy to call it such; but I believe that in the eyes of Almighty God it was as true a
baptism as was ever administered by ordained hands.

The missionaries are unable, I say, to keep up with the work. Here is a letter in
which the writer says in effect: “We are in the midst of the class with about 400 workers
in attendance. There are so many that as usual the buildings are too small. Every
morning prayers are held in the big room at the academy, and we meet for conference
in the church. Last Sunday the church was crowded, people sitting on the platform and
everywhere. There were multitudes that could not get in at all. An actual count showed
867 men and over 137 boys, and with the women there were at least 1,500 people.
During the Week of Prayer one thousand people came out, wading through snow drifts
up to their waists. The situation has become alarming in this respect, that we are all of
us overworked and under such a strain that there is serious danger of a breakdown. I
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am hoping and praying that I may get through the class without being sick. The reports

from all sections are such that we could just about duplicate our work if we only had the

force with which to do it.”

This is what you hear of everywhere. The work could be doubled. We are

appealing to the boards and they say, “Where are the men and the women and the

means?” Much as they rejoice over the situation there, they do not appreciate the

present opportunity, nor do we missionaries ourselves, although I confess that we are

nearly killing ourselves in trying to grapple with it. If we had the time to devote to

practically new work and the developing new territory, during the last three years I could

have established thirty new groups inside of a year. But how can we establish them

when we have no time to examine the catechumens who are waiting to be examined,

and to baptize them?

The work which I have been speaking about is up in the north, just in one

section. Take your reports of Korean work and look at the map, and you will find the

reported results in Korea almost entirely north of the city of Seoul. Why has there been

so little fruitage in the southern part? You might as well expect to reap a crop where

you had not sown as to reap a large harvest in the south of Korea; we have not had the

women or the men to work it. Oh, to think of it, that the only thing that is holding back

and hindering the Spirit of Christ in the little Hermit Land today is the Church of God!

The members of the body of Christ, though they hear the calls to go forward, falter and

hesitate and do not go.

the question is also asked, “For what are the new workers needed?" They are

needed to train the people. We tell you of the large numbers coming; let me describe

more fully one place. Down on the river there is a little village whose people came and

told me that there were over a hundred converts there. I went down and on Sunday we

held a service. A large number turned out. The little chapel which they had made

ready before any missionary had ever gone there was too small to hold them all. I said

to an old woman, “Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ?” "Yes, I do" was the reply.

“Who is Jesus?" was my next question. “I don't know,” she answered. “Why,” I said,

“you just told me that you believed in Him, and you don’t know who He is? How can

that be?” She replied: “I am nothing but a poor old ignorant woman. They told me that

these things that we have been worshiping are all false, and that there is only one true

God and that we were sinners, which we knew, and they told me that if we would

believe in that One, Jesus, our sins would be forgiven, and I am just believing that, and

I am so happy.” I do not believe that woman was ready to be received into the Church

of Christ, but I do believe that in God’s sight she was a true Christian. We need men to

train those people.

One of the great difficulties in that land is that we have no leaders. We need

men to guide and direct the people, and hence missionaries to take these people who

are willing to come out on the Lord’s side and guide and direct them in their studies and

in their work. If we do not do it, we are leaving the door wide open for him who goes

about as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour to bring in Romanism and its
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errors and other heresies to feed these people whom God has brought to the point

where they are hungering and thirsting for bread.

This question also is asked, When do you need re-enforcements? At this

moment. Mr. Moffett’s letter says, "Right now.” Every Korean missionary will tell you

that we need them immediately. Why? Study the history of missions and you will find

that there has been a time when the populace has been in favor of Christianity, and
then a reaction has come. It must come in Korea. Thus far no officialdom has been
opposing us, but the change must come. Look away north and see how Russia joins

Korea. Where Russia directs her eye, she always goes. God is pointing out to His

people that there is an open door, that the time for the closing of that door is imminent,

and He is saying to His Church in tones that cannot be misunderstood, “Son, daughter,

go work today in my vineyard."

The next question that I have been asked to discuss is, How many missionaries

are needed? I cannot say how many are needed, but surely as many as we already

have on the field, and that is twenty-five. Secretary Brown in his report about affairs in

Korea, not yet published, says that to keep up with the work in hand, you ought to

quadruple the force now on the field. We are not asking for a hundred, but for twenty-

five men and women. Missionaries of the Methodist Church, South, say that they want
thirty-five, but when they say this to the board, the board turns and says, “Where are

the men and women?” There is a question that confronts the Church and this

Convention. The next question has to do with the possibility of the evangelization of

Korea in this generation. I have been an optimist, and we have the good Lord on our

side. In this generation? Yes, it is possible; I know that it is. Korea is wide open today,

and the question for the Church to answer is whether she will enter. The Koreans are

ready to hear and listen. The only hindrance is God's own Church and people. I verily

believe that our Church, as she looks forward in her prophetic vision, takes in too small

a horizon, and I really feel that with this whole world wide open today and God calling

upon His people, if the Church of God would rise as one man in this work now, it might

be done. I pray God that the power of His Holy Spirit may so roll the burden for souls

upon every man and woman here and that they may so carry that burden into every

part of the continent that God’s Church may rise with all her God-given power and go
forward to evangelize this world in our generation. It is possible; but O, how weak our

faith! God grant us such a strong faith that we will realize its possibility, that we will

undertake great things for God, expect great things from God, and then see them
realized.

(from New York. Student Volunteer Movement for Foreign Missions. 1902 A senes of addresses delivered under the heading WORLD-WIDE
EVANGELIZATION. THE URGENT BUSINESS OF THE CHURCH, pp. 403-406)



Pyeng Yang, Korea

My Dearest:

March 1, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

We are off today for a 25-days trip. The courier will meet us twice with letters

from you. This will be my last trip & then only about 3 weeks before I start for home.

Six inches of snow on the ground this morning and a bright day.

All my love to you this morning. Oh how glad I will be when these trips are over

without you to say good bye to as I go and to welcome me as I return.

A message of love to you all realizing more & more each day how much I love

you.

Your own

Sambo

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



Seoul, Korea March 2, 1902 Frederick .S. Miller

Dear Moffett:

First and foremost, we are expecting you to spend all the time you can with us

when you are on your way to U.S.A.

Received your [letter] re Bible Committee affairs. I think you should appoint a

substitute when you cannot attend so as not to put all responsibility on one man.

The constitution will come up next time & I shall move to amend the VII

paragraph as you suggest, except I think it ought to read: “with the resident agent or

agents”, as putting agent in the singular shuts out the A.B.S. [American Bible Society], if

they are thinking of an agent here. I hope they do not send one, though. I do not think

they will from a letter Mr. Loomis wrote me. Also, after “shall act as an executive

committee”, there ought to be some designation of the work of which they are an ex.

com. [It] would then read as follows: “This committee shall stand in an advisory relation

to the British Society on all matters relating to Bible work in Korea and shall act as an

executive committee on Bible work in connection with the resident agent or agents of

the Bible Societies. All cases of disagreement between the committee and the agent or

agents , etc.”

Let me know just what you frankly think of my suggestions. I shall be satisfied

with anything that satisfies you.

I think we ought to put Article III, section 4 back in again, as Mr. Ritson says all or

none - and all is an impossibility. It might read: “Members of the Board of Translators

shall not be eliminated from membership on this committee unless all serve as

members.”

I feel encouraged to think that we and the [Bible] Society are drawing together on

this matter.

Yours,

F.S. Miller

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Soon An, Korea March 3, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

Alice My Dearest:

Mr. Blair & I had a great walk over muddy roads on Saturday, arriving here at
sunset. We met Mr. Hunt & Mr. Swallen & Mrs. Leek on the road a good way out. They
had had a hard trip and would probably reach Pyengyang not much before 9 o’clock
that night. The roads are simply dreadful.

We had a good day here yesterday. Nearly 200 people gathered and I received
36 catechumens and baptized 2 infants. This church is not strong altho there are large
numbers. There are many hopeful features but they need more oversight & direction &
more teaching. So much to be thankful for and yet so much needing to be done.

Kim Too Yung came to see me and was present at both services. I still have
great hope of his repentance. We go from here to Pouk Chang for a class, staying
there until next Sabbath.

It is nice to have Mr. Blair along and he is a great help in the singing. The
women here all ask for you and were delighted to hear that you are better. They want
you to come out when you get back.

Yesterday among the attendants was a man who came for the first time bringing
his 20-year-old son who a few days ago “went crazy" - was taken possession of by a
“tok gabi” [evil spirit]. The father left the son here to be with the Christians for several
days and they have begun to work with him - teaching him the truth, praying for him and
seeking to lead him to faith in Jesus Christ. There have been so many such people
relieved and brought to their right minds in this way - that, explain it as any one will, the
fact remains that through faith the relief has come. Whether by direct act of God or the
indirect influence upon the mind, the result is the same and the cure comes in answer to
the prayer of faith.

We have just finished breakfast and are now ready to start off for our 30 li walk.
This goes by Korean mail and may not reach you for a long time - as I believe the last

letter I mailed here took 8 days to reach Pyeng Yang - only 50 li.

With all my love dearest, realizing that when this trip is over I shall have but a
short time before starting on the road to you. The thought of it makes me impatient to
go. Pray for this work that it may be strengthened and that this people may be built up
into a strong Christian church.

Lovingly yours,

Sam

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



Soon An Pouk Chang March 4, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

My own Dearest:

Every day's experiences make me long so much the more for a long heart to

heart talk with you. It is a joy to be in the work but oh: how much I miss the inspiration

which comes from sharing it all with you. If I could just look forward to having your

loving greeting when I get back to P.Y.!

After a visit to Soon An Sachon where I had a good talk with the excommuni-

cated Helper & suspended leader and a visit to another village where 6 or 8 meet each

Sabbath we reached here about 4 o’clock yesterday afternoon tired & hungry - after

wading through snow under us and above us & all around us. We found a goodly

number already assembled and today began the class with over 60 here, some 15 of

them being women. All has started well and there is great encouragement in the work.

The women here as elsewhere all ask for you and it does them & me good to tell them

how much better you are. Will have over 20 to examine for baptism here beside others

from neighboring churches.

How simple the faith of this people and how great the joy they have received

through believing. It does me good to see the way these women are growing and

getting a real hold on the truth so that they enjoy the services and are found faithfully

attending through storm or through cold - even when the only one in their neighborhood.

March 5, 1902

Once again dearest I get a little chance for a talk with you. Was interrupted last

night and today has been full - all the time - with class work & examinations. This

afternoon just before class I was made glad by the arrival of the colporteur from P.Y.

bringing your letter of Jan’y 20th. Oh how much good it does me to get the good news

of your restoration to health and to know you have gotten along so well. Yes indeed! we
are repaid for the long journey and for all the trial involved in the separation. How
thankful I am you went home and how thankful for the good results. Now then [is the

time] for real good care of yourself and building up in health. Perhaps the great

blessing we long for may yet be granted us in the future sometime. My own dearest -

put yourself in the way of gaining as robust health as possible.

Your letter reaches me too late to send you the information you want for last of

March but some of your requests have been anticipated in previous letters for I have

been giving you items of the work from time to time. From the date of your last letter

20th Jan’y on up to the present my letters should reach you regularly by every steamer

and by this time you ought to have letters from me up to about 1st of Feb’y. How I have

enjoyed your letter today and how it has warmed my heart - about the only thing about

me, by the way, that is warm. Mr. Blair & I have been freezing in a little 8x8 room

which we cannot get warm - the wind blowing so that the fire does not heat it and as it

had not been heated for a year it takes time to get the cold walls heated through. It

turned cold again the day we reached here and a cold wind has been blowing. We are
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having a fine class and it is a delight to see how these people hang on my words as I

preach to them in the afternoon. Am giving them lessons from life of Christ in the

morninqs and sermons from Acts in the afternoons. The rest of the day is put in in

preparation and in examinations and in talks with Mr. Blair. Mr. Blair says to send you

his regards, to tell you we are having a good time and that he is taking good care of me

(he runs the culinary dep’t.)

Now, dearest, I just long for a good chat with you. When you write that you are

hunqrv for me it just makes me oh so much the more eager to join you and yet I am so

clad to have you hungry for me and to know that your life is not full without me. I am

daily more & more thankful for our love and all it means every day & every hour.

A message of love to your dear father & mother who are enjoying you these

days. With all my love to you

Yours Lovingly

Sam

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Seoul, Korea March 4, 1902 F.S. Miller

Dear Moffett:

That dig was only a sly remark that you feared to suggest our coming to Pyeng

Yang lest you would be accused of trying to “sneak a Snook". You seem to have gotten

an idea that I am hyper sensitive & took offence at something you said or thought you

folks were not “a lot of fellows wanting to take advantage of no one". I am not half as

sensitive or suspicious as I may have appeared to be under the excitement of the

Annual Meeting. I said a good many things I ought not to have said because I felt that

you folks were not able to appreciate the situation in Seoul, that you misunderstood Dr.

Avison & his plans, that you were too much of one mind to be helpful to each other in

keeping each other from going to extremes, that we all fall into the habit of cooking [?]

mission matters among ourselves before Annual Meeting & thus do away with all

advantage of free discussion before decision. I felt also that there was not a man
among you except your physicians who knew enough about medical work to sympa-

thize with the physicians in their difficult & discouraging position. I felt too that you are

too inclined to say - what is true up to a certain limit & utterly false beyond that limit, that

“the greatest need of reinforcements is where the greatest harvest is already white”.

And so deplete stations that have a large territory to cover with no magnificent native

help in covering it.

I do not feel & have never felt discouraged about our Seoul work. I know that all

that is required of us is that we be faithful. I do not in the least envy my brethren their

glorious results. I may honestly say I would not trade unless I knew the work I have

been given is being as well or better looked after than if I had care of it for I know that

my work is as important or perhaps more so than if I had a large native constituency to

commit it to and to rely upon. We are laying most interesting foundations in the south of

Seoul among a people who have souls & therefore need salvation as much as those in

the north and need us more from the mere fact that they are far harder to reach. And I

think we have reached the time in Korea to throw our forces more into the places where

the harvest needs attention to make it whiter. A white harvest of souls helps very

largely in harvesting itself. One not white needs all attention to whiten it & is helpless.

I fear you are inclined to go too far in your plea for white harvests. It is good to a

certain limit and I think that is reached in P[yeng] Y[ang] though if I knew more of your

work I would not think so perhaps. Oh, well, hang it all, as you would say (or if you did

not, I would),— all right.

I have consulted several members of this station & find they feel as you do about

the Sidebotham house. So, I shall so write him.

About hymn books, we shall send you 1000 as soon as we can get that many &

then 4000 more as fast as we can. You will pay for them if possible in, say, four

installments as we need money for new editions (large & notes). [The] price is whole-

sale .09 sen, retail 20 cents Korean or one yang your money. We can't go below or

above that no matter who loses. We lose at 9 cents Japanese, as they cost $13.00
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more than that on this edition. We ought to charge 10 cents. Cost is now nearly 2 to 1

& so we must charge 5 yang. Supplements cost 3 sen each & sell from 5 cents Korean

(2 -— 5 p- your money I think).

I hope price of books will suit you, though. I am sorry the Committee has to lose

that $13.00.

[I] am glad you have such good reports from Mrs. Moffett. Give her & her

parents our love when you write.

Mrs. M[iller] had an operation performed on the 4
lh and as yet we do not know

how successful it is. [She] had three little protuberances out from lower part of [the]

bowel which Dr. A[vison] thinks may be what [was the] cause of trouble. She will be in

bed for a while. [She] is comfortable except for eczema caused by iodoform (as it

always affects her). We forgot about the affect of it at time of operation. I hope & pray

she may get well & strong now. She will be confined in two months and needs more

strength before that time. May we have as heretofore the prayers of our P[yeng] Y[ang]

brothers and sisters for her.

I shall write Sidebotham about his house right away.

[I] hope I have answered all your inquiries & set your mind and conscience

entirely at rest about that dig. Please don’t think me so awfully sensitive & suspicious. I

am not.

Yours,

F.S. Miller

If you have remarked that you don’t know what’s the matter with that man Miller -

he thinks I am always ‘‘digging at him”, please correct the impression. If I reread this I

might correct or change it but it is too hard to read my writing for me to reread it.

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Soon An Pouk Chang March 6, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

Alice Dearest:

Classes & examinations and private talks with various ones have filled up the day

also and we are just about to go to bed. I wish you could have heard some of the

examinations of these poor simple people whose faith is as simple and strong as can

be. Over & over again I think of Christ’s words “I thank thee Father that thou hast

hidden these things from the wise and prudent but revealed them unto babes.” Truly

many of these babes have an insight into spiritual truth and have laid hold upon Christ

with a firm grip determined that come what may they will never give Him up now that

they have once found out the joy and peace there is in believing. The Gospels’

conquests here may not enroll many of the wise & noble but I doubt not some of these

simple ones will shine brightly in the Kingdom in future days.

These examinations give one such an insight into life and disclose so many of its

sad & pathetic incidents. The poor women have so many sad tales to tell and life has

been so full of misery and disappointment and so barren of any real satisfaction.

Dearest, such a love as is ours has never been known in all this land. The very contrast

of the fulness of blessings in our lives and the emptiness of the lives of most of this

people is enough to startle one into shamefacedness for the lack of an overwhelming

sense of gratitude for all our mercies & blessings.

I sometimes think I should like to get away from all work & all other thoughts for

awhile and just retire into quiet contemplation of some of the deeper thoughts & realities

of God’s goodness which flash upon me at times. There is not enough time for medita-

tion in this active busy life so full of pressing urgent duties.

Good night, dearest. Each day is filled with thoughts of you which fill me with joy

& gladness. I only long to share with you some of the many glad thoughts which you

always bring to my mind.

Lovingly your own

Sam

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Soon An Pouk Chano . Korea March 7, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

My Dearest:

Courier arrived again today with circulars, etc. on Mission business, a few letters
& papers, but of course no more letters from you as there was not time for another mail
since last courier came. There is only a small amount of interest in a mail which has no
letter from you. It is wonderful dearest, what an envelope in your handwriting means &
what the lack of one means. How many many ways there are of realizing what a big
thing in one’s life such a love is!

Another good day today with a good class. Have examined more and now have
20 ready for baptism with others yet to examine.

Miss Snook is to come here a week from today for a class with the women. One
Too’s mother will come with her.

This is all for today as I must attend to business letters and have them ready for
the courier who goes early in the morning.

A heartfull of love to you, my own precious wife. Oh, how I long for you every
day & hour.

Lovingly,

Sam

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



Soon An Pouk Chang Saturday night March 8, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

My own Dearest:

The class is now over and has been a good one. Tomorrow we hope for a great

spiritual blessing in the service which follows the class. Twenty-seven are to be

baptized - 15 men and 12 women and they are very happy in the prospect. Not all are

of this church - a number coming from 3 other groups. I wish you could have heard the

exclamations of joy and the happy laughter of some of the old men in the class as we
studied yesterday and today about the Resurrection and the coming of the Lord. When
I said yesterday that we would not come into judgment - that we had already had our

trial and been acquitted one old man broke out with “°t°|i
,

A
| °L [Oh! what a load

off my mind!], with such an expression of relief that it fairly thrilled me. It was the shout

of one who had grasped the great truth of justification and the man has been so

perfectly happy since. As I talked today about the coming of Christ and our entrance

with Him into glory - the same man said - “Go on, tell us more - the farther you go the

more joyful it is!”

These people have certainly enjoyed the class and been benefitted by it. Mr.

Blair remarked that the difference in the expressions of their faces even in the few days

of the class is quite marked. The old old story never loses its charm and the more we
tell it and see its effect the more we appreciate it.

There are two things which it is always a delight to talk about - the love of God in

Jesus Christ, the love of Christ for His Church - and that which is the earthly type of the

union of Christ & His church - our own love, dearest, for each other as husband & wife.

Oh! what precious truth and what precious thoughts. May it be that the sacredness of

both may fill our hearts with thanksgiving & praise and that we may rightly appreciate

and enjoy them.

With more & more love, dearest

Your own husband

Sam

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Soon An Cha Reup . Korea March 10, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

Alice My Dearest:

We had a fine bracing walk of 20 li this morning up a long narrow valley in and
about the high mountains between (Soon An) and (Cha San) until we finally

arrived at the last village just below the mountain pass where we have been all day.

The high mountains are on every side of us, the highest [being] that to the South where
there is a mountain fortress or walled town. Tigers are said to be numerous and last fall

one carried off a woman just a short distance from here. Looking up from the valley up

beyond the high mountains the stars appear unusually bright. It is a lovely spot and we
will soon have a church building here as we already have a little church with about 30
“living stones". We have had a good day here, the women meeting in the sarang which

serves as the meeting place, Mr. Blair & I sitting in the double window and the men
gathering on mats in front on the threshing floor. The sun was warm although on all the

hillsides around us the snow was still lying unmelted. The service of song made the

hymns ring down through the valley and brought a number of unbelievers up to hear

what was going on. We received 15 catechumens here. They have a small school (4

boys) but may have more next year. We have had service again tonight and now are

off to bed.

We are keeping well and having a good trip. Yesterday was a fine day for the

end of the class at Pouk Chang. 29 were baptized and 27 catechumens received.

About 130 people gathered for the service, and the administration of the sacraments

made a profound impression as it always does. More & more are we seeing the power
of the Spirit manifested among & in this people.

With these jottings a heart full of love goes to you from your loving husband.

Sam

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



Soon An ChaChak March 11, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

Alice My Dearest:

A fine walk this morning over the mountains bringing us to a high pass from which we
looked off to the sea with its white breakers. Down through snow, ice and mud we came until

we reached a village near here where a number of Christians meet. We stopped there for a
while and were regaled with a Korean dinner which probably did my headache no good as it

continued all day & until within an hour this evening. After dinner we came on here and have
been gathering up the fragments in this once promising group. It makes one sad to see the
desolation the gold miners have worked in this region - both material and spiritual. Good farms
have been all dug up and no compensation given; all the fine trees in the region cut down -

whether pine trees or fruit trees - not even sparing the trees around the grave sites or the old

chestnut trees around the church. This was a beautiful neighborhood a few years ago and now
it is as bare as can be. The moral and spiritual desolation is nearly as bad. Gambling &
drunkenness have been rife - almost all the Christians have had to move away and of those that

remained a number have been led astray and fallen into sin with the general crowd of miners.
There is a bright side, however. A remnant have remained faithful through it all. Some of the
women still read & pray in the quiet of their homes altho the general disorder has prevented
church attendance. Some of those who in their weakness became cold and indifferent were yet

enabled to resist the temptation to gross sin and are now coming back penitent and with

renewed hope.

We had a good service tonight and have begun all over again after suspending five

members and dropping 14 catechumens. In the two years since the miners came in 7 have
died and 27 have moved away, most of the latter becoming identified with other churches.
Thus, over 50 have been lost from the roll of this church and the remnant consists of about 20
who can be counted on as sincere with about 20 more who are uncertain.

I hope I shall not have another church which will have to go through an experience with

the gold miners. Doubtless much good has been accomplished in some ways by the removal of
many to other places.

Tomorrow we reach Suk Chun and I am wondering whether the horses that come out
from Pyengyang will bring a letter from you. If they do the day will be a glad one for me. If they
do not I shall have to call up a good deal of patience in order to wait until the next courier
comes.

With all my love, dearest. This will be mailed in Suk Chun and then I will start in on
another series of daily bulletins. Mrs. Blair gets the benefit of my bulletins in this way. Mr. Blair

follows my example and sends one to her each day.

Lovingly yours,

Sam

[this village was the birthplace of the Rev. Dr. Han Kyung Chik on Dec. 29, 1902 (lunar

calendar) or Jan. 25, 1903 (solar calendar)]

(letter from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Suk Chun, Korea March 12, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

My Dearest:

I have time only for a glad shout because of the good letter received from you

tonight at supper - just before the prayer meeting service here. Oh, dearest, I am so

thankful for you and so glad to hear all the good news from you. Letters from Mother

Moffett & Mother Fish also came and a lot of other letters also - among them one which

will cause me a good deal of thought and prayer. The Bible Committee elected me a

member of the Board of Translators and now I must for the second time face the

question as to what is my duty in this matter. I want to do what is right and best - but for

the sake of the evangelistic work to which I felt the Lord had called me I have several

times decided against the calls to more literary work and renounced my desire to

become a Korean scholar . To accept the position, if Mission would consent, would

mean less evangelistic work. It would probably mean more time for the city church and

more time for class work and I grant that the attraction along that line is very great.

However, the amount of work I can do is decidedly limited and I doubt as yet whether I

can carry so many kinds of work to advantage. What is duty? Prayer and a willingness

to follow the Lord’s guidance will doubtless make it plain. Pray that I may be guided

aright. Will talk it over with you when I come home.

Had a good meeting here. We leave for An Ju in the morning.

Love to father & mother with thanks to mother for her letter & for all the little

“home” items she sends. Glad she got your hat & dress for you. Please ask her to

select a hat & suit for me, too. I’ll need one sure.

Lovingly,

Sam

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



An Ju, Korea March. 14, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

My own Dearest,

We have been busy indeed while here and last night after 60 li through muddy
roads and a service at night I was so tired that I missed my daily letter to you and so
dreamed about you all night. Today has been a busy day all the time but with so much
that is cause for rejoicing that, tired as we were, tonight we are happy. Have had fine
services here - have a good start on a church having a regular congregation of 20 each
Sabbath - had about 50 today - and today I received 17 catechumens, 12 of them for
this group - 6 of them city people. They raised the money (260 nyang) for a church and
had bought one before we came. The money was given for it today so this afternoon
after service in the old place we went to the new building - sang the doxology and had
prayer and viewed the landscape.

I feel very greatly encouraged over the prospect here and am rejoiced over it.

There are believers springing up in various villages and I hope soon to see things on the
move all around the city. More than ever I want our sub-station here and am going to
ask this year for 800 yen for a house here - now that the people have furnished their
own church - and then we can come & spend a month here and work & Miss Best can
do the same perhaps, etc., etc. and one of my pet schemes can be made to work, I

believe.

Busy as ever but all goes well. With all my love to you my own dearest - rejoicing
now your good health and in the hope of seeing you soon. After tomorrow you will

cease to write letters to me at P.Y. and when this reaches you I will probably be on the
way home.

Lovingly,

Sam

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Suk Chun Sa San . Korea March. 17, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

Another good day on the Sabbath altho I am so well tired out that the enthusiasm for the
work is pretty nearly gone. Saturday we came through a magnificent country - the valley of the
Chung Chyen river - the one between North & South Pyeng An Provinces. The river was full of
floating ice which the tide was carrying out & then in, back & forth until it breaks up or melts. The
valley is a very large broad one dotted here & there with hillocks of pine trees around which are
clustered many villages. There is a large population among which the gospel has been preached -

needing only attention to yield a harvest. In the midst of this fine valley we have a little group of 7
the beginning of something better, I believe. I baptized 2 of them and received 3 catechumens while
we stopped for dinner. Twenty li farther south is another small group of ten which is beginning to get
into good shape. They came over here on Sabbath and I baptized 1 and received 3 catechumens
from this group.

Of the Sa San group here I baptized 6 and received 9 and one visit has done this people
good. There is urgent need for work here on account of the Romanists who have a priest near here
who is trying to preempt this territory. I am thinking of asking the Mission to assign Mr. Blair to the 3
northern counties of my work - Suk Chun, An Ju & Kai Chun, leaving me Pyeng Yang, Soon An &
Yung Yon. Then I can give time to city church & class work.

The more I think of the Bible translation work the more reluctant I am to give up my other
work for it and I think I will eventually decline it - altho I want first to talk it over with several.

Had another fine big mail Saturday night by courier who brought bread. Three good letters

from you and one from mother Moffett. Will re-read your letters when I get home and answer more
definitely. Am so glad dearest to know all about you and your returning strength. Now please do not
try to accomplish anything but the one thing - whatever else is done being simply by way of
recreation and for sake of variety. Had a letter also from Mrs. Webb, a good one which I enjoyed.

Later - we travelled 40 li this morning and are now at Yung Yon Po Tel Kol where Chun
Sunsaing [teacher Chun] has been holding a class for 8 days. Will stay here 3 days, Mr. Blair going
in tomorrow. Will have about 20 here to examine for baptism coming from two churches and am
hoping to unite several groups here into one church in the Eupnai [village center].

3/04 & 5/02 - p.2 S.A.M.

Miss Snook & One Too’s mother are 25 li from here East & I will communicate with them
tomorrow. I am pretty well tired out, but five more days taking things somewhat leisurely will see this

journey ended and I will have the great bulk of my work done. A month in Pyengyang will then finish

up all and I will start for home & you .

A girl baby has arrived at Dr. Wells’ house. Hong [?] Moon Sye Kol church in Seoul has split
- - half holding with missionaries & meeting in Hospital, half going off independently. Kim Changno
has returned from Gensan [Wonsan] with good report. No further news of importance in my mail.

With all my love dearest - good night.

Your own

Sam

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Yung Yon Po Tel Kol . Korea March 18, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

My Dearest:

If you were here now I would indulge in one of my spells of "growling" for I am so

tired I feel like growling at everything & everybody and yet I am rejoiced over all the

good work. Have spent the whole day in examining candidates for baptism and in

talking & planning church affairs. Have accepted 17 for baptism and have more to

examine.

Mr. Blair left early this morning for P.Y. I sent a courier over 25 li to Miss Snook

& One Too’s mother suggesting that they visit a number of churches here, taking a

longer route home to P.Y. And Miss Snook answers that they will do so. I shall

probably not see her as I leave Thursday on my way in, visiting a number of churches -

and they follow me two days later over very much the same route.

Opportunities are everywhere and I only wish I could visit twice as many places.

I am off to bed now tired out for today. All my love to you my dearest in the joyful hope

of resting with you before long.

Your own,

“Sambo”

March 19, 1902

My own Dearest:

Another great day and a joyful one to this region. I held a conference this

morning concerning plans for a union church in the eupnai [within the town] and brought

about a unanimous decision to plan for a union church there even tho it might take two

years to get it and to retain all the little churches (4) now 10 li in each direction from the

eupnai. This afternoon I received 19 catechumens, baptized 20 adults and 1 infant and

had the Communion service after which I announced committees on Church Fund and

Purchase of Church Building and proceeded to take subscriptions. It was a treat to see

the way they responded and we found we had 600 nyang - so that with a little help from

other churches they can go ahead and buy a building in the eupnai right away. It was

touching to hear a blind woman subscribe 50 cash and another woman say that

although she had nothing and was living almost by begging she would give 50 cash,

while still another passed over 2 silver rings saying she had nothing else to give.

I have been dead tired but this service did my heart good and I am rejoicing and

the whole region feels invigorated. If only we could give more attention to the work -

what a harvest & a work there would be - & what a great one, anyhow!

Am hearing good news already from the ground just covered. The church in An



. . ...... tu
3/1 8& 19/02 - p.2 SAM.

Ju is established - the one to be in Yung Yon is assured and now in my territory only Kai
Chun remains without a church in the eupnai [inside the town]..

Letters received this evening tell of Lee's great desire to get back to Korea & of
Miss Parsons' probable visit to Pyeng Yang April 20 to 25th. Am afraid I will just miss
her but possibly not. The new hymn books are out. Hope now to get in to P.Y. Friday
night, several days earlier than I expected when I left - but I am tired out and work there
now needs me.

With all my love as ever,

Lovingly yours,

Sam

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Yung Yon Tek Mou Si March 20, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

My Dearest:

Have been travelling in the rain & through the mud today and making lots of
Koreans get themselves wet & muddy. Nevertheless have accomplished a great deal.
In Yung Yon eup [village], I examined the two houses for sale - which are available for
church purposes and advised as to the purchase of one of them. Called there also on
an old man, a catechumen, and ate 3 eggs for his sake. Then went 10 li on to a new
group where 20 or more gather each Sabbath and held a service with 25 people there.
This afternoon came across country through a new section to a little group here which
has been struggling along for four years without a visit from me. I find 9 believers now.
Baptized an old woman of 74, received 3 catechumens and encouraged them all to
persevere, and received subscriptions of 10 nyang for the union church. Every place I

go I am led to exclaim, Oh! for more time to look after this work, to instruct this people
and to enter more fully into their lives and help meet their needs.

The sound of a sorcerer’s drum is in my ears as I write and the ignorance &
blindness of this people is so apparent that one longs to lead these new born Christians
into higher attainments that they may become greater homes in their own neighbor-
hoods.

I am off to bed happy but tired, tired but happy. With love to you all,

Your

Sam

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea Monday morning, March 24, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

My own Dearest:

Home again after three hard days through rain, mud, snow and wind. Stopped at
a church 60 li out Friday night and although unexpected, word was sent out to all the
villages and in the people came through snow & mud to the number of 30 or 40 and I

had to hold a service, tired out as I was. We were in crowded quarters and I did not get
at my valise that night at all. A setting hen watched over it and me all the night.
Saturday I came on home all right tho pretty well used up. Rested well yesterday and
am all right today and ready for work (have to be) and am at it again.

Some Japs are trying to “fleece" Choi Cho-si and I must go down to Jap Consul
this morning. Your many letters are a great joy. Will answer them tomorrow.

With all my love

Your own

“Sambo”

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea March 25, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

My own Dearest:

Much as I do not like it my letters to you these days must be mere notes that

barely touch upon a few questions and leave most of the things I should like to write

unwritten - for work presses harder & harder now as I near the close of my stay here. I

got back on Saturday and fortunately had a Sabbath rest before plunging into the great

whirl of business that had set upon me. Board letters, mission letters, committees,

church questions country & city, examinations, accounts innumerable, garden (fruit

trees, etc. - fruit trees & seeds arrived today); books & I know not what else have

occupied me every minute of the day.

Mrs. Leek is not going home until summer and I hope to help her get the estate

fairly under way for settlement before I leave. She is to [be] the administratrix. Mr.

Leek’s life insurance matters were finally all settled up and word from Mr. Hand [Mission

Board treasurer in New York] showed that he had the policies, the premiums to be paid

Dec. 15th - just ten days before Mr. Leek died.

A little girl arrived at the Wells house while I was in country - all well. A robber

entered their bedroom not many nights after, when Mrs. Wells was awake. She

screamed, the robber ran - Doctor waked up and ran for his gun & pursued to the door

but could see no one and then fired three times in the direction he thought the man had

gone. No clue, as usual.

Yesterday Doctor started for Syen Chun in response to telegrams telling him to

come at once prepared for typhoid fever. Dr. Sharrocks is down with it and now we
shall have to pass through another period of suspense. Again we need the prayers of

all. Miss Wambold who is on a visit to Mrs. McCarthy at English mines has been written

to suggesting that she go to visit Mrs. Sharrocks and I think we shall have to plan for

either Mr. Bernheisel or Mr. Blair to go to assist Mr. Whittemore - after we hear from Dr.

Wells. Everybody is on a strain with too much work and too many things demanding

attention. I shall hold myself in all I can and expect to get through the month tired but all

ready for a good rest. Examined 7 more for baptism today. We shall have a great day

April 6th if all goes well. Lights & shadows continue. “Sarang” Kim tried to commit

suicide because he had a quarrel with an old man.

More to write but this is all just now. With a heart full of love and a great heart

longing for you.

Lovingly,

Sam

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin papers)



Pyengyang, Korea March 26, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

My Dearest:

Another great prayer meeting tonight and a much needed spiritual refreshment

and invigoration for me. We expect Miss Parsons about April 20 - 25th and she writes

that one of her objects in going round the world is to see our prayer meeting. Well, if we
have such an one as we had last night she will be rewarded. I shall probably miss her.

Wish she could be here a week from Sabbath when I baptize so many.

Busy does not describe these days. There is three times as much to do as I can

possibly get done so some of the things will simply have to be left undone. Spring work

has begun and we have shifted the servants. Blairs take Whang Si & get a new outdoor

man while Ki Man goes into the garden and Heung Nak takes my work and then acts as

general overseer of the place, lawns, trees, garden, etc. during my absence.

The women were delighted with their thimbles and I with my handkerchief case.

What you cannot think of is hardly to be found. The russet leather polish & shoe strings

came also - but the mattress repair ticking (how is that for Korean idiom?) has not yet

appeared.

Problems and items of interest are numerous - among them the Pieters case,

Fusan situation, Tong Haks, etc. Think the outcome of the Pieters case will be a

request for his appointment.

Mr. Ross is in Shanghai for rest. Mrs. Ross in Nagasaki under doctor’s care.

Miss Moore and Miss Menzies go home not to return, so it is said, and the “wicked

flourish like a green bay tree”. Probably the end is not yet.

Tong Haks are reported numerous and the date set for an uprising is April 20 -

27. I suppose if I leave just at that time it will be thought I am fleeing and once more the

minds of the natives will be disturbed. Do not anticipate any trouble but they are

unsettling the minds of many. Quite a number in the Cho Oangi group are reported to

have become Tong Haks.

Miss Snook is back from a good visit to my section with One Too’s mother. Miss

Best & Miss Henry have just returned from Whang Ju. Mr. Miller & Mr. Sharp are

expected here before long coming up from a trip to Whang Hai Do. All goes well. More

later - with all my love

Sam

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea March 27, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

Alice my Dearest:

Now for a review of your letters with a view to answering questions, etc.

I had sent per Dr. W[ells] for a new candle for filter so one item is attended to and
other items are noted.

Well - well - what a treat has just arrived. Our seeds came with Mrs. Swallen’s
and she has just sent them over and with them such a lot of surprises! Your dear
father’s note with the "Little Classics” pencils, rubbers, etc. and your books for the
voyage. I have been longing for Dr. Gibson’s book and had it on my list. I shall enjoy it,

I know. The arithmetic for Quen Si’s boy gives me a glimpse into your childhood days.
I wonder what kind of girl you were. It seems given enuf time I wake up to the fact that
you had a history and a life before I knew you and that I had nothing to do with you
then. Give my love to your father & mother.

Less than a month now & I will be on my way to you. In fact when this reaches
you I will not be in Pyengyang. Am having Buddha packed today and beginning to get
things ready. Will attend to all the commissions I can but if they are not done I’ll not wait
to do them, but start off for the May 5th steamer leaving everything.

How I miss you these Spring days! By the way, Rob & Tom write urging me to
go on East in May or June instead of July as it is so hot there then. May is out of the
question. A part of June & a part of July we can plan to spend in Madison. How short
the time at home will seem, for come what may, if possible we must leave on Aug. 1st
for return. I suppose we can secure passage after I get home & we talk over matters.

Mrs. Webb writes about their Harper’s Weekly. I think all their copies went to Mr.
Leek and were left in their house, were they not? If you write to her tell her that is my
recollection & then add whatever you may know about them.

Feel a little less tired today and am getting along finely. All well.

With love more than ever,

Yours

Sam

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers



Pyengyang, Korea March. 28, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

My own Alice:

This big envelope will carry you only a few lines from me but will give you several

items of news and several glimpses into the work from other pens. I am working away

at a great rate getting all done that I can each day hoping to leave things in the best

shape possible. Sowed the white clover patch today and had garden plowed. Expect to

set out fruit trees tomorrow.

Mr. Noble & his wife [Methodist missionaries in Pyengyang] were here to supper

tonight. They expect to build a brick foreign church after all - their Koreans all wanting

it. From the point of view of civilization, of external appearances, of appeals to worldly

motives, etc., that is certainly the best policy but I believe it will do great injury to the real

spiritual interests of the work in Korea. However, that is a characteristic M E. [Method-

ist Episcopal] move.

Mr. Hunt returned from country yesterday - all well. One Too's mother has not

been well since her trip with Miss Snook. She is some better now.

Only two months from yesterday & I will be with you, dearest. It makes my heart

leap to think of it. What a joy you are to me even tho you are 10,000 miles away. Oh

how thankful I am for you, dearest. All my love goes out to you. Love to father &

mother.

Your own

“Sambo"

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea March 29, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

Alice my dearest:

A note from Miss Howell just received says: “You may have heard of the arrival

of a dear little boy at our house before the setting of yesterday’s sun. Both the mother

and babe are doing finely and we are all very happy". “G'A lbs"

How glad I am for Mrs. Leek. May her heart now receive the comfort she needed

and be cheered.

I am glad too that my advice was taken and that she did not attempt to go home

this month.

Here comes One Too’s mother up the path - so she is better & getting well again.

All my love to you once again, dearest

Sam

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea

My own Dearest:

March 29, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

I have been sitting here for almost an hour this Saturday evening re-reading all

your letters and oh how full my heart is and how many things I want to write you of - but

if I attempt to discuss with you all the items of interest in your letters I will not be able to

tell you anything about affairs here. Comments on your letters I will reserve until I see
you.

This has been a great day for me for I have worked only about 3 hours and have
taken the rest of the day for gardening and for a run over to the Wells' and to Mr. Hunt’s
for a “chat". How I have enjoyed the gardening and what a mental relief it was. The
trees, etc. all came in good condition. Heung Nak & I got in all the fruit trees, & I

planted the shrubs down below the house and the roses where the sweet peas were
last year - digging up the one in the middle of the lawn plot just in front of big pear tree

and adding it to the row of rose bushes. The grape vines and berries I put in the ground
and will try to get them planted out next week.

We are getting a number of improvements under way and Miss Snook is

transforming things around the guest house. Placing the holly hock bed in the center of

the blue grass triangle makes a great improvement. I have the plot all ready for sowing
now - have filled in the low part between the grass sown last year and the new path -

having the Korean grass border removed to what is now the border, thus leaving the

holly hock bed in the centre. The clover plot is all sowed and so fortunately just after it

was all sowed a light rain came up and it will certainly be a success now. Worked in

garden today with a light rain falling all the time.

I gave Miss Snook permission to put in steps of flat stone & grass sod on the

path from the guest house down past the grape vines and she has had it well done.
She has some pretty good ideas about fixing up things around there and I am letting her

go ahead. Now she has another idea which may also be a good one but which will have
to wait until we can talk over matters and it has your approval. She wants to put a

closet under the eaves at the back of the house - all the way along the “trunk room” -

now Miss Henry’s guest room - just where we arranged a rack for your chair [carrying

chair]. It can be put in all right and she says that as they are likely to be there another

year they would like to have the closet. She offers to put it in at their expense but that

does not enter into the question.

We will talk it over when I get to you and let her know sometime in July. She &
Miss Henry seem very happy & cheerful and are getting along all right so far as I can
see. I examined 3 more women for baptism and the roll is now about finished - there

may be a few more next week. On 6th of April we have the baptismal service.

This afternoon I had my final talk with the Japanese Consul on the subject of the

“forged" (?) note of Choi Cho Si's sons. I believe it a forgery but I doubt if Choi can get

justice in the Korean courts. He is inclined for that reason to compromise it out of court.

I do not wonder and do not blame him - altho I would not do it - and so I have told him

he must decide that point. Do not know what the outcome will be.

I must be off to bed for I want to get a good rest so as to prepare for a sermon



3/29/02 - p.2 S.A.M.

tomorrow. The woman's class has gathered today - more than ever I hear are in

attendance.

Mrs. Leek & baby both reported doing well. The Koreans are delighted to hear

the good news.

Another mail due soon and I shall have more news from you. Am hungry as ever

for it - but oh so hungry for you. 23 days more & I may start for you. By the time this

reaches me you will know I am on the way - and already you have ceased to mail letters

to Pyeng Yang. All are well. Miss Ogilvy has been sick for two weeks - one with Dr.

Harris, but is back again much better. She had a letter from you a short while ago.

With all my love, dearest, and love to all in the home - Mother, Father and
adopted sisters.

Am eager to know whether mother Moffett got up to you.

Lovingly,

Sam

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



Pyeng Yang, Korea March 31, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

My own Dearest!

Last day of March - only 3 weeks more & I will be off for home.

The church was crowded yesterday - the women simply packing their side - the

woman’s class being now in session. Wednesday’s meeting will have to be held in the

church as Marquis Chapel is too small. Cold winds yesterday but warm sunshine today.

Had a good letter from Mr. Leek’s mother yesterday - appreciating the letter I had

sent to her. Korean mail not yet in - so your letter not yet here. Will look for it today.

Word from Syen Chun is favorable. Dr. Wells reached there Thursday. Temper-

ature 102 to 104+. Dr. Wells reports Dr. Sharrocks is delirious at times but thinks all is

favorable. Mrs. Sharrocks had written me some days ago wanting us to select wall

paper for their house. She will send dimensions later. We can get it when we get ours

for bedroom unless you have already purchased it.

Word from Mr. Paddock tells me he has examined my report as administrator &
finds all correct and will give me my discharge after consultation with Dr. Allen (who is

probably in Seoul now). This is a relief - for I did not like to leave here with that unset-

tled.

By a mail some time ago I sent you a check or draft of Mrs. Fischer’s for £11-5-2

which I suppose will reach you safely. Think I made no mention of it afterwards and so

do so now. Cash it & apply it wherever needed or keep on hand for future needs. All

goes well - and I am not so tired as I was for a few days. Am getting along finely.

Lovingly,

Sam

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea

Alice my Dearest:

April 1, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

Yesterday I was made glad again by two good letters from you telling me the

same old story which I long to hear. Oh for a good long talk with you. I do long for you

so when I get real tired and have a headache and feel pretty blue. I used to get along

pretty well alone but I cannot do it now. You are an essential part of my very life and I

am no longer myself without you.

I was reading on Sabbath and came across these words of Spurgeon - “There is

something very sweet in love; whether it is sweetest to be loved or to love, I know not,

but certainly when the two meet together they are like two rivers which have flowed

through a rich and fertile country and combine to make some master lake, some inland

sea.” How much more such sentences mean than they used to.

Your letters were a treat but how hungry they make me for more. As the time

approaches for me to leave I am getting more & more impatient. It is a good thing I am
busy and busy indeed I am from morning till night.

You should see the woman’s class in session - the largest one yet gathered, the

Marquis chapel full of them and oh such a happy crowd of women. They are running all

over the community and having such a good time seeing our homes & us & singing &
studying. Many are the inquiries for you and they are all delighted to hear of your

progress in health. How much I enjoy all you tell me about yourself, your doings, your

thoughts, etc. Am glad you like living & sleeping outdoors. Am not quite sure that you
are not occasionally yielding to the temptation to try to “accomplish something” - for

reading between the lines I think you are doing a pretty good deal of planning &
thinking. Just give your brain a little rest and quit trying to plan things for running the

universe, dearest, and be real lazy and don’t care if things do not go right for a while.

Will try to get the medical books you wrote about & have them ready to go with

me.

Today I have been pretty well used up - tired & with a headache. Too many
things to do and no rest. If I can just hold out for 3 weeks more and get the necessary

things done then I am all right - for oh what a rest it will be to get away from all here and
to get with you. Please make no engagements for me to speak while at home. Of
course I shall have to tell about things here wherever I may be as opportunity offers -

but I am making no formal arrangements for addresses.

A letter from Mother at Redlands says she does not think she will be able to go
on up to San Rafael and accept your cordial invitation. How I wish she could. It does
seem too bad for her to be so near and yet not get to see you. She thinks there are too

many of them and would make you & your Mother a lot of trouble while you are not well,

etc., etc. Oh! we are a queer lot - we are. And are dreadfully afraid of making trouble

for people.

What a precious thing it is, dearest, that we understand each other as we do and
how nice it is to be understood.



4/01/02 - p.2 S.A.M.

No further news as yet from Syen Chun. All here are well. Mrs. Leek & baby
doing nicely.

Improvements in garden & compound go on each day. Got the lawn plot filled in

and seed planted today. Have been trying to decide on a place for the new grape vines

and have finally decided on the bed of strawberries up on the terrace - the part of it

nearest to the terrace facing south. Will get them in tomorrow and then all will be safely

& permanently planted. The lilac bush was not in the box but that was the only thing

lacking.

The chief objection to being away from here this year is that we cannot do much
towards carrying out our plans for the place. However, the year will not be without

some improvements. What a joy to plan & work & live with you dearest.

Your own,

Sambo

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



Samuel A. Moffett
Pyengyang, Korea April 2, 1902

Alice My Dearest:

Back again from another good prayer meeting. Mr. & Mrs. Blair went down with

me tonight. Eight or nine hundred people there and a good meeting. Am about through

the examinations and have 141 on the roll to be baptized on Sunday next.

Word from Syen Chun reports Dr. Sharrocks seriously ill - delirious and wild. Dr.

W[ells writes that it is very serious but not immediately dangerous. We wait eagerly for

news that the crisis is passed.

The wind has been blowing hard all day and it has turned cold & uncomfortable.

Hope it will not freeze tonight but it looks very much like it. Wind has made me nervous

all day and I am as restless as can be tonight. Am homesick too and want to see you.

Am tired and mad and irritable & everything else and feel like growling. Am going to

bed and rest up and add some more to this tomorrow when I feel better. I love you all

the same if I am “growlly” and oh, how I long to get to you. I enclose Rob’s comments

on our trip to Madison. My idea has been that we would spend last of June & first of

July there. Any way we fix it our stay both in San Rafael & in Madison will be too short -

but we will have to do the best we can. If I could see any way to accomplish it I would

leave here earlier - but I think it is out of the question and we will be thankful that we get

the time we can.

Love to all and all my love to my own precious wife from your own

“Sambo”

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



from Arizona date? Robert Bowman Moffett

[brother of Samuel A. Moffett]

Dear Sam -

Here we are in Arizona [mother and I] - all well and in a few weeks we move

farther west to San Diego, the city of flowers.

So you see we are almost meeting you half way - so near and yet so far.

A few days ago Tom [their younger brother, a missionary to the Navaho Indians]

and I were talking over your homecoming and we were fully agreed that you should by

all means arrange to spend June instead of July on the hill. June is beautiful - July is

fearfully hot and our little hill top cottage is far from cool in hot months.

Tom says if you will come in June he will come home and we will have Susie

come down. Madison is the hottest place on earth during July and Tom doesn’t want to

have such a warm reception. Really, Sambo, if it is possible to spend either May, June

or September instead of July and August with us, by all means plan to do so. Come in

May or the first of June. Our hill top will be beautiful at that time and it will be fine to

have Susie and Tom home at the same time.

I have just thought of another objection to July and August - Mr. Bodell will be

away on his vacation and our church will be closed. However, this is not so important

as the weather. But Mr. Bodell would be very sorry to miss you.

Write us that we may expect you home in May or June.

Yours fraternally,

Rob

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea April 3, 1902 Samuel Austin Moffett

My Dearest:

The wind has been howling all day and everybody is on a nervous tension

longing for it to stop and hoping for real spring weather. It froze again last night but I

hope no serious damage was done to rose bushes or newly planted plants, etc.

I have spent a good part of today in talking with officers & Christians about the

duty of the Christians in matters now before them as citizens. The magistrate called a

number of them in to confer on the subject of a tax he wants to collect. The tax is illegal

and they all told him so but just what they ought to do is a question. For complications

commend me to Korean governmental affairs.

Choi Cho Si’s case seems to have dropped out quietly so far - and it is said the

Japanese who was trying to work his schemes is going back to Japan. For the time at

least Choi is victor and all is quiet. What the future will reveal I know not.

Took a walk this afternoon with Hunt & Baird to the cemetery to consult about a

care taker for it. The hedge planted last year seems to be in pretty good shape and will

probably do well this year.

Mr. Bernheisel left this afternoon for Syen Chun to assist in nursing. Dr. Wells’

letter received yesterday said “situation serious but not immediately dangerous".

I am getting impatient to leave for home. Will be glad when next Sabbath’s work

is over and that accumulated work of the year has been attended to. Have 146

accepted for baptism.

Love to you and more of it as the day for joining you comes.

Sam

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyeng Yang, Korea April 4, 1902 Samuel Austin Moffett

My own Alice Dearest:

What have I done today beside thinking of you? Well - quite a good many things

altho nothing very steadily. Called on the magistrate this morning in behalf of Choi Cho

Si - talked with about a dozen people here on as many different subjects, examined one

more for baptism making 147 now accepted, bought another field and sent Chan Ik to

buy still another, examined the mirror and found that it came all right, wrote my narration

for station meeting next week and wrote first draft of a letter to a missionary in China,

Miss Silver, who wants to know the “secret of our success", etc. Did a lot of other little

things and this evening sat & talked all evening with Mr. E.H. Miller, who arrived from

Seoul this afternoon. He & Mr. Sharp have come to stay for a while and we shall all

greatly enjoy their visit. How I wish I could talk over with you all the various events &

doings instead of making a mere jotting of them. The women of the class, 150 or more

of them, are running over everything & everybody - so happy and so full of good cheer.

Miss Best says we will have to have more buildings to accommodate the classes.

Sabbath I expect to see things simply crowded at the big church. May the good work go

on.

The chief thought in my mind these days is a great longing to see you and just be

with you again. Pretty nearly as impatient as I was three years ago about this time.

No news today from Syen Chun. Dr. Folwell was over today and we had a long

talk. He thinks Wells’ letter indicates a very serious case. Yesterday the critical period

will have begun. We are in constant prayers.

All my love, dearest to you -

Sam

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyeng Yang, Korea April 7, 1902 Samuel Austin Moffett

My own Dearest:

Yesterday was truly a great day. Just before going to church I received your

good letter with all its messages of love so dear to my heart and the good news of the

prospects for a bell. Also there came a beautiful letter from Susie [Susan Moffett

Moffat, his sister] which did me good and a good letter from Mother Moffett.

Then I went to church and altho it was raining hard the church was packed with

oh! such a happy crowd of people. I baptized an even 140 - 82 women & 58 men
ranging all the way from 10 years of age to 85 years. It was a great service and

certainly mine was a very great privilege. How I wish you could have been with us - It

was a joyful day to many and a great sight for the women in attendance upon the class.

There were also 17 catechumens received. Today has been an unusually full & busy

one - station meeting in the afternoon crowding things together and a meeting of the

Exec. Com[mittee] of [the] Committee of Missions tonight. Funds warrant the putting on

of 2/4 more missionaries and so we have planned.

At station meeting I made request for 800 yen this year for a house in An Ju and

have little doubt of getting approval.

April 8th - your birthday.

Today we have quarterly meeting & reports of Com. of council. Have just made
up my report showing 244 baptisms of adults and 279 catechumens received since the

middle of January. Yesterday at station meeting we elected Mr. Swallen & Mrs. Baird to

prepare the General Report this year.

This is your birthday and a whole heart full of love goes out to you. Wish I had

some other gift for you & could present it in person today.

Community news - We still long to hear of further improvement in Dr. Sharrocks’

condition. Latest report showed more favorable condition - somewhat better. They
have telegraphed for Dr. Field - probably for Mrs. Sharrocks as they will want a physi-

cian there for some months.

Miss Miller has joined the M.E. force here and Miss Howard came up with her for

a visit.

Saw Mrs. Leek and the baby yesterday. She is getting along nicely and the little

fellow looks fine altho he is pretty small even for a baby.

We are to have a reception here “house picnic” tonight and Mrs. Blair is in the

midst of preparations. The women’s class is also to be entertained here & at Mrs.

Hunts this afternoon - about 300 of them all told. Never have I seen such a happy

crowd of women.
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We are having a good spring rain which means much for the crops & the country.

All goes well. Had a hard headache yesterday but am all right again today. Two weeks
more and I will be off for America & you.

I take tiffin at Mrs. Wells’ today with Mr. E.H. Miller.

Love to father & mother. Hurrah for the bell! We get everything we want and
ought to have for this work - and such a work as it is - a perfect joy all the time.

With all my love, my precious

Your own

Sambo

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



Pyeng Yang, Korea Thursday morning, April 10, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

Alice My Dearest:

Was too late and too tired last night to write you the events of yesterday so a few

lines this morning. Tuesday night (your birthday) we had a gay time of it here - the

whole community gathering for a frolic. It was a house picnic. We sat on cushions on

the floor - the house lighted with lanterns being here & there. We worked out the

“menagerie” or field names of animals, hunted for four leaf clover scattered with other

clover leaves over the floor. Played blindman’s cat, had ice cream and cake with fancy

paper caps and our characters given us to read aloud. All told the evening was quite a

success and for several hours we laughed & played and thought not at all of our work.

That day also I took dinner with Mr. Miller at the Wells’ so it came about that I cele-

brated your birthday in great style. It was a case of “Hamlet with Hamlet left out”,

however, and I want no more of that kind. I wish you could know how lost I feel without

you out here. How it comes over me whenever I get a little relief from work which

enables me to think about it a little more.

Yesterday was a busy day - looking after all sorts of church work & writing letters.

In the afternoon we had quite a discussion over proposition to get Dr. Field to go to

Syen Chun. Dr. Sharrocks is convalescent but they want & need her for Mrs. Sharrocks

and Wells wants to be relieved at once. Vinton telegraphed that Dr. Field would come if

relieved by Miss Best. So we are not making bargains when such questions are

involved. We had quite a discussion as to how to make Seoul do its duty.

Prayer meeting was as usual helpful last night. We elected two deacons, Pang
Hoa Choung and Yi Syek Koan (Dr’s teacher), and will elect two more next week.

Night - just back from foreign prayer-meeting and it is bed time. Today the

women of the class have been coming in all the day long saying good bye and all asking

for you. They have had a fine class.

Tomorrow Mr. & Mrs. Hunt, Mr. Miller & Miss Henry go for a ten days trip to Pong
San. Mr. Miller is getting a view of things here which I hope will do him lots of good in

preparation for his future work.

My helpers & colporteurs are all gathering today & tomorrow and this week I will

get all my plans for their summer work formed and all next week will be put in in

preparation to leave. Have my trunks nearly packed now. With more love than ever -

Your own
Sambo

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



Pyeng Yang, Korea

Alice my own Dearest:

April 12, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

Yours of March 4th came at supper time tonight to gladden my heart after a day
of hard work. What a joy to hear from you. I shall be on my way to you in another 9

days probably.

The best news for you now is that Dr. Sharrocks is pronounced out of danger and
we all rejoice.

Today I took dinner with the Nobles with Mr. Sharp. Miller E.H. has gone for a

country trip with Hunt & wife & Miss Henry. Have seen little of the visitors as I am too

busy these days. Will not get more than about half the commissions attended to but I

expect to get home, nevertheless. How fine it is to have you write about all your doings

- your speech making, etc. and have no word about headaches, etc. Did you have any
of them? Look out now - don’t you over work! You will have no strength to spare for

some time to come.

Have had all my helpers & colporteurs here today for a conference and have
outlined their work for the summer. Work advances along all lines. What a demand for

missionaries there will be at Annual Meeting this year!

Susie writes wanting us to stop at Fort Wayne on our way to Madison - stay a

few days & take her on with us to the home at Madison. Quite a scheme I think. How
ever will we do half the things in two months that we will want to do? Love to father &
mother & a whole bushel of “whiligers” to you.

Your own

“Sambo”

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyeng Yang, Korea

My own Dearest:

April 14, 1902 S.A. Moffett

Yesterday was a good Sabbath day - with a great big congregation filling the church -

not all able to get in. Today has been full of all sorts of odds & ends trying to get things in

shape for leaving. Am almost ready. Tomorrow & Wednesday I go to So On Moul and Mi Rim.

Thursday I shall finish packing & have all things ready to leave on short notice should there be

need. I have written several times for schedule of steamers from Chemulpo but cannot get

dates of the Osaka Shosen Keisha boats. I shall have to leave here however on this week’s

boat & have a couple of days for business in Seoul I hope.

Now for news - the greatest item of which came as a complete surprise to me - Mr.

Sharp has been here for a few days but I never dreamed of anything. This morning just before

he left he came to see me and asked to see me privately a few minutes when lo & behold he

announced to me that he was going to take one of our P.Y. girls away from us. I congratulated

him & expressed my delight - but I had not the faintest idea which one it was until some little

while afterwards - when after saying that they wanted us to do a few things for them and I told

him you & I would both be glad to get anything for them they wanted us to - he said Miss Howell

will give you a list of things - and then I found out which one it was. I wonder if you had any

inkling of it? No one is supposed to know it yet - except Miss Best, Mrs. Leek & myself. I saw
Miss Howell this morning & appropriately “shouted”. As they expect to be married the last of

June or 1st of July I told her that the surest way to have what they want in time will be to write to

you at once as a letter will get to you before I do and if we are to get things after I arrive May
27th it is doubtful if they reach Seoul in time. So a letter will reach you by this mail from Miss

Howell. This is another thing to talk about when I see you.

Mr. Blair came back today from a Sabbath trip to a country church. On the way up the

rim this morning he shot a whole boat load of geese and brought 7 home with him. He also

managed to shoot one of his fingers - lacerating it pretty badly but Dr. Folwell says he thinks the

bone is not injured.

Can’t make up my mind to take the fire sets back. Have no room for them in the first

place and in the second place I just hate to take them back to Smith. I’d rather lose the money
and let you think I’m extravagant. We can make use of them some of these days.

Well, dearest - what a joy it will be to get started toward you and have a chance to think

about you for a month without any distractions. What a rest I will get on the steamer. Give my
love to father & mother. A little over a month & you will see me with you all.

Lovingly your own

Sambo
Continued good news from Dr. Sharrocks

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



April 16, 1902 Prof. Gonzalez LodgeNew York, New York

Teachers College

Columbia University

Dep’t. of Latin & Greek

Mrs. Mary Cheney
Appointment Secretary

Dear Madam:

It gives me great pleasure to commend to you Miss Lucia H. Fish. Miss Fish was
a student in my classes in the teaching of Latin and Greek last year in this College and
in the course of her work did considerable teaching in the Horace Mann School.

She has a pleasant and agreeable manner with pupils, a ready command of her

subject sufficient for all reasonable demands, a clear and interesting presentation of

matter, and altogether stood very well in her work.

I therefore recommend her for any work in preparatory teaching of Classics that

you may have.

Yours very truly,

Gonzalez Lodge,

Professor of Latin & Greek

[Note: Lucia Hester Fish became the wife of Samuel Austin Moffett and mother of

Samuel Hugh Moffett, Howard Fergus Moffett and Thomas Fish Moffett after the death

of his first wife, Mary Alice Fish, mother of James McKee Moffett and Charles Hull

Moffett.]

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea April 16, 1902 S.A. Moffett

My own Dearest:

Just before going down to prayer meeting I sit down for a few words with you to

tell you of my trip yesterday & today to So On Moul & Mi Rim. When a man can run off

on his wheel [bicycle] one morning, spend all the forenoon in examinations, hold a

service in the afternoon and then go 3 miles to another church - spend the night in

examinations, hold service the next morning and reach home again in the afternoon and

be able to report 21 baptisms of adults and 3 of infants and the reception of 44 catechu-

mens, some of them from two new groups now being formed - missionary work seems

worth while. Such opportunities as we have! Am so glad I took this trip - the last before

I leave for home. It did the people good and did me good, altho I was pretty tired and

am still tired. I shall be well rested when this reaches you.

I get back to find a note from Mrs. Swallen which makes me more tired and which

will make you feel disappointed. The top of their range came so badly broken that they

can not use it, but must wait for a new top from America. Too bad! isn’t it?

April 17

Last night I came back from a good prayer meeting - after the election of the

Book Store man for deacon and found a whole lot of good letters from you. What a

treat they were. Also received your mother’s letter. Don’t you let your mother think I am
not well because I write you that I am tired. Of course I am tired with such a volume of

work always pressing - but I am well and in a week from now I will be rested up.

Expect to leave in two days - have a day or two in Seoul & a few hours in Fusan

with Ross & Sidebotham.

My last letter told you of the engagement of Sharp & Miss Howell & their wish

that you get some things for them. They will have to be sent at once if they reach them

in Seoul in time.

Have a letter from Mr. Hand [treasurer at Mission Board headquarters in New
York] which allows you home allowance and gives us both salary while at home - so we

will come out all right financially. All goes well. I am happy in prospect of getting off to

you. All my love to you, my own -

Lovingly,

Sam

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



Pyengyang, Korea April 18, 1902 S.A. Moffett

My own Dearest:

The last night in the home before starting for you. The months of waiting are

over and I shall be on my way to you with a heart more eager than ever to be filled with

your love.

Have been saying good bye all day - and tomorrow the dear Koreans are to give

me a farewell dinner; I will enjoy it even more than Prince Henry enjoyed the elaborate

entertainments he received.

Dr. Wells arrived last night from Syen Chun. Reports Sharrocks all right and is

impressed with the need of re-enforcements up there. He says Miss Chase is the

happiest woman in Korea. What a contrast for her in the different conditions she met in

Fusan & is meeting in Syen Chun. She is dazed by the magnitude of the work. The
Fusan question is not settled yet in all its details.

Have had a regular stream of visitors today from all over - coming to say

goodbye. Have quite a collection of gifts of various kinds for you & others. What a hold

upon their hearts we have and what a hold they have upon our hearts. More & more we
ought to be thankful for our many many blessings.

Am already looking forward to my return to this home of ours - when you will

once more be here to make it

“
our home ”. Am more & more grateful for it and more &

more devoutly thankful for you & your love which make our home such a home.

Had a good talk with Mrs. Leek today. Her little baby boy has given her great

comfort & joy. She will probably go home in June and today we arranged that she is to

cable just as we did “Fish San Francisco - (name of steamer)” and then we will tele-

graph her father in Buffalo, Minnesota. This will give us the information and also give

her people full information in plenty time for them to arrange to meet her if they wish to

do so.

A baby (boy or girl I know not) arrived at the Swallen house today. All reported

well.

One month & a week from now I will be with you. All my love & more of it to you

Your own

Sam

(from the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Samuel A. Moffett papers)



Chemulpo, Korea (Stewards’) [April] 22, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

My Alice - Dearest!

Here I am on my way to you - with my ticket bought and ready to leave next

Sunday in time to catch the America Maru. This will probably get ahead of me via

Canadian Pacific and if so will tell you that I am within a few days of San Francisco

when it reaches you. Your letters care of Steward were sent on to Pyeng Yang and

reached me just two hours before I started for the same steamer that brought them.

What a day the day of leaving was. Koreans came all day long to say good bye. At

noon the gentlemen of the Station and six of the officers of the Church took dinner at

our house - the suggestion & invitation being that of the Koreans who wanted to give me
a farewell dinner & bear the expense. They did not invite themselves but Mr. Blair

insisted on some of them coming too.

Then we started - Miss Snook coming also to meet Miss Parsons here, Miss

Hammond of the M.E. Mission to return to Seoul after a visit in P.Y. and Miss Estey &

Dr. Harris to accompany her to Man Kyung Tai. The Koreans were strung all along the

way to say good bye to me and when we reached the big willow tree 240 to about 250

of them including school boys were there singing hymns led by Mr. Blair. We stopped in

the midst of them - sang “Until we meet again”. (oodi tashi man-na pohl tong-an), I spoke

a few words of farewell & led in prayer and with a full and most deeply grateful heart for

the love of this people said good bye and left them. Some of them followed on clear to

Man Kyung Tai and there I found a few more who had come down in a boat. We left

that night at 7 and reached Chemulpo at 9 Monday morning. Had a fine trip on a new
boat with much better accommodations.

After attending to business we left on 12 o’clock train for Seoul, Miss Snook and I

going direct to Dr. Fields’ & asking for a tiffin which we speedily secured. The station

was to have a meeting at F’s so we met all of them there. While station meeting was in

session I went over to then to Miller’s (?) for supper - where Mr. Gale, Miss Doty

& Miss Snook joined us. Mrs. Miller is much better and was out to station meeting.

There are signs of improvement in Seoul but “incompetency” is plainly written over most

things they plan to do and do not do. Poor people -
1 am beginning to pity them rather

than blame them for really they are to be pitied. I never heard of people who could so

easily do the wrong thing every time when they would really like to do what is right &

best. No outlook exists for another Mission-site and no certainty of securing Ching

Dong Property. After a business trip with Dr. Vinton last night I went over to Millers for

the night and breakfast. This morning a visit to the bank, to Dr. Avison & to Mr. & Mrs.

Welbon filled the time & then we joined Miss Snook, Dr. Field & Miss Shields to meet

Miss Parsons here when the Genkai Maru comes in. It was expected at 4 o’clock but at

present time 6 p.m. it is not here and so we will stay here until tomorrow. Now I have 4

days here & in Seoul. Doubtless it is for some good purpose altho I long to fly home
now. Am pushing my Emporium Claim and have hopes of getting it this time.

What a treat your last letters were and how glad I was to get them just before I

left home. Now there will be more in Nagasaki and then all along the way. Have
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thousands of messages for you from oh! so many people. Am as usual making some
schemes. Here is one for you to pray over. Miss Shields is still not well and never will

be in this atmosphere. What she needs is a year at least in a spiritual atmosphere with

work among real Christian Koreans. Miss Snook and I are agreed that she ought to

spend a year in P.Y. Now then - the scheme - Miss Howell is to be married. What
better than to put Miss Shields with Miss Best for one year! Now watch me get Miss

Doty to make the suggestion and if it is right and best and the Lord's will that such
should be the outcome Miss Shields will be a happier, healthier & more useful woman
six months or so from now than she has yet been. All right? Oh my girlie how I long to

be with you just to talk with you and love you and live with you. This my last message
of love to you until I see you face to face is the fullest and biggest of all.

A loving message to father and mother

My love to you.

Your own

Sam

(Original in the Samuel H. Moffett collection of Moffett papers)



Nagasaki, Japan May 5, 1902 S.A. Moffett

My own Alice Dearest:

So many days without a letter to you! I feel restless & dissatisfied or rather

unsatisfied. Am writing this for two reasons - one - because I want to have a chat with

you and the other because it may be that the America Maru will take this without taking
me. The steamer is due here this afternoon and the company will give me passage to

Yokohama - but from there I may not be able to get passage on this steamer but have
to wait over for the Pekin. However, if this reaches you first you will know that I failed to

get on after making every effort. I shall ask to fit up a bunk in the steerage if I can get
nowhere else and I rather think I will succeed. I would rather be put to considerable
inconvenience than to be kept from you a week longer.

How I long for you I cannot tell you and how each day makes me realize anew
the great love I have for you! Walking around these halls in the Cliff Home makes me
realize how full you filled my heart with life & love & joy when we were here together
and how much I miss you now. Do you want to know it again, dearest - that the
greatest blessing I can possess on earth is your love and the privilege of loving you and
seeing you happy!

How I do rejoice in your renewed good health - and freedom from pain. I confess
I have my doubts about your ability to take care of yourself and rest from doing too
much work - but I hope to get with you soon and teach you how to do nothing for awhile
except to build up in nervous strength.

Have been walking with Ross, eating three meals a day in moderation - sleeping
9 hours a night and reading two books while here - but oh, how long the time does
seem and how I long to fly to you. Have finished Gibson's “Mission Problems &
Methods in South China” and am now reading on in Memoir of Dr. Chalmers.

The first might be an almost word for word description of our work in Pyeng Yang
if instead of covering 40 years it was all but one chapter on Presbyterial organization
compressed so as to cover 10 or 15 years. I have enjoyed the book, particularly the
first chapter on "The Proving of the Gospel”. It has also suggested several things to me
for our work.

Chalmers memoir is more than interesting. It is stimulating, suggestive and very
profitable intellectually & spiritually. I am marking many passages and these I want to

read to you some day. In fact, the idea has come to me that a good plan for both of us
would be to mark the books we read and then after finishing them take them up again
and read together the marked passages. I believe it will work better & more profitably

than our plan to read the books together - a plan which so far we have not very vigor-

ously prosecuted.

Yesterday I peeped into the services Japanese - in the Roman Catholic, the

Church of England - the Methodist churches and then attended Bible class & Church



5/05/02 - p.2 S.A.M.
service at the Presbyterian Church. Met Dr. Stout, Mr. Meyers & Miss Couch. Miss
Couch sent a message to you and said she hoped to see us when we come back. In

the afternoon I heard a sermon from Mr. Schwartz, an M.E. [Methodist Episcopal],

All night it poured down in torrents - a regular Korean rainy season downpour.

Met Dr. & Mrs. Cornell, the new Australians, yesterday. He is an Irishman and
she is a young bright-looking quiet self-possessed little woman - Irish, English or

Australian, I know not which. They are to live with the Adamsons and I pity them.

About returning. I have my doubts about our leaving August 1st. We may not

want to leave until 9th on the “Coptic” which reaches here, Nagasaki, September 1st.

On Sept. 5th there is a Nippon Yusen Koisha steamer for Chemulpo reaching there

Sept. 8th. The council meeting is not until the 15th September. Have written to Lee
about my doubt and told him I would write again after reaching San Rafael. If I am
delayed & do not reach San Fran[cisco] before June 4th I think we will pretty certainly

stay until 9th of August if not until the 16th. However, we will see. What I want most is

to get away from here & get with you and then all else is all right.

With love to father and mother and a whole heart & life full of love to you my own
precious wife - from your husband

S.A. Moffett

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



New York, N.Y. May 12th, 1902 Robert E. Speer

The Rev. S.A. Moffet

Pyeng Yang, Korea

My dear Mr. Moffet:

I would like to add just a personal word of commendation to the general letter of

introduction which I have given the Rev. D.C. Rankin of the Southern Presbyterian

Church, who is going out to visit the Missions of the Southern Church in Japan, Korea
and China. I have known Mr. Rankin for twelve years and no one is more devoted to

the Mission cause in our Southern Church than he. He is editor of their Missionary

Publications and has made “The Missionary”, which is the only one of their publications

I see much of, a very telling and attractive paper. He is anxious to see of course all that

he can of the work and I know you will be glad to meet him and to help him on his way.

I commend him heartily as a friend, as well as for the sake of his Church, and on the

ground of the growing intimacy of relationship between it and our own.

Very cordially yours,

Robert E. Speer

(Original in the Samuel H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



New York, New York May 14, 1902 Horace G. Underwood
30 Vesey Street

Rev. F.F. Ellinwood, D.D., 156 Fifth Avenue, New York

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:-

The Board of Foreign Missions has taken the opportunity of printing the Nevius
Method. They have also referred on more than one occasion to the work that has been
done in Korea, and as a result of this distinct reference to this field, it does seem to me
- and I know it seems also to several of the other missionaries from Korea that it has
brought down an amount of criticism on our methods that are not for the best; as you,
yourself, have stated to me, there are several missionaries in other fields who are
watching - and who, it does seem, would e glad to see the work in Korea turn out in

some way a failure.

Now, I think that you can help very materially to take the burden off the shoulders
of the Korean Mission by having reprinted Bishop Tucker’s speech at the Anglican
Conference at a meeting in Brighton in 1901. I suppose you have seen that speech,
but if not, I will send you a copy of it. I do think it would be an admirable thing to have
this reprinted by our Presbyterian Board and sent to every missionary of the Presbyte-
rian Church, so as to prove to them that there are other fields besides Korea where
they are on a self-supporting plan and can bring about self-extension.

I had hoped to see you at the Board Rooms and to speak about that matter in

person, and several times when I have been in I intended to speak but have not been
able to see you owing to the fact that I have not come when you were in. I write thus
now, trusting that you will give the matter due consideration. If you have not got a copy
of that speech I send you a copy so that you can see exactly what it is. It takes up the
identical principles of work that we have been using in Korea, and showing how
successfully they have been used in Uganda.

Trusting that you are much improved in health, I remain,

Sincerely yours,

H.G. Underwood

(from the Presbyterian Historical Society microfilm reel #280, Vol. 232, letter #42)



Pyeng Yang, Korea May 22, 1902 Station members

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

We cannot refrain from sending our protest against the action of the Board in

appointing an additional physician to the Seoul hospital.

The matter has been mentioned at length before, but we wish to recall to your

mind the fact that the Korea mission at its last annual meeting voted upon both of the

two questions, namely as to putting an additional physician into the hospital, and as to

the advisability of beginning medical educational work now, and pronounced against

both with an almost unanimous voice.

The great need in Seoul is to get the evangelistic work established upon some-
thing like a healthy basis. Large institutional work without the evangelistic foundation

will, to our minds, make still more chaotic the conditions there and render almost

hopeless the earnest efforts of the brethren in Seoul to begin work there aright. At this

stage of the work large institutions will subsidize all available Christians, and will affect

not only the work of the capital, but of all Korea as well.

We cannot understand where the Board could have gotten the impression that

the failure to purchase land for a hospital site was due to insufficient funds. The delay

has been entirely due to other causes over which we would have had no control,

however much money we might have had at our disposal.

The reason why we cannot let this pass without expressing a strong dissent is

that we are jealous for the policy of self-support. For years we have been trying to

establish our work along certain right lines, against great odds. We think that the option

of deciding in this little country as to whether or not our work shall be a subsidized work

should be left to us. If we have no protection against American wealth this mission field

will soon be following in the wake of some other mission countries.

We therefore write to press upon your attention again the almost unanimous
action of the last annual meeting, and to ask if we may not be indulged in this small

favor in a matter vital to the integrity of our policy.

Yours very sincerely,

Wm. B. Hunt

W.L. Swallen

W.M. Baird

Eliza M. Howell

Margaret Best

(from microfilm reel #280, Vol. 232, letter #46)



Pyeng Yang, Korea May 27, 1902 William M. Baird

My dear Dr. Ellinwood:

I wish to write to you with regard to a matter with which you have doubtless had

to deal in other fields. I refer to a desire on the part of our boys and young men to go to

America with the expectation of being supported and educated at church expense.

Hitherto, owing to Korea’s isolation, we have encountered comparatively little of

this, but from now on it is likely to constitute something of a difficulty. Some months ago

a young man from Euiju made his way to San Francisco and secured admittance into

some institution, said to be Methodist, where his wants are all supplied and education

furnished free of cost. From there he is writing to our students, with the result that

several of them have contracted the “America craze”, to their ruination, not only as

students, but I fear even as Christians, as they seem willing to resort to almost any

subterfuge to secure the necessary help, financial and otherwise, to enable them to go.

May I ask that you will discourage everything of the kind from the American side

as you may have opportunity to do so? I wish very much that religious institutions might

be induced to insist upon written recommendations from missionaries on the field before

admitting promiscuous [meaning without careful judgment] applicants from Korea and

furnishing them with financial assistance. Otherwise a more or less extensive system of

imposture is likely to be established.

Yours very sincerely,

W.M. Baird

Vol. 232, letter #50)(from microfilm reel #280,



Chikugogawa Maru,

Near Chinnampo, Korea

My Dear Brother-

May 30, 1902 William M. Baird

I am just starting on my way to Seoul to attend the meeting of the Permanent

Executive Bible Committee for Korea. I was considerably worn down and the rest of the

station insisted that I must take the trip and at the same time represent them on the

Committee. I started from Pyeng Yang day before yesterday, made an overland trip of

fifty miles to Chinnampo on pack pony, spent the night last night with the church at

Chinnampo, and now we are just putting out to sea. I left the family pretty well except

Arthur who was not at all well. His health has been good hitherto and I hope he will be

all right with a change of food.

I got some letters from you just as I left home, and two books: a book on teaching

and Ray's Arithmetic. As I have not the letters with me I cannot answer them now.

You spoke of not seeing or hearing from [Graham] Lee. He has been much of

the time with his father who is very ill and not expected to live long. I have heard of his

being in Toronto, Indianapolis, Kentucky, and several places in the west nearer his

home.

We have just heard that our old friend, Pieters, the Jew, was not assigned to

Korea, but to the Philippines. There was some opposition to his coming to Korea by

some who did not know him and this resulted in hesitation and rejection by the Board.

Letters from the field removed the Board’s objections but he was sent to the Philippines

where his being a Russian will not possibly make any complications. I think he will

make a good worker and feel like congratulating myself on the assistance I gave him in

getting ready for his work. He is gifted as a linguist and a hard worker. They will need

linguists in the Philippines to translate the Bible into the tongues of those aboriginal

peoples.

We have been having much rain in Pyeng Yang this year in consequence of

which we have the prospect of good gardens and good crops. Many people are still

suffering in consequence of the famine of last year and are waiting eagerly for the first

crops to relieve their hunger. They will probably eat them too green and cause sick-

ness.

There has been considerable uneasiness among the people here for the past

year. Their political oppression and the failure of crops have tended to produce unrest

and disturbances. Several days have been fixed as the time when the various mal-

contents were to assemble and assume control of things, drive out the foreigners, etc.

Only about two months ago was fixed as the date for the certain expulsion of all

foreigners, and men gave away their property to swell their ranks, saying they would

have plenty more property after their victories, something as the Millerites did in 1843.

A price was put on their heads by the government and nothing more was heard of the

movement. A few weeks later several hundred of the old conservatives of another

complexion met in Pyeng Yang from far and near to consult as to ways and means

under a certain famous leader who was at one time an outlaw. Report said there were

thousands of them and that they were going to accomplish some kind of a revolution or

reformation, including the destruction of the Christians. An order came from the King for
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their dispersion and they disappeared as silently as they came. We have become used

to these things and expect nothing to come of them. I do not know what you hear at

home about them. But they are seldom as alarming as they sound. Many of those who

were once leaders in such movements are now in the church. The country is badly

governed and there is much discontent, but the discontent is not united by any one

controlling purpose enough to unify them into a party, and they lack leaders who are

strong and free from selfish aims, and so their efforts are impotent.

In the meantime the church work grows. Now is the great time for effort. It is our

day. I hope every effort will be made now when the doing counts for so much. In many

places, just as faithful effort and much more money is spent without nearly so much

apparent results. To strike hard here now is the part of wisdom.

I have not yet had an opportunity to write to the givers whose gifts you mention. I

shall try to do so soon. Time is scarce and strength is limited.

I think I told you that Miss Parsons of the Woman's Work for Woman visited here

a short time ago on a world tour. She will probably have something about Korean

affairs in her paper soon.

The Methodists of Korea met in P.Y. last week in Annual Meeting. Bishop Moore

was with them. I only attended one session, when fraternal greetings were exchanged.

We saw quite a good deal of the bishop on Sabbath and at other times. Had the

pleasure of entertaining him once at our house. He is a Cincinnati man, formerly editor

of their paper - one of the Christian Advocates. [He] was one of the first Betas [a college

fraternity] and so knows something about the chapter at Hanover. He was appointed to

the East for four years, was recalled to America by order of the bishops on some special

mission. I presume he is on his way there now. A gloom was thrown over their meeting

by the death of Miss Dr. Harris, a very unselfish good worker, who had been with us in

P.Y. only a year. Her furlough was due this fall, and she and her sister, Mrs. Follwell

and Dr. Follwell were soon to have left for America. She died of typhus fever contracted

in her practice.

I expect to be in Seoul until after next Tuesday, June 3
rd

,
and then to return by

the first opportunity. I hope to accomplish several errands besides the main purposes

of my trip. Getting teeth repaired, if possible, is one of them.

With regards to your people and love to you both, I am

Your brother,

W. M. Baird

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



Pyeng Yang, Korea June 4, 1902 William N. Blair

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

Your letter of April 28th received. I am sure I have every reason for gratitude to

the Board for granting us a house so soon after our arrival on the field. Mrs. Blair and I

feel that this past year has been a year of multiplied blessings. We were full of joy that

we were to go to Korea and then when we got here it was our good fortune to come
here to Pyeng Yang, the place in all the world that had most interested me before I

decided to go to the foreign field. And then how nice it has been to come right into Dr.

Moffett’s home and to have the great privilege of knowing him intimately and learning

from him daily, not only the Korean language, but in part, I trust, some of the guiding

principles of his life, which have under God been the secret of his great work here. Now
on top of all this a new house is even now being built for us on the hill north of Mr.

Swallen’s. Of course, no one can tell how long it will be ours to stay here or to live in

this new home but I think we have a right to make the most out of all the present
blessings that God gives to us. It seems to me that our homes here ought to be looked
upon as mission houses rather than as individual property and that we should all hold

ourselves ready and willing to leave and go to any other station where we may be
called. I realize that this is very hard to do. That every tree one plants, every improve-
ment made cannot but bind one to a place, but nevertheless, I think we will not let the

Board’s kindness to us thus early in our work out here in any way hinder us from going
with glad hearts to any other place if it seems best for us to go there.

I was appointed to write the station letter last month but was not so informed until

the last part of the month when I was starting with Mrs. Blair for a two weeks trip or

rather stay at Anak in Dr. Swallen’s territory. We have just returned from that trip and
this is my first opportunity to write the letter.

Our little community is enjoying its usual good health and as busy as ever. Mr.

Swallen has been itinerating in Whang Hai Province for three weeks. He is expected
home this evening. Mr. Baird went to Seoul about a week ago and will probably return

home the first of the week. He went to attend a meeting of the Board of Translators, I

believe. Mr. Bernheisel is also in the country north visiting churches. This is a very
busy season for the farmers but they are always glad to leave their work for one day to

welcome the missionary. The time for holding classes of course is over for the present.

A great deal can be accomplished by making short visits to many churches.

Mr. Hunt is at home clearing up some back work on reports and overseeing the

work on our new house which is being pushed as rapidly as possible. He has been
having trouble with his eyes lately and is taking a little treatment for them. The ladies of

the station as far as I know are all well and behaving nicely. The new babies are

thriving.

The girls schools are having a few days vacation. At this time of the year it is

customary in Korea for all the young ladies to come out and swing. You may see
groups of girls under almost every big tree now. Some of them are expert swingers.
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The Academy will close in about ten days. Next Wednesday afternoon is appointed as

Field Day. Dr. Wells and I have charge of the arrangements and we are going to make

as big a thing of it as possible. The Koreans have an idea that bodily exercise of any

kind is degrading. We think that if we can arouse interest in athletics it will be a great

gain.

Yesterday was the anniversary of our wedding. We invited all the friends to our

home last evening under the impression that it was our Wooden Wedding. Dr. Wells

and others informed me during the evening in a poem written by the versatile Doctor

that the one year must have passed very slowly indeed since we felt that we had been

married five long years. I guess the joke is on us, though Mrs. Blair still insists that the

first year is properly the Wooden Wedding.

I am afraid that my letter is not much of a station letter but it’s too hot to go into

the deep problems of mission policy even if a first year man was supposed to have any

ideas on the subject. I will doubtless make trouble enough bye and bye [in the future]. I

might say that there seems to be a good deal of surprise on the part of the brethren

here regarding the action of the Board relative to Seoul hospital, but you have doubtless

heard of this from other sources.

I am always glad to hear from you but of course you cannot always answer my

letters as promptly as you have done heretofore. I am surprised that you are able in the

midst of your pressing duties to find time to write to all the missionaries under your care.

With kindest regards and best wishes for continued good health from all whom

this letter represents.

Sincerely yours,

Wm. N. Blair

Vol. 232, letter #55)(from microfilm reel #280,



Madison, Indiana July 3, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

To the Board of Foreign Missions

New York, New York

Dear Brethren:

The receipt of letters from Korea both North & South telling me of the action of

the Board in overruling the Mission - and contrary to the request of the Mission -

appointing an extra physician for the work in Seoul etc., - and the urgent request from

Korea that I go on to New York and represent to the Board the position of the Mission,

makes it incumbent upon me to write again in the hope of causing the Board to under-

stand that the Korea Mission views with serious apprehension this action of the Board.

This action is a vote of lack of confidence in the Korea Mission and an overruling

of the policy of the Mission. The one, I believe, is undeserved - the other not warranted

by the history and the success of the policy of the Korea Mission. I do not think that

those of us who have labored so earnestly for years to establish that policy and to

prevent the introduction of a policy which would discard spiritual means for worldly

means, can represent to the Board too strongly our firm conviction that if the Board

persists in its action whereby the policy desired by a small minority of the Mission is

encouraged by the Board, and the policy so far so successful in its results is overruled,

the Board thereby strikes a serious blow at the spiritual interests of the work in Korea.

I do not believe the Board understands why we so strenuously object to what

may seem a small matter, but we see very clearly that this action is but the entering

wedge giving encouragement to a policy which means a reversal of that policy which so

far we have been able to keep uppermost in our work.

I will not now write more in detail, but it does seem to me that the views of such

men as Lee, Baird, Gale, Adams, Whittemore, Hunt and myself and others - men who

are certainly equally worthy of the confidence of the Board as the few who advocate a

different policy, should not be overruled, without first making absolutely sure that the

Mission is wrong in its views. Not only the success of the work, but the harmonious

working of the Mission is seriously threatened.

In writing again on this subject I wish to set myself right before the Board on one

point in which my position has been unintentionally misrepresented to the Board. It is

this. In Mr. Sidebotham’s letter on the Fusan matter which letter was laid before the

Board, he quoted me as saying “the chief objection to Dr. Irwin’s [C.H. Irvin] transfer to

Seoul is that he and two others would run the Mission.” What I did say was “the chief

objection to Dr. Irwin's transfer to Seoul is that he and two others would run the Mission

into work not approved by the Mission and on a policy contrary to that of the Mission,

and that however the Mission might try to prevent it, being strong men, they would carry

out their policy in spite of the Mission.” I stated this to Dr. Irwin [Irvin],

If the policy desired by a few is now to be encouraged by the Board, and the
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Mission which has striven so hard to maintain the spiritual character of the means used
is to be told that it has forfeited the confidence of the Board, then we want it clearly

understood that when in the future there is bitter disappointment and two opposite

policies are followed in Korea, the responsibility for the change of policy and for the lack

of harmony in the Mission does not rest upon us.

I have written plainly and frankly because ours is the responsibility to represent

matters to the Board as we believe them to be, and I am sure that we want to maintain

our spiritual policy in Korea even tho that means the refusal to receive money offered. If

in spite of all our convictions and representations we are overruled, I want to be in the

position of having done all possible to prevent the reversal of our policy and to maintain

the conditions in which the Spirit of God has been so manifestly working and may
continue to work.

I know full well that the Board and Mr. Severance do not wish in any way to

prevent this and we plead with you to stand with us in maintaining these conditions.

Believe me that in all I have written there is naught but a sincere contention for what I

believe are fundamental principles and also sincere love for those who differ from me.

Not to write would be to shirk responsibility and to fail in my duty to the Board and to the

Mission.

With greatest respect

Very Sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

Madison, Indiana

July 3, 1902

Vol. 232, letter #65)(from microfilm reel #280,



Madison, Indiana July 7, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

I have written but few letters to you this year owing to very great stress of work

and many interruptions. I have not kept as closely in touch with you as I should like to

have done.

I wish very much that I could spare a little more time that I might visit New York

and speak very frankly & fully of the present situation of our work in Korea, its opportuni-

ties, its needs and of its dangers. Of certain dangers which now seriously threaten to

undermine our policy I feel compelled after long hesitation to write to the Board,

believing that a failure to write now will be to shirk responsibility and to fail to do what

has been imperatively urged upon me by many of the missionaries in Korea.

May I ask you to read carefully the enclosed letter and then see that it is laid

before the Board. If there is anything that can be done to make the Board see clearly

what it is for which the Mission is contending, will you not help us to attain that object?

Our work in Korea has been such a joy and has been so signally blessed that it is with

deepest grief that we view the encouragement being given by the Board to those ideas

and policies which threaten to divide the Mission into two contending forces. Heretofore

with the exception of one or two men, the Mission has had practically unanimous action

on almost all questions.

Better far would it be for those who persist in establishing work on a policy not

believed in by the Mission, to do so - if persisted in - as an Independent work not

connected with the Mission or the Board. To force upon the Mission what the Mission

does not want is almost sure to work injury.

Since writing the enclosed letter to the Board I have seen a letter from Dr. Brown

[Arthur Judson Brown] to Mr. Lee which tells of the transfer of the newly-appointed

physician to another Mission. I rejoice in this delay and trust that it may give opportunity

to the Mission to bring before the Board its views before the final decision is reached.

With kindest regards and trusting that which is best for the work may be done.

Very sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from microfilm reel #280, Vol. 232, letter #67)



Cornwall, Connecticut July 24 ,
1902 F.F. Ellinwood

Rev. S.A. Moffett

Madison, Indiana

My Dear Mr. Moffett:

I have kept your letter several days, not knowing just what to do with it, as it is not only

confidential, but “personar. We never take much individual responsibility without consulting our

colleagues. All confidential matters pertaining to mission policy are matters for the Council. It

is a great thing that you ask - viz: the virtual dismissal of a brother missionary from the service

to which he has devoted his life. How can the Board do that without plainly stated and well

attested grounds which would be supported in any ecclesiastical court?

I have received four different letters, all relating to the same matter and of the same
import, yet with the exception of one, written by a lady, they are all “confidential", and all shrink

from the responsibility of making specific charges. I have consulted with two clerical missionar-

ies now at home, with reference to the points at issue between the two brethren at Fusan. One
agrees entirely with your vindication of Mr. Ross, the other rather sides with Dr. Irvin.

We see his faults, but we regard him as on the whole one of the most successful

missionaries we have in southern Korea.

Dr. Halsey made a missionary campaign with Dr. Irvin and Dr. Underwood in which he

studied Dr. Irvin’s character and work in every aspect, and his estimate was most favorable.

The impression made by the Doctor’s addresses was invariably deep and spiritual. The
medical element seemed subordinate to the evangelistic.

The Council have had a conference with Dr. Irvin and Dr. Underwood in my office. All

the points at issue between Dr. Irvin and Mr. Ross were fully discussed. Of course we had but

one side (as you have doubtless had the other) but as a result we were compelled to either

question Dr. Irvin’s facts to conclude that Mr. Ross whose piety Dr. Irvin freely admitted, was
strangely and almost fatally lacking in tact and sound judgment. The Doctor has so far the

stronger presence and personality of the two that very naturally his influence is not to prevail,

and this is why Mr. Ross says he wishes to work in a station where his opinion will have more
weight. Such differences and preponderances will always appear where men are brought

together. I only wish I could hear the Ross’ replies to the Doctor’s version. This is impossible

but you my dear brother, may hear both. I doubt if Dr. Irvin will go back in time for the Mission

Meeting.

If you do, I hope you will not fail to see him before you leave. You can do what perhaps

no one else can do. Your judgment and your just and kindly spirit are respected by all. Dr. Irvin

cannot be many miles from you. Go to him as a Christian brother and tell him frankly what you

and others feel and see what he will say. If you think best, include Mr. Lee and Dr. Underwood

and Dr. Halsey in the conference. It is a very unfortunate matter. It involves the whole future of

our southern Korea Mission.

May God give you all Christlike wisdom!

Yours in Christian love,

F.F. Ellinwood

(from the Presbyterian Historical Society microfilm reel #283, Vol. 242, unnumbered letter

between letter #4 and #6, among several others)



Maywood, Illinois July 28, 1902 Samuel F. Moore

My Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

A few days ago I received a letter from Korea giving the particulars as to Mr. Appen-
zeller ’s [Methodist missionary] death. His death will be a serious loss, not only to his own
Mission, but to the work in general, as he was prominent in the work of the Tract Society and as

you know, was one of the men appointed to translate the Bible. His death reduces the number
of Bible translators to three - Messrs. Underwood & Gale of our own Mission and Mr. Reynolds
of the Southern Presbyterian. Mission.

You know how much other work these brethren have on their hands, and I feel that the

O.T. may not be ready for the Koreans for fifteen or 20 years. It took over 10 years to translate

the N.T. and even now we have only a tentative version. If we consider the translation of the

O.T. important work we ought to provide in some way for the expediting of the work.

Now it is difficult to keep the old Adam entirely out of these questions and, altho I love

the brethren who have been assigned to this translation work and consider them as whole-

hearted servants of Christ as any on the field -
1 note that when Mr. Pieters, at the request of

several missionaries undertook the translation of the Psalms, they did not like it and when our

Mission requested his appointment by the Bible Society, the translators whose influence of

course would have great weight, refused to endorse the request.

Mr. Pieters’ work commended itself to the missionary body, and considering the short

time he had been in the country, marks him as a man of unusual linguistic ability & one
peculiarly adapted to translating the Old Testament. His record at the Seminary only empha-
sizes these facts and I want to express to you my conviction that if he is to be sent out by our

Board he ought to be sent to Korea to do a work for which he is peculiarly fitted and a work
which ought to be done.

Miss Campbell, his intended, is a lady who will be, I believe, a valuable acquisition to

any Mission. If the Korea Mission knew that you were about to send him to another field, I think

they would request his appointment to Korea - but you may have sounded them and know their

opinions better than myself.

I trust that you are enjoying your rest. I am considering whether to go out to Arizona

where I have an opportunity to supply for two Sabbaths and after that look at a vacant field

there where the climate would be agreeable - or should I say suitable for Mrs. Moore.

I remain,

Yours faithfully,

Sam’l F. Moore

(from microfilm reel #280, Vol. 232, letter # 74)



Madison, Indiana August 2, 1902 Maria Jane McKee Moffett

My Dear Sam,

How sorry I am to learn of your illness - just when we thought you were doing everything

to keep well. How malaria crops out when one least expects it. I do hope we will hear of your

entire recovery before you sail. What is your steamer? Will think of you when going out the

golden gate and will try to imagine all your surroundings. How I wish I could be with you these

last days, not just where the earthquakes & volcanoes are making themselves heard & seen
throughout California and frightening people out of their senses but in some cooler spot than we
are having. I went down home yesterday afternoon to meet the Missionary Society. Our library

was far cooler than our rooms up here [in the hilltop home] but here we can be out doors and
catch the breeze.

We have no permanent cook yet. Nellie gives me what time she can spare from her

home duties and if old Joe will just betake himself off to find work she may stay with me till

October. If I cannot get a competent cook I may have to shut up the house for three months
and go south. If I could take a berth in an airship I would rather fly over to the Pacific coast. I

think Rob [second oldest son] dreads the winter quite as much as I do. He does not complain of

these hot days. Tom [youngest son] writes from Raton where he spent his birthday and
received a warm welcome from his loyal good friends, the Blackwells. We are still hearing sung

the praises of daughter, Alice [Sam’s wife], and she will find friends and admirers to greet her

when she comes again to your old home, Sam. I have been wondering if the many lemons and

so much acid was altogether good for you. Does Alice prescribe a milk diet for some of her

patients? I know it does not agree with many people but in some cases it seems to give flesh

and strength. I wish you could have some of our milk and cream. We are still sending several

cans to our friends every morning.

Dr. Moffat [her daughter Susie’s husband] will preach for us tomorrow. Mr. and Mrs.

Gibbony [?] spent Tuesday with us. They played dominoes and Susie read some of Dr. Moffat’s

sermons to them. They greatly enjoy their visits here every summer. Susie and Dr. Moffat had
an all day drive going to Hanover and taking supper with the G’s.

Howard [another son] has taken Ellen and the children out for picnics several times.

Rob is still calling on the visitors in town. Hope to hear very soon of your recovery.

With very much love to all,

Your loving Mother

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



New York, New York August 5, 1902 Courtenay H. Fenn

Rev. S.A. Moffett, D.D.

Madison, Indiana

My Dear Dr. Moffett:

You will perhaps have wondered at receiving no reply to your letter of July 7
th

to Dr.

Ellinwood. It was duly received, and has been given very careful consideration. I do not know
whether it has come to your knowledge that since the middle of June I have been in charge of

Dr. Ellinwood’s correspondence as it was very desirable that he should go away from the city

and be as free as possible throughout the summer from official cares and responsibilities. It

has been necessary, therefore, that I should get as near to the bottom as possible in my
understanding of the various questions in the Korea Mission and the others under Dr.

Ellinwood’s care. I feel a special interest in the Korea Mission because I came very near being

a member of it myself. I was appointed to Korea in the Spring of 1892, but, being compelled to

wait a year for family reasons, I was switched off to China, but My interest in Korea has

continued in view of the large success which the Mission has gained because of the policy

which you have adopted, which has recommended itself to me, so far as I have become familiar

with it, as being almost if not quite a model policy for mission work. I have seen so much of the

other policy in China that I have really envied you the opportunity which you have had of doing

pioneer work, and establishing for yourselves a policy, instead of following in long established

ruts. I should therefore be particularly keen in my perception of anything which would work

disaster to the policy which you have been so wisely guided in establishing. I have found the

same feeling of enthusiastic admiration for the Korea Mission and its policy in this office, and I

know that the Board would not willingly take any step which would bring it into conflict with the

essential principles of your Mission policy.

I think there has been, perhaps, a little lack of clearness in the understanding of some of

the officers of the Board as to just the nature of Mr. Severance’s offer, and in the first letters

which were written to the Mission with regard to the matter, the Board’s action was expressed in

such a way as seemed to indicate that the Board for the sake of a few thousand dollars was
willing to fly in the face of the Korea Mission - at least that is the way in which the letters have

been interpreted. I do not think such was the meaning of the letters in the mind of the original

writer, and I think possibly he had received a somewhat different impression of Mr. Severance’s

purpose from that which was received by others who were in rather more intimate communica-

tion with Mr. Severance.

Dr. Halsey was present when the project for an extra physician was first suggested, and

he says that it came about in this way: - Mr. Severance had invited Dr. Halsey and Dr. Irvin, Mr.

Underwood and some others to dine, and at the table he turned to Dr. Irvin and said - “Who is

looking after your hospital while you are in America”? Dr. Irvin replied - “No one", whereupon

Mr. Severance said - "That surely ought not to be, your work must suffer very greatly if it is

abandoned in that way for many months, when it was previously in so flourishing a condition.”

Not long after, he made the offer of an extra physician for Korea for any service to which the

Mission might wish to put him, and his connection with the Seoul Hospital was based on the

probability that he [the extra physician] would be associated with the work of that Hospital,

being at the Capital, except when he was needed at other institutions.

Dr. Halsey is expecting to see Mr. Severance before very long and talk the matter over

thoroughly with him, and secure such a statement of the case in writing that there will be no

longer any question. Meanwhile, as the physician at first appointed for this work has been

assigned elsewhere, the Mission will have full opportunity at the Annual Meeting to give the
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actual question involved careful and prayerful consideration. It is quite evident to me through

the correspondence which I have been called upon to read that there is a little danger of some
members of the Korea Mission running one or more of the principles of the Mission policy into

the ground. Perhaps that is too strong an expression, but I find that in our missionary enthusi-

asm for something that seems to work well, we are sometimes in danger of going to an

extreme; and I have received from more than one member of the Korea Mission, medical and

non-medical, a statement of their decided opinion that the Korea Mission in its unwillingness

that the institutional work shall preponderate or receive an undue proportion of funds and

attention, is refusing to give to the hospitals connected with the Mission a sufficient equipment

for the service which they are called upon to render. It has been stated to us with regard to the

Seoul Hospital, by one who is not a physician, that they do not have money enough asked for in

the Annual estimates, to provide the necessary attendants to keep the place clean and neat. It

is a strange fact, but it is nevertheless a fact, that almost all dissensions between members of

various Missions throughout the world, are between the medical and the evangelistic. The
workers in each department are naturally eager for the advancement of their own work,

contributing, as they believe it does, to the work of all other departments - but each is inclined

to think the other selfishly ambitious and consequently unsympathetic.

It sometimes seems as if the Methodist plan of having a Bishop on the field to determine

questions of this kind might be an excellent feature, for it is with the different missionaries as it

is with the different missions, each one sees his own need written very large and he does not

see as clearly the need of another. The Board frequently received letters expostulating in the

most earnest tone against the Board’s failure to appreciate a particular need which has been

presented whereas another need which does not appeal to the writer as nearly as important has

been met. It does not seem as if in a Mission there ought to be any conflict whatever between

the medical workers and the evangelistic workers. All have singleness of aim in seeking the

glory of the Lord.

While I believe the Board is altogether justified in going counter to a Mission’s policy if it

thinks that policy mischievous, yet in this case I can assure you that the Board will uphold the

Mission in the maintenance of this policy if it is not carried to a destructive extreme. I wish

moreover, to protest against the assertion that “the Board’s action is a vote of lack of confi-

dence in the Korea Mission”. If rightly understood, it is very far from being that. I know of no

Mission in the world of which the Board’s approval is [higher] or in which the Board’s confidence

is more perfect.

We shall look to you at your Annual Meeting to be so reasonable, and so thoroughly

Christian in your consideration of this and other important subjects, that the Board will have no

occasion to lose any of the confidence which it now feels.

Yours very sincerely,

Courtenay H. Fenn

(from the Presbyterian Historical Society microfilm reel #283, Vol 242, Letter #11)



Syen Chun, Korea August 12, 1902 M. Louise Chase

Rev. F.F. Ellinwood, D.D.

New York, N.Y.

My Dear Dr. Ellinwood:-

Your letter of April 26
th came in due time and has been often thought of with unexpres-

sable feelings.

Just now we are in a cholera siege, the first case of it occurred ten days ago. The

malady has been in the land over a month - came across from China. The city of We Ju, just

this side of the river from there has been quarantined for a long time and we hoped the dread

disease might be kept from our little city. As soon as the first cases were reported in the far

north Dr. Sharrocks made out careful and full directions in writing to the magistrate, who
received them most gratefully and had them re-written and sent broadcast over this northern

province, the result has been most gratifying.

Dr. Sharrocks also sent letters to all our churches telling them how to prepare against

the malady. So far as we know, all of the Christians are following his directions and in Syen

Chun only two of our flock have died. At least thirty have been taken away in all.

The suffering ones have been so grateful for Dr’s visits and cannot understand why it is

that he puts himself in danger to see them. His ministries to them have already had a desirable

influence upon the entire heathen community. Drugs are being dispensed in all parts of the city

and used in abundance. We feel no personal danger and are glad to be here with our own

precious Koreans who lean so entirely upon us in these their clouded days.

We are quarantined at present. Some are very short of provisions and it is doubtful

whether we can get away by Annual Meeting time. If the malady becomes widespread the

meeting will have to be delayed.

Our personal reports for the year are finished. As we look back upon the year we have

so much that fills us with gratitude to God for the wonderful ways that the Holy Spirit is working

out redemption for this people.

I was glad to hear that Dr. Underwood is to remain longer at home to secure more

workers for this needy field. I hope he will be able to accomplish much, causing the home
church to realize the conditions here.

Many and many a woman who has attended my classes during the year has said with

tear-stained face: “As for believing, I believe. I am clinging to Christ for salvation. I have no

desire for any trust but in Him, but I am so ignorant. I know not how to read the thoughts of the

Bible with my dark mind. I know so little about the great Jesus Doctrine. How can God be

pleased to call me His child when I know not how to glorify Him?”

It is not easy to hear these kinds of heart-felt burdens and be helpless to meet their need

in any adequate manner. Most all of these women are mere babes in Christ. Their first need is

to be carefully fed from the Word that they may understand more of Christ and the power of His

resurrection in their daily lives.

Their second need is for more personal contact from missionaries who can go to them

and dispense among them a large practice of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Every time the women
come in from distant places they beseech me to promise to visit their groups the next time I
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leave here. There are 199 baptized and 558 catechumens and as a conservative number one

thousand two hundred Christian women in this province. I have been able to go to only the

merest fraction of this number. What can only one single woman do to help effectually these

hundreds of women scattered over so broad a field?

You will be glad to learn of the arrival of a new member in our household - little Miss

Marion Sharrocks. She came on July 13
th

. Mrs. Sharrocks is in the best of health, so also are

we all.

Very sincerely,

M. Louise Chase

(from microfilm reel #280, Vol. 232, letter #78)



Seoul, Korea September, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

From Annual Report of Dr. S.A. Moffett.

(Northern Circuit, South Pyeng An Province)

Outstations, 33; Members, 590; Catechumens, 850; Baptized this year, 129; Catechumens
received this year, 300.

This work is now organized into four smaller circuits, each under the care of a helper

having in his charge from four to twelve outstations with their tributary groups of believers in

many villages. I have not been able to visit all the outstations, seven of them not having

received even one visit during the year, while there are a number of places in which interested

inquirers are only waiting for a visit from the missionary to form them into a group of worshipers

with regular meetings for Bible study. It has seemed more important to conserve the work

already established and to provide more thorough instruction, discipline, and organization for

the established churches, and so these new opportunities have been largely neglected. Could

the time now be given to establishing and developing new groups, as it was given three and

four years ago, I doubt not that in another three or four years the large work accomplished in

these few years could be duplicated. Efficient as the helpers are in their sphere of service, they

have not the missionary's power of organization of new work. Another man could soon

organize another twenty or thirty churches.

The work is stronger and better organized than last year. The new plan for raising

helper’s salaries has proved a success, and in this and the north-eastern circuit combined

sufficient was raised to warrant the employment of two new helpers. This plan was, to request

from each group a minimum sum as its proportion of the amount to b e raised for four helpers.

The amount was estimated by me, in consultation with the helpers then at work. With the

exception of four out of our fifty churches, three of these in the famine district, all raised their

proportion, while some of them sent in larger sums. Most of them raised their contribution by

one subscription in the fall and spring, while several have made it up by monthly subscriptions.

The plan has proven very satisfactory to churches, helpers, and missionary, and will be

continued. In but two churches was objection raised, but when the plan was fully explained,

both cheerfully acceded and one of these raised more than had been requested of it.

There has been progress also in the matter of church building. Thirty-one groups are

now provided with buildings, five of these having been built this year. Several larger buildings

to replace those which were first provided for smaller congregations are either planned or are

now under way.

The schools on this circuit number 13, with an enrollment of 142 pupils. More and more

the desire for the establishment of better schools is growing, while the starting of the first school

for girls marks quite an advance in sentiment. In Suk Chun the wife of helper Han has opened

a school for girls under fourteen, giving instruction three hours each morning. They also come
for study in the afternoons. She does this without financial remuneration.

The increase in the number of helpers, enabling each one to give more time upon

smaller circuits, has had marked effect. Helper Kang is developing his work much more
thoroughly, his success in the training classes on his circuit west and north-west being very

noticeable.

The Soon An city church, with its five associated chapels and one school, has won the

victory in the struggles incident to its severe trials of the last two years. The Sabbath spent with

them found a congregation of 200, with a considerable number to be received as catechumens.
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They are always ready to contribute to every cause we recommend and their market-day
preaching and zeal in carrying the Gospel to other villages is developing some strong churches.

The Han Chun church has been most active in evangelistic effort, resulting in good prospect of

seeing two new groups between them and the city. Their plan for a new church, in which they

have been so deeply interested, has culminated in action. They bought a building two miles

away with a view to using the material. With their leader, a man of some means and social

position setting the example, about one hundred of them gave three days to the work of tearing

down and carrying tiles, timber and stones to the site for the new building. While they were
engaged in this, I received a letter from them, saying that their backs were tired and their hands
and feet were blistered, but that their hearts were full of joy. The plan of a central church with

associated chapels has been enthusiastically adopted by them also.

The Cha Chak church also has revived. Once so promising, it was almost annihilated

by the Korean gold miners who seized fields, houses, and trees without compensation, stole the

mats from the church and then so demoralized the community and interrupted the services that

for two years this church was nearly extinguished. Of those on the roll, 37 moved away, 7 died,

and about 20 were so led into sin that they were suspended or dropped from the roll of

catechumens. This left some 25 sincere faithful ones and about 20 more who have not given

up all faith. Many of these met in another village, while a few of the bravest clung to the church

building each Sabbath day. A visit, the first in over a year, has greatly cheered and revived

these, and since then, with new life and courage, they have been meeting in larger numbers
with good prospects of regaining former strength.

I am glad to report a church in An Ju city, where for ten years I have been trying to

secure a group of believers. The group is small, but established on right principles and has

zeal. For several years numbers who wanted help in law cases or political matters asked me to

buy a building and form a church there; but after repeated refusals their pretended interest in

the Gospel ceased. The group now formed is of a different class, and upon my last visit I found

they had raised enough to purchase a small building for a church and had developed the spirit

of self-help and of zeal for propagation of the Gospel. For years I have felt that we should have
a sub-station in An Ju, with headquarters in which a foreigner can remain a month or more at a

time. It is a strategic point half way between our two stations, Pyeng Yang and Syen Chyen.
The county is a large one, thickly populated on the west, and with a large country tributary to it

-

a region in which we have done ten years of seed-sowing. Much to my regret, the Methodists

have opened work in An Ju. I think we had the right to pre-occupy that region midway between
our stations, where for ten years our people have sowed the seed broadcast. I have waited for

years for the carrying out of my plan for this city and region, believing that we should first have
a church established there with its building provided by the Koreans. If we are to care for our

own work, I believe we should now have a small building there as subsidiary headquarters for a

missionary and I wish that a new missionary might be associated with me in the care of this and
the two adjoining counties of Suk Chun and Kai Chun. With class work in An Ju and itinerating

in the villages, we could together care for this until the new man was ready to assume entire

charge.

(from The Korea Field
,
February, 1903, pp. 90, 91)



Seoul, Korea September, 1902

Report of Special Bible Committee

Samuel A. Moffett

We are glad to be able to report that the Permanent Executive Bible Committee has

finally reached unanimous action on the adoption of a constitution - a copy of which is pre-

sented with this report. It is now before the Mission for ratification. You will see from Article II,

Section 2 that the Bible Societies have granted the principle for which our Mission has been

contending. This they were willing to do as soon as, by a somewhat lengthened correspon-

dence, the position of the Mission was made clear to them. There now seems to be nothing to

prevent the harmonious cooperation of the Missions and the Bible Societies.

In adopting this constitution the P.E.B.C. also adopted the following resolutions - viz.

1st: - "Resolved that we express to the American, the British & Foreign and the Scotch Bible

Societies our conviction that this constitution adequately meets the needs of Bible work in

Korea, and that we most earnestly request their sanction of the same and their cooperation in

the work under its provisions.”

2
nd

:

- “In view of the size of the field and the provisions of the constitution for one agent (a

common agent), we express our conviction that the interests of Bible work in Korea and the

principles of comity make the appointment of a second agent unadvisable and an action to be

deprecated unless there is a material change in the present conditions."

In regard to translation work we can report that progress has been made in the revision

of the New Testament while in the Old Testament several books have been translated by

individual members of the Board and are ready for the consideration of the whole Board.

Great changes have been made in the Board of Translators - Dr. Scranton s resignation

from the Methodist mission made vacant his place on the Board while the greatly lamented

death of Mr. Appenzeller removed one of the most faithful and industrious members. At the

February meeting of the Committee, Mr. [George Heber] Jones of the M.E. Mission (North) and

Mr. Moffett of our Mission were elected members of the Board and at the June meeting Dr.

Hardie of the M.E. Mission (South) was elected. Mr. Jones accepted the appointment with the

approval of his Mission and is now one of the translators. Mr. Moffett has not accepted the

appointment and Dr. Hardie’s acceptance is still in doubt. There are therefore now but three

working members on the field although Dr. Underwood is expected back very soon. The

P.E.B.C. has therefore taken steps towards the election of others at its next session.

We would here also make note of the presence during the year of Rev. H.O.T. Buckwall as the

acting agent of the Bible Society. His presence and influence in the Bible work has been a

source of great satisfaction and benefit.

S.A. Moffett

F.S. Miller

(from the microfilm records of the Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society,

Philadelphia, Reel #285, Vol. 244 (part of 1902 Annual Meeting reports)



Seoul, Korea September, 1902 Annie Laurie Adams Baird

Annual Report for the Year 1901-1902

During the year my regular appointments have been kept up as follows;- Sabbath morning Bible

school at Sa Chang Kol, Wednesday afternoon prayer meeting at the same place, botany on Thursdays with the

second class of the academy, and teachers’ meeting on Saturday afternoon at Miss Best’s sarang [visitor's

room].

Beyond helping somewhat in planning for it, I was not able to take a part in the winter class for

country women, and was very glad to avail myself of Miss Chase’s presence in the station to secure her

services as a substitute. I helped with Miss Best’s special class in January to the extent of a daily lesson,

taking the women through 1

st

and 2
nd

Thessalonians, and also had a daily lesson with the women of the spring

training class, which was the largest and best classified of any we have ever had. The use of the five years’

course of study which was initiated last fall has, 1 think, approved itself to all.

In some ways the year has been one of decided advance. The element of idle sightseers has

disappeared entirely from the Sabbath morning Bible school, and the building is crowded every Sabbath with

regular attendants. Two classes have been added, making eight in all, with a total enrolment of 300, at least a

gain of 100 over last year. The building is far too crowded for comfort, and I shall be glad when Mrs. Lee

returns and another Sabbath school can be started at the big church.

Last Saturday at the teachers’ class, the Bible woman, Mrs. Pak, told me an incident in connection

with one of the young women attending this Bible school which may be worthy of mention. It seems that she

had joined herself to the Christians very much against her husband’s will, and he, enraged at her persistence,

seized her, bound her round and round the body with a rope and beat her with a club described to me as being

as large as his wrist. Presently, thinking that she might die, and not being willing to actually kill her, he

exchanged the club for a smaller one and continued the beating. Meanwhile, the woman, hardly more than a

girl, declared that Christ had been bound and beaten, and she was grateful to be allowed to share His

sufferings. In response to her husband’s repeated demand that she give up her faith, she made the one

steadfast answer, that even if he should saw her asunder she could not give up her Saviour. So matters went

on, the woman attending services whenever her husband was away and observing the Sabbath as best she

could at home when he was there, until a few weeks ago. Then one Sabbath morning he said to her, “Isn’t this

the worship-day?” “Yes”, said she, wondering, doubtless what was coming next. “Well”, said he, in a very

mild tone, “You go to church and I’ll watch the house.” And off she went with a happier heart, no doubt, than

she had carried for many a day, thanking God that deliverance had come.

The attendance upon the Wednesday afternoon prayer meeting continues to be almost as large as last

year in spite of the fact that the little girls of the day school have transferred their attendance to the catechumen

and singing class at the big church, which is held at the same hour. We have passed the year in the study of

the shorter epistles of Paul, and it has been attended with great pleasure to me, and I believe profit to them.

The study of Ephesians, especially, has been blessed to us all.

This class is in some respects the most interesting one which I have. Realizing the danger in routine

work such as I am engaged in, of getting into a rut and carrying things on in a dull and lifeless manner, I have

made an effort to throw- myself into their lives, and look at things for that hour at least, from the standpoint of

their way of doing and thinking and I have been richly rewarded in the way they have tendered me their

confidence. Many interesting glimpses of Korean life and character have been afforded me in these Wednes-

day meetings, the triumphs of Christian death beds are often depicted, instances given of firmness under

persecution, of wonderful answ ers to prayer, of the casting out of evil spirits, of the conversion of whole

families to the Christian faith.

Only a few weeks ago, one old woman, known as Popai Halmoni [precious grandmother], was in such

haste to testify that she deprived us altogether of the last portion of Mrs. Pak’s remarks. She said she wanted
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to tell everybody what grace had done for her in enabling her to control herself under very trying circum-

stances. It seems that her son, w ho is not a Christian, had taken to himself a kisaeng after the death of his wife

a year or two ago, and all had gone along smoothly until lately, when his fancy roved to another. Then the

trouble began. The woman fell upon him with fist and foot. She tore the clothes from his back. She stripped

him of his most precious possessions, his hat, umbrella, shoes, his fine silk garments, and strewed them in

shreds along the highway. Then she took her seat on the ground in the midst of the ruin she had wrought and

shouted out insulting things. “She even went so far”, said Popai Halmoni, looking around impressively at the

other women, “as to intimate that we were nothing but paikchang noms [low est of the low], anyway!” Then

she took stones and pelted the mool-toks [water jars], and altogether it was a very yoranhan [uproarious] piece

of business.

And how was the old woman, the head of the house, taking all this? “What I wanted to do", said

Popai Halmoni, “was to go out and fight her with all my might. I wanted to take her by the shoulders and give

her a good twisting, or batter her with stones from the roadside, and if all this had happened a few years ago,

before I became a Christian, that is just what I would have done. But the thought came to me in time, What

will the neighbors think if I should do such a thing? They would every one of them say, ‘Here is this old

woman who professes to be a Christian, and just look at her pulling hair and throwing stones, and screaming

out abuse like any unbeliever’, so I restrained myself and paid her no attention whatever, although the quieter 1

was the louder she yelled, and the more stones she threw. My inside was fluttering back and forth like a fan,

but I didn’t answer her a work. Even my little grandchildren standing about knew why I didn’t go out and

fight her. ‘It’s because Grandmother is a Christian’’, they said to each other.

“We pacified her finally by giving her a house and lot and a pair of gold rings’’, the old lady

concluded, “and all has been quiet since, although my inside still flutters like a fan whenever I think of it. Of
course she feels that she beat us completely, but 1 know that 1 am the real victor, and I want to thank God for it.

Nothing but His grace ever could have enabled me to keep still.”

A chorus of praiseful assent went up from the other women who all know Popai Halmoni to be by

nature a very testy and irritable old body. She it is who on the occasion of the funeral of her son’s wife a year

or two ago, yielded to pressure from the heathen relatives of the dead woman and allowed paper money to be

prepared for offering to the departed spirit at the funeral. The believing brethren who came to pay their

respects saw the heap of paper money and lost no time in expressing their disapproval by leaving the house in

a body, whereupon the old lady, forgetting all the proprieties of the occasion, abused them soundly at the top

of her voice.

At another Wednesday meeting not long ago, old Sin-si said she had something to bring up for

consideration after the meeting was over, but she was so full of it that it all came out as soon as an opportunity

was given for testimony. The whole story as it finally came to light is as follows:- - Away up in the mountains

of north Korea is a high peak known as Sam Do Kan, or, Three Province View, because from its summit the

traveler is afforded a wide survey, not only of Pyeng Yang province in which the mountain is itself situated,

but also of three other provinces; Ham Kyung, Kang Won and Whang Hai. 1 lere on this windswept, lonely

spot, clustered against the sunny side of sheltering rocks, lies a little hamlet of eleven houses. Of these

families, two were related, the wives being sisters. Let us call them the Ko family and the Im family.

Year after year this little group of God’s creatures had lived on and died when their time came, in the

abject fear of evil spirits, and knowing only their power. But one day a young carpenter from a town in the

valley below found his way up to the little hamlet in the pursuit of his calling, and as he wrought he told a

wonderful story. There was One, he said, stronger than any evil spirit and who could check them all when He
would. He w as none other than the son of God, and as He and His Father had looked down upon a world of

creatures, sinning, suffering and lost, out of their love and pity had come a very strange and gracious thing.

They had agreed together that the son should come to earth, sinless among sinful men, and should himself

receive the punishment due to us, so that w e, taking advantage of the atonement made for us, could find our

w ay to God.
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An outcry of scorn and derision awaited the completion of the tale but in the midst of it one man sat

silent. Into his darkened heart flashed a ray of light. Although he did not know it, God had spoken to his soul

and he could never again be as he had been before. From that moment Mr. Ko walked among the redeemed.
But his sister-in-law’s husband, Mr. Im, listened with a hard heart.

Was this story true or not, he said. For his part, he thought not. At any rate, devil-worship had been
good enough for his fathers and it was good enough for him. Let others run off if they liked after any crazy
noise they might hear, - - a devil worshiper he would continue to be.

Time passed on and great trouble came upon the household of Mr. Im. Poor they had always been,
and yet they had what they called enough, space in the little room on which to crouch in the daytime and
stretch one’s self at night, a pot, a pair of chopsticks and a spoon, a little grain ahead. Even w ith so meager a

portion they had not felt the pinch of discontent, for their little was seasoned with mutual affection, and their

only child was a son, a dutiful and healthy lad of ten.

They had looked forward with joy to the coming of another child into their home, hoping that Heaven
would again vouchsafe a son to wait upon them with sacrificial offerings when they should have entered into

the realm of shades. And now the baby was here, but oh, the poor mother! Through w hat stress of mortal

agony she had passed, unaided, and hopeless of any help, but when it was over she was paralyzed from the

waist down, and worse than all, the light of reason had fled.

Mr.Im walked aimlessly about over the little patch of stony ground that he called his, or stared up at

the unseeing skies like one dazed. What act of sacrifice or worship had he left undone that this calamity

should come upon him? From whence should he draw fortitude to bear it, or was there nothing even yet that

might be done to bring back health and reason? Perhaps if he summoned courage and wrote out a fierce

objurgation of the demons and pasted it on the door, they might be induced to let the baby’s mother alone. So
he wrote it out in big, bold characters that by no means typified his feelings, and stuck it on the door, and
waited anxiously for a change that did not come. Only a wild and vacant stare met him from the eyes that he

loved. All day she sat or lay on the floor, unable to rise to her feet, and caring nothing for the household duties

that had always occupied her time. And even when he placed the baby in her arms there was no answering
sign of mother love and recognition.

Springtime and harvest came and went, and the bitterest winter known for many years closed down
over the bare peak of Sam Do Kan. Mr. Im had not been able to properly look after his crops, and he found

himself at the beginning of winter with only a little broomcom between his family and starvation. Their

clothing was in rags and had it not been that the mountainside furnished an abundance of brush for fuel, there

would have been little to relate beyond this point. In some way the winter dragged by and found them still

alive, but Mr. Im felt that the climax of misery had been reached. Hitherto he had joined with the other

villagers in reviling his brother-in-law' for listening to the words of the young carpenter, but now he sought him
out.

“My situation is beyond all speech”, he said, “What am I to do? If only the baby’s mother had her

reason I would ask nothing more.” Mr. Ko reached up to the little shelf and took down a well-worn Testa-

ment. “Let us do as Christ did”, he said simply, “You know w hen He was upon earth He cured people of all

sorts of diseases and cast out devils, too. Maybe He will do it yet, if we trust Him.” And Mr. Im cried out

from the depths of a broken heart that he would believe in Him and worship Him to the end of his days if He
would only grant him this thing.

So they took the Testament and the hymnbook and went over to the little room where the poor woman
sat, and kneeling by her side, they prayed and sang and read from the Word, and through what length of

process it came about, I do not know, but it really came to pass that her reason was restored to her, and she was
once more in her right mind.
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And now the very much alive and active Home Missionary Society, a lately formed mission

committee for the whole Pyeng Yang field and of the Pyeng Yang church, came into play. Mr. Choi, once a

priest of Buddha, but now glad to serve the Lord Jesus Christ in any capacity, was commissioned to canvass
the country around Sam Do Kan in the interests of Christ's Kingdom. Finding the people in lonely mountain
regions more accessible to the Gospel than the more urbane dw ellers of the plains, he had penetrated deep
defiles and valleys of the mountains, and had made his way to the top of Sam Do Kan. On his return he was
met by Mrs. Pak, the wife of the teacher of Chinese in the Academy w ith the polite inquiry as to whether he
had had an enjoyable time. Could he say that there was pleasure in it, was the grave answer, when his eyes

had beheld on that trip poverty more dire than anything he had ever imagined. Then he described the home of
Mr. Im, the little room, scarcely four by eight feet, and bare of a cash’s worth of furnishing, the naked boy, the

poor woman, absolutely unclothed except for a bunch of dirty rags, only a little broomcom in the house to eat,

and yet happy in the Saviour and poring over His word! Where they had secured the means to buy them Mr.
Choi could not conjecture, but they had a hymbook worth sixty cash (VA cents), and a Testament worth two
yang (about 12 cents), and the books showed signs of constant usage.

Mr. Choi said he felt that he could not forego attendance upon the summer training class for Christian

helpers which was then in session at Pyeng Yang, but as soon as it was over he wanted to go back to Sam Do
Kan with substantial aid for Mr. Im and his family.

How quickly the word spread among the good Dorcases of the Pyeng Yang church, and what a

bustling about there was! This was the business which Mrs. Sin wished to bring up before the Wednesday
afternoon meeting at Sa Chang Kol, and her lips had hardly closed over the story when contributions of money
and clothes began to pour in. In a very few moments the sum total of contributions with some things which

had already been given amounted to fifteen yang (somewhat less than $2.00), beside a promised heap of half-

worn garments. And what joy was there on all faces! “Ah, but this is pleasure!” said one old lady, and then

they spoke of the mother of Wun Doo, a woman long in consumption, who had wept because she had nothing

to give, and with one voice they declared that she with her tears had given more than they all.

The money was invested the next day in three pieces of a strong cotton cloth much used by the

Koreans, and as soon as the class was over Mr. Choi headed a relief expedition composed of a coolie loaded

up with the cloth and garments and two of the church women, who wanted to see with their own eyes the

misery which he had described, and relieve it with their own hands. Thus they took up their way to Sam Do
Kan, and there they are yet, having planned to spend a month in that region, teaching, preaching, and

discipling, as they can find or make opportunity.

So swings the Gospel army along on its march through Korea. The Word of God has not lost its

ancient power, and He is still mighty to save all those who put their trust in Him.

I am glad to be able to report some progress along one important line of missionary equipment,

namely, the exact understanding of the spoken Korean. With the hope in view of some sweet day being able to

understand every word that I hear, I have made a point of listening more carefully than ever before, and have

renewed my early habit of making a note of new words and expressions. The result has been encouraging, and

I speak of it for the edification of others who may be coming along on the same long road.

Literary work has been earned on rather fitfully as domestic cares and the possibility of securing a

competent emanuensis [secretary] permitted. The botany spoken of in last year’s report is finally ready for

publication if passed by the examining committee of the Tract Society, and I hope it may prove a useful book.

I felt gratified at the spnng examination of the botany class, w hen four new flowers were analyzed success-

fully, with the exception of a slight mistake made by tw o of the boys in the case of one flower. This analysis, I

should state, extends only to the orders, as no attempt has ever been made to classify the Korean flora into

genera and species.

Tw o years of experience in teaching botany to the academy boys has show n me that the study of this



9/1902 - p.5 A.L.A.B.

science is likely to be greatly to the pleasure and enlightenment of Koreans. If they can only be provided with

textbooks which are prepared within the range of their comprehension, I see no reason why there should not be

within perhaps a shorter time than we realize, a very general diffusion of Western know ledge among the

Koreans.

I have been fortunate in getting the blocks cut for the botany here in Pyeng Yang. A Japanese wood-
engraver has done the work very satisfactorily from pictures made by Esaki.

With regard to literary w ork for the coming year, the preparation of a scientific textbook had proved

so much more of an undertaking than I realized at first that I feel like taking a rest before starting out on

another. However, I hope to get at something of the sort again before the year is very far along.

One new hymn has been prepared for the next edition of the mission hymnbook, and 1 now have on

hands, committed to me by the other members of the committee, the task of launching an edition w ith notes. A
paper has been sent to each of the stations asking for subscriptions and the returns so far are encouraging.

Respectfully submitted,

Annie Laurie Adams Baird

(from the microfilm records of the Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia,

Reel #285, Vol. 244 (part of 1902 Annual Meeting reports)



Chicago, Illinois

139 Monroe Street

September 15, 1902 Horace Grant Underwood

[two important related letters are missingj

Rev. S.A. Moffet, D.D.

Pyeng Yang, Korea, via Japan

My Dear Dr. Moffet:-

hand.

Your letter of August 13
,h

dated S.S. Coptic, in answer to mine of July 17
lh

, came duly to

In reply to your letter I will state that as to whether I can see that there is anything to be
said on the other side or not, it seems to me that you should say what there is to be said on the
other side and then find out whether I think there is anything. Pardon me for the suggestion but
your letter to me says practically that there is no other side but yours to the whole subject Areyou not doing the very thing concerning which you find fault with me? Then you say my letter is
unfair yet faded to tell me in what particulars it is unfair; also claim that my letter to you is “full
of duplicity I will simply state that my letter to you had no duplicity in it at all, and if you deem
a there is duplicity in it, it must be that there are suspicions in your mind concerning what I

th

a

7th ^ m
W3nted t0 d° th3t 3re With°Ut foundat'°"- I am under the impression

hat the brethren ofwhom you speak look back of everything that I suggest or do for an ulteriormo ive, and I assert that there is no such ulterior motive. I think the difficulty is that you view
with suspicion ad that I do, and do not exercise towards my actions and suggestions any of that
chanty which the Bible says, “thinketh no evil”. You speak of my attitude towards you all I

would be very glad if you would define what my attitude is. My simple attitude toward a greatmany of you brethren is that of, in certain cases, differing with you in ideas as to what methods
should be employed to bnng about the same end. Aside from this I stand in no attitude towards
you, other than to be allowed to work in Korea in perfect harmony with you all. No two men are
identically alike We are not all cast in the same mould and we must bear and forbear. I should
like you also to know that in your letters to me you have repeatedly declined to discuss any of the
questions at issue, and yet you say that you cannot discuss the questions with me. I simply assertand in this I think you are unable to contradict me, that as you have never tried, you do not know

’

whether you can or not. You say the fault lies with me, and that I alone can remedy it and yetyou do not say what the fault is. In regard to the difference in the work, there have be^n two
differences that have seemed insurmountable; one the matter of the term question [the term for
God], and as correlative with this, the matter of the hymn book that has been used That was
taken up in my last letter (the hymn book) and I think you can realize that there were reasons why
jt was natural that I should use the hymn book that I had prepared. You say in your letter
“Harmonious working has now again been secured in Seoul both in station and in committee of
counsel, although a few of your personal adherents are holding somewhat aloof’. This is
inexplicable to me, as we had absolutely no lack of harmony in Seoul, both in station and in
committee of counsel while I was there. I should be veiy glad indeed if you will tell me where
that lack of harmony occurred. In regard to what you say that one ofmy colleagues said, I should
like very much indeed for him to mention a single case where I have given just cause for such a
statement. Of course ,f you first start out with that idea in mind, then look for it and expect that
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that idea exists in everything that is done, watch carefully for fear it is going to be seen, 1 think
that you might suspicion such a thing and your very suspicions would make you imagine that it

was there. I will assert most firmly, and I care not who contradicts it, 1 have never worked with
that idea in mind in Korea. As far as saying that there is Underwood’s work and the Mission
work, 1 would simply state that I have not brought that about, and as for the differences going to
the natives, I insist that 1 have never carried them there. My convictions as to the work are
almost the same as yours. There will be slight differences of opinion as to whether foreign funds
should be used in this or that individual case, as in the case of the Pyeng Yang church, - there
may be differences of opinion as to who are suitable workers, and we ought to discuss these
questions, and where we have strong convictions, stand by them and work for them, and if we are
to have successful work in Korea we must naturally be men of individual strong convictions. In

connection with what has seemed to be unchristian and unbrotherly, I suppose that the chief
desire of the men who made those moves was the vital interests of the work, but I do assert that

there has been too much talking together on a certain thing, and too little going direct to the
brother whose work is affected. 1 do not consider your letter unbrotherly at all, my only regret is

that you seem so absolutely unwilling to think that there is any difficulty on your side. Certainly,
I had hoped that some of you would have written long ere you have. I believe your letter is

written in all sincerity, but I believe that if you will carefully sift the matter down and try to put
yourself in my place, strive to remove any preconceived suspicions that you have had before,

your judgment will be different. I wrote to you a good long letter at one time, and your reply is,

it is useless to consider the question . In my study perhaps you will remember we were sitting

together, and when I started a discussion you got up and said, “Underwood, if you are going to

discuss that question I will leave”. You say you long for mutual confidence and cooperation in

the Lord’s work in Korea. No one has longed for it, prayed for it, worked for it harder than I

have, but as one of the best friends that you brethren in the North have said to me, “Underwood, I

don’t know why it is, but you have simply to propose a thing and it will be opposed by the men
in the North ’. You say you do not look for an answer. I disagree with you in this. If there arc

misunderstandings among brethren it is far, far, better, and will tend very much more to clear the

whole atmosphere, to say plainly all that is in one’s heart, - to discuss the whole question and see
where we are. There has been altogether too much lack of willingness to discuss questions, and
here I believe the great difficulty lies. My attitude towards you brethren in the North will be
what it always has been - that of a brother working in another section who asks you to view his

work and his ideas simply with the belief that his desire is the Master’s glory, and as far as you
can, don’t strive to find some other ulterior motive back of the one stated. You claim duplicity

and unfairness. That is the hardest thing that you have claimed in your letter, because I have
always argued for straightforwardness and fairness, and I firmly believe that the great difficulty

that has existed in the mission and in Korea has been almost entirely due to the fact that at the

start you viewed things with suspicion. Someone has said to me, and this was only recently, that

when the hymn book came, you brethren from the North and other parts thought that my work
and zeal on the hymn book, my preparation of the same, my pushing it through, was because I

wanted to foist upon the Mission my hymn book. Such a thought never entered my mind,- in fact

when the hymn book came it was only after the urging and argument of the Seoul brethren that I

consented to my name being on the title page. My only thought was that I would work nights, as

I did, and have a surprise ready for the Mission without any cost to them. My reason for not

presenting it before the editorial committee was that as I read the rules it did not come before

them. Not that I minded them seeing them, for I had them hung on charts around my room, and
circulated the first proofs of the hymn book among the mission, had them lying around on the
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desks. I can’t tell you what a surprise it was to me when the Mission condemned it. I never

dreamed that the Mission were thinking of such action until Dr. Brown told me that such was the

thought. Now, Dr. Moffet, 1 ask you in all fairness, was this brotherly? If you thought that 1 was
trying to foist the hymn book upon you, could you not have come and said so, at least someone of
you? The whole difficulty has been that there has not been plain speaking, and when plain

speaking has been asked for it has been denied.

There is much more that 1 should like to say and that I trust 1 shall be permitted to say at

some future time, so that in some way or other we may be permitted to have harmonious work in

Korea. With the prayer that God will open all our eyes to see what is right and to be one in our
work for the Master, filled with such love to him and from him that we can work as one,

Yours in His name,.

Typed and unsigned, but from [Horace G. Underwood]

Diet. J.L.F.

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



New York, New York October 2, 1902 Frank Field Ellinwood

Rev. S.A. Moffett, D.D.

Pyeng Yang, Korea

My Dear Mr. Moffett:

Your good letter written on the “Coptic” August 25'h has been carefully read over twice, and
1 unreservedly commend the excellent spirit in which it is written. 1 have great regret at the situation

which involves Dr. Irvin and the Fusan Station. It is certainly a very sad and unfortunate thing that

he has lost the confidence of the great majority of the Mission so seriously as he has. Dr. Under-
wood still regards him as one of the most faithful missionaries in Southern Korea, though he secs, I

think, his apparent lack of spirituality and realizes the difficulties of his relations. Mr. Sidebotham
has shown great fairness in all his statements about matters in Fusan. I think he sees Dr. Irvin’s

faults, but he does not refuse to work with him, and so far as 1 can lcam the two arc harmonious
together. Dr. Irvin has not in all his conversations with me pronounced harsh judgment upon any
brother missionary. Never a word against Mr. Adams or Mr. Baird has escaped his lips, and
although Miss Chase, many months ago, penned a most caustic attack upon Dr. Irvin, and although

he knows her attitude toward him, he has never expressed to me one word against her. He admits
that he is not as spiritual as he should be, and he says that Mr. Ross is probably a better man than he

is himself. Dr. Halsey knows more of Dr. Irvin than any of the rest of us and he endorses him
strongly, though he admits that there is a something in his manner that might well elicit criticism. I

have always had some question about him since he first went to the field, and I have made more
complaints to him and criticisms than to any other missionary in Korea. At the time he was
appointed, his friend. Dr. McCurdy, then of Peoria, made some statements about his financial

matters that I felt ought to be brought to his attention and I wrote him accordingly. He gave

explanations which in very large part relieved my apprehension. I did not expect very great success

or faithfulness, had a good many misgivings, but he constantly grew upon me as time went on. In his

medical work he certainly seems to have been a success, and as for his evangelistic effort and
influence, his advice and sympathy toward the Koreans, I became more and more satisfied that he

was accomplishing good. Dr. Underwood thinks that he has done more than anyone else in South

Korea to win and direct the native Christians in their religious life.

At the time that he became involved in the Masampo matter, I wrote him a very severe letter

and I had considerable correspondence with Minister Allen. Dr. Irvin has some very plausible

explanations of the course he had pursued, but did not satisfy me fully. I felt that he had made a

great mistake, though I was not quite satisfied that he knew just what he was doing with respect to

the Russian Government. There have been many instances in which missionaries have made some
fortunate and some unfortunate investments on the mission field, the same thing is done constantly

by ministers in this country. I was formerly opposed to anything of the kind. I have come in later

years, especially, as I have seen the misfortunes of widowed families, to regard it as a duty of every

minister to manage his affairs with such prudence and tact as to secure the welfare of his family,

provided always that his high moral position is not compromised.

No doubt great injury was done to the cause of Missions by the Masampo bargain. The
Japanese were particularly angry. In the controversy between Dr. Irvin and the intermediary in the

purchase. Dr. Irvin was entirely justified by Dr. Allen, though at first his sympathies were rather on

the other side. In the issue he condemned the contention of the other man. I then said to Dr. Irvin all

that I felt warranted in saying, and have since regarded the incident as closed, yet I judge by some of
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the letters received and some of the things that have been said that that transaction is one of the

principal grounds of opposition to his return to Korea. 1 do not think his retention here would mend
the old matter at all. Men continue to suffer the evil effects of great mistakes involving or seeming

to involve moral character, but from all that I can see now that is tangible, I think a far greater injury

would be done to the work in Korea by dismissing Dr. Irvin than by returning him to the field. The
General Assembly is apt to have a pretty strong sympathy for a missionary who is dismissed, or in

any way discredited by the Board. Dr. Famham of Shantung, R.G. Wilder of Kolhapur at a still

earlier day, led the Board a terrible dance in the General Assembly by getting skillful counsel to

plead their cause. A missionary in South America did the Board great harm in some of the Presby-

teries - a missionary in Guatemala not more than three years ago, carried his complaints of the

Mission action and Board’s action into his Presbytery, and he came off with flying colors, and a

shout of triumph, which really amounted to a slap in the face, and a bitter condemnation against the

Board, and yet the case was one of outrageous secularization and what we felt to be downright

dishonesty on the part of the missionary.

We cannot condemn men simply because we dislike them, or lack confidence in them. How
many most unworthy servants are engaged in the work of the kingdom the world over.

I hope, my dear brother Moffett that you have gone back to Korea with renewed strength, and

that your dear wife has recovered from all her disabilities.

We shall look anxiously for the reports of the Mission meeting in reference to Dr. Irvin and

other matters.

With warmest Christian affection, I am,

Sincerely yours,

F.F. Ellinwood

(from the Presbyterian Historical Society microfilm reel #283, Vol. 242, letter #31)



Pyengyang, Korea October 16, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. Allen:

The above account [account of the facts sent to accompany this letter] is made up from
the statement of Mr. Hunt, Mr. Lee, Syen On-Chun, Yi Hak-Syon and Mr. Hunt's “boy", the
accounts agreeing in every essential particular.

While the man was in jail and no money had been received and no satisfaction in any
way, Mr. Lee telegraphed to me in Seoul and I laid the case before the Legation. The present
situation is as given above.

To us it seems clear that our treaty rights have been denied us by the Governor, that he
seized lumber belonging to us, the transaction having been completed, the lumber paid for and
the lumber removed to another place pending removal after Sunday; that we laid the matter
politely before the proper official, the Kamni, and not only received no satisfaction, but were in

fact told by the Governor’s arrest and beating of our Agent that we could not buy lumber and
that he had the right to compel the reversal of the transaction.

We should be glad to have you press this case until full satisfaction is secured, if in your
judgment also our treaty rights have been clearly invaded. We ask this because of the principle

involved and because to ignore this means constantly increasing trouble in the future and a
contempt for the rights of foreigners on the part of officials, underlings and people. While the
financial loss is a small one, I think the most effective way to make an impression upon officials

and especially the underlings is to insist upon their making good the loss occasioned by their

unlawful proceeding. Mr. Hunt, Mr. Lee and I agree that 1000 nyang (a little over 100 Yen) is a
justly low estimate of the financial loss occasioned, considering Syen On-Chun's loss in money
and time and the breaking up of his business and his loss in interest on his money, and Mr.

Hunt's loss in money and delay in building. However, the money in itself is not a consideration,
but the moral effect of obtaining it is a great factor.

Aside from this, anything you can do to impress the Governor here with the fact that he
must observe the treaty rights of foreigners resident here - will be most appreciated by us. I

have taken pains to lay this clearly before you because I believe it is such a clear case of
violation of rights, that it is one [case] which you can justly press with the government and re-

assert our rights which are certainly held in great contempt just now by the officials here, who
openly boast that they will make it hard for the foreigners and that they will kill a number of the
Christians.

I enclose also a card bearing in Chinese Characters the name of the office (and the
present incumbent of the same) of the official positions here. I have written of this case as it

appears to us, but if for any reason you think it unwise to press it, you will understand of course,
that we are not insistent upon our rights, but prefer to waive them as a matter of expediency.
Mr. Noble [Methodist missionary] is writing you also of their difficulties, different from ours, but
showing very clearly the attitude of the officials towards foreigners.

Yours very Sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

(Probably in the S.H. Moffett collection of S.A. Moffett papers)



San Francisco, California October 22, 1902 H.G. Underwood

Rev. F.A. Ellingwood, D.D. [should be F.F. Ellinwood]

Secretary Board of Foreign Missions

156 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y.

My dear Dr. Ellingwood:--

We are just starting off for Korea. We leave today at one o’clock. Mrs. Underwood has

been quite sick since we have been here, but feels better this morning, and I think that it is all

right to start. We are going back to our work, I think, better prepared than we have been

before, and we bespeak from you your earnest prayers that there may be in Korea more

harmony than there has been heretofore, and that lack of harmony among the missionaries

may not hinder in any way the work of Christ.

I just wanted to send you this, with kindest regards from us all.

Yours sincerely,

H.G. Underwood

(from Presbyterian Historical Society microfilm reel #280, Vol. 232, letter #92)



Seoul, Korea October 29, 1902 Horace N. Allen

Dear Mr. Moffett:-

I have your letters of the 22 d and 24m instants, two of the latter date, in regard to the
troubles in Whanghai between the Catholic and Protestant Christians, and I can appreciate how
you and Mr. Hunt must feel over the matter. I would be glad to be of assistance to you, but
really I don t see how I can interfere, as the trouble is purely one between the natives of the two
denominations. Nothing you send me affords clear proof that the priests, themselves, are
directly responsible for the troubles, and I don t see how I can go to the Bishop at this juncture
and complain. I cannot simply talk to him unofficially on the subject, for while we are very good
friends, I am not intimate with him. It would be disrespectful to the Bishop if I should go to his
Minister with the matter.

I know your high appreciation of Father Wilhelm and from my own knowledge of him I

am sure that if you should go to see him and talk the matter over, he would do his part to clear
the matter up. I happen to know that some time ago the Methodists here were having much
trouble south of Seoul with the Catholics. Mr. Jones [George Heber Jones] put himself in the
place of the priest and did as he said he would wish to be done by. He went to the priest,
Merivale, who by the way would seem to me to be less agreeable to work with than Wilhelm,
and the priest took the matter up at once and had it all amicably settled. Jones prefaced his
remarks by disclaiming infallibility for his own followers and by admitting that there were usually
two sides to all Korean questions. The facts proved this to be true.

From all accounts, and I have had a number, I have no great faith in the diplomatic tact
of Rev. Mr. Hunt, in fact I think he is quite lacking in this necessary missionary qualification, and
I would not like to act on this matter, if at all, until you have had your try at it with the priest
Wilhelm.

I cannot possibly take the matter to the Korean Government as you suggest. You will

admit that I am doing all I possibly can to support you in your relations with the Government and
to adjust your troubles, but to my way of thinking, it would be a grave mistake to lay before the
Central Government the dissensions of the natives of the two callings. You may be able to do
something locally with the officials, of that I will not know officially, and it will not come to Seoul
in all probability.

You seem not to have followed my suggestion that you communicate first with Wilhelm
before sending the case to me. I think you had better do this now. If you lay the matter before
him and he declines to listen to it, or acts in a manner which would merit my complaining of him,
I may decide to take it up, but while the matter is purely one of persecution by the Catholics of
the Protestants, with no foreign interference to be traced home, I think I must stay out of it. I

would not be at all surprised to learn that on a fuller investigation you have found that the
natives of your own following have not been altogether without blame. At least I would want to
know more of your own personal knowledge of the case, rather than hearsay reports from Mr.
Hunt. Please do not think me critical or disobliging. I think my present decision is for your own
best good.

HOIRACE N. ALLEN

(probably in the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)



New York, New York November 21, 1902 Frank Field Ellinwood

Rev. S.A. MofTet, D.D.

Pyeng Yang, Korea

My dear Dr. MofTet:

We are sending out to our missionaries a letter of greeting prepared at a meeting of pastors

and others recently held at Riverdale, New York, where a great blessing descended on all present,

and we felt like communicating the spirit of the meeting to all others, especially on the mission

fields.

We do not feel, at least I do not, that there is so much need of a spiritual awakening in

Northern Korea as there is in some other missions, but doubtless a letter prepared by Dr. Alexander,

and the added words of Mr. Speer and myself, which I assure you arc heartfelt, will meet with a

response from all your hearts.

Mr. Baer, a speaker at the recent meeting, spoke of flooding Christian hearts and Christian

work with a tidal wave of God’s spirit, covering all the defects, allaying all divisions, changing all

murmurings into thanksgivings. There is a wave of such impulse moving upon the church at home.

The reports from the western Synods make mention of it. We have for some time been longing to

sec the same divine influence extending to all our mission fields, enkindling a greater evangelistic

spirit than ever before known.

In some of our missions the work has become such as routine school

work “seed sowing”. I think this feeling results from an exaggerated view of

God’s sovereignty, and the doubt as to how much power he gives his Christian workers. In other

words, men and women sometimes doubt whether they can do much, instead of feeling sufficient

confidence that earnest efforts will, in almost every case, bring results.

There have been fortunate changes in some of our mission fields. Those which bore very

little fruit are becoming more fruitful. In the Canton Mission, as a result of the labors of about five

or six itinerant missionaries, between seven and eight hundred communicants have been received

into the church during the year. Even in Brazil, which has been one of our slowest fields, the

additions to the church membership have more than doubled those of former years. The work in the

Philippines has become fruitful from the first, and yesterday we learned of the first adult baptism in

our new Honan [?] mission.

As a historic fact, Presbyterian Missions in the last seventy years have not been among the

most fruitful in the numbers of souls saved. We have not been confident enough. We have not asked

for blessings large enough. God grant us great expansion of our faith and our expectations in that

way.

I want to add a few words in regard to the action of the Mission bearing upon Dr. Irvin. You

will have received the report of the Board’s action upon the action taken by the Mission. You will

remember that from the first

the settlement of the difficulties between Dr. Irvin and those

who disapprove of his work, I wrote you accordingly during the summer. The request that the

mission would take the matter up and act upon it was made during my absence in the country. In

justice to myself I ought perhaps to say that 1 considered the letters which I had received as
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confidential under the rule that no secretary has a right to withhold anything from his colleagues. 1

did not intend that they should go beyond the council. 1 think no names were mentioned by my
colleagues.

Inasmuch as Dr. Irvin has decided to go back, and win the confidence of all concerned by

earnest effort to do his Master’s work, and inasmuch as he has shown through all this matter a

thoroughly Christian spirit, refraining from any unkind w ord against any member of the mission, it

seems to us that the thing to be done is to receive him as a brother, and above all other things labor

for the harmony of the Mission.

Your action certainly expressed strong personal regard for Dr. Irvin, but only concerned the

question of his general usefulness. Act the one and give him a chance to improve the other.

I suppose that the recommendation that Fusan be given up was made upon the assumption

that Dr. Irvin would be kept at home. Mr. Fenwick’s letter was sent to the Montclair Church, and

that church was greatly aroused. The pastor informed Dr. Halsey that if the Board were to approve

the action of the Mission, it would kill Foreign Missions in that church for a generation. We are

striving to allay all excitement and adverse feeling. If we were to give up Fusan and turn over the

Hospital to the Australian Mission, I cannot see any bounds to the indignation that would be felt by

the friends of the late Dr. Junkin, of whom the Hospital is a memorial.

The Board has not decided the question of giving up Fusan, but from all expressions of

opinion it seems very impossible that it will do so, but if it decides for a second time to maintain its

position at that port (the only one on the East coast now left since yielding up Gcnsan [Wonsan]),

will not the Mission, for the sake of preserving the seamless garment of our common Lord, join

heartily in prayer and effort for Southern Korea? Such seems to me to be the spirit of Christ, who

enjoined charity and confidence toward those who cast out devils in a somewhat different way.

With very kind regards to Mrs. Moffet and all your associates, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

F.F. Ellinwood [signature illegible]

(from the Presbyterian Historical Society microfilm reel #283, Vol. 242, letter #52)



Anak, Korea November 25, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

While assisting Mr. Swallen for a few days in one of his country training classes, I

take the time to write the monthly letter for the station which I should have written

several weeks ago, since I was appointed to write of the work of the station preceding

the October meeting. This deals with the inauguration of work upon our return from

Annual Meeting in Seoul, our disappointment being great that the cholera in Pyengyang

prevented our meeting there.

The item of greatest interest to us all was the very helpful visit from Rev. Dr. &

Mrs. Parsons of Danville, III. whose church supports Mr. Whittemore on the field and is

greatly interested in the work in Korea. Their deep spiritual life and enthusiastic interest

in the very best phases of missionary life and activity put them at once into hearty

sympathy with us all so that their visit was one of delightful Christian fellowship and

helpfulness. They were with us through the Annual Meeting, shared with us the

discomforts of a rough voyage on the little coast steamer and then spent 10 days with

us viewing the work of the station in all its phases. I had the pleasure of taking [him] for

a visit to one of the country churches where we stayed over night, Dr. Parsons preach-

ing to a congregation of over 300 people who gathered from that and a neighboring

church. I should like to hear his future description of his 12 mile ride on a little Korean

donkey.

The year's work has begun with great activity and it was not long before all the

ministers and the single ladies were out in their country work, some to return soon,

some to return only to go out again after three or four days at home and some not to

return until near Christmas time when we all gather for the large Training Class in which

all have a part.

In the city, the Academy opened with 60 pupils, there now being 4 classes,

demanding more time from the members of the station in order to provide sufficient

teaching. By the time the fifth class is formed there will be urgent need for another

foreign teacher whose main time can be given to instruction.

The primary schools for boys and girls all opened with larger attendance, some

300 pupils, all told. These are graded and growing in efficiency. Another year will see

them sending classes into the Academy and into an advanced school for girls which can

no longer be postponed, altho we have held back from establishing one until it became

a necessity. The city church attendance continues to crowd the building and we have

now made the last move to increase its seating capacity, a gallery to seat about 200

people, now being under construction. In the city church Mrs. Swallen has started

another Sabbath Bible class so as to relieve the crowded condition of those taught by

Mrs. Lee and Mrs. Baird.

Our force of single women is now reduced to two, both Mrs. Sharp and Mrs. E.H.

Miller having married into the Seoul station. We need re-enforcements, for our large
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country work calls for far more classes for the women than Miss Best and Miss Snook
can provide for, altho their main time is given to this work. The return of Mr. & Mrs. Lee
& Mrs. Webb has been welcomed most joyfully by all, and as no one is home on
furlough this year we are better able to handle our work. Mr. Bernheisel has taken up
full work this year and now has the responsibility of a large country section with about
20 groups while Mr. Blair also comes to my relief in assisting me to look after my
remaining country work.

Our Christians are feeling the evil effects of a most oppressively unjust govern-
ment. Taxes both legal and illegal are being increased and special assessments of

large sums are being levied for the building of a palace here. All of any means have
been levied upon, and in the enrollment the Christians have had to submit to unjust

discrimination. Roman Catholic aggression and persecution is becoming more and
more frequent and our people find it impossible to obtain redress before their own
courts because the Romanists over-power the officials and exert such political influence

in the Capital that their own lawless acts are overlooked. I fear that our people have
before them some pretty severe persecution, but we hope to find them as faithful and
steadfast under Roman Catholic persecution as they have been under persecution from
heathen.

While writing this letter I want also to acknowledge the receipt of your personal
letter to me under date of Oct. 2nd, and to thank you for your many kind words.

Very Sincerely Yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from Microfilm reel #280, Vol. 232, letter #99)



Seoul, Korea

Dear Dr. Moffett:

December 9, 1902 Horace N. Allen

I send you confidentially, a copy of further correspondence I have had with the
Korean Government regarding your troubles in Pengyang. You may show this to the
others concerned and then return it to me. I have referred the whole matter home andmay receive instructions thereupon. I have fully explained the magnitude of the work
you have in hand and the matter may be one of consultation between the Department of
State and the Board of Missions whose address I have forwarded.

Please report to me promptly if anything is done in the line of the suggestions I

made to the Foreign Minister.

Yours sincerely,

for _2)r. Arthur
Jf. Sttown

J4.YI.JltL

(from microfilm reel# 280, Vol. 232, letter #103)



Pyengyang, Korea December 9, 1902 Graham Lee

Dear Mother:-

You are so good to write us so often, and we do appreciate it. I should have
written you oftener but I’ve been out in the country most of the time since returning from

Annual Meeting and while in the country it is pretty hard to find time for letter writing. I

have three more places to visit and then my fall itinerating is done. After that comes our
winter Training Class which opens this year on December 17. Sometime in January I

leave for Fusan to help them in a class there. The Mission appointed me to this at the

meeting in Seoul. [I] shall be away from home about two months I suppose. While at

Fusan I shall take a run up to Taiku to see how the work is there.

On one of my trips this fall I had a novel experience. At one place the former
keeper of the church having ceased to attend was called up, and showing no signs of

repentance, was suspended. When this group first started, this man was very much
interested and for a time services were held in his home. Then when the people began
to agitate for a church building he offered to give the front part of his house if the people

would enlarge it and fix it up. The people agreed and he gave a deed for the front part

of his house, still living in the rear as church keeper. After a time he lost interest and
then as is always the case, his conduct began to be a reproach and so the people,

wishing to get him out of the building, offered to buy the rear of the house. The man
agreed, gave a deed for the rear of the house and moved out. His conduct became
worse and he began drinking and getting drunk as he used to before becoming a

Christian. One day he surprised the leader of the group by saying that the front part,

the part used for services, belonged to him. He said he gave the building to God but he

didn’t give it to them. This was a remarkable statement after he had given a deed for

the building, which deed I had in my possession. There was a little piece of ground that

went with the building on which was raised a few cabbages. According to Korean
custom the owner of ground gets half the crop and the renter the other half. By rights

half of this crop belonged to the church and when the crop was gathered the [church]

leader tried to take the church’s half, but the former owner put in a claim enforced with a

club and the leader, after he had been pounded a while, withdrew the church’s claim

and the former owner took half the crop. Here was a pretty mess. The church claimed

the building and ground and the former owner also claimed it. When I called the man
up and asked him about it he said the building and ground were his. There was only

one thing to do - appeal to the magistrate and have him decide who was the real owner.

This I told the man I would do, and he said “go ahead”. I must go back in my story a

little to speak of the man who was at that time keeper of the church. He had come into

the building without the consent of the leader or people. The building had been kept by

two widows, but this man came in and “fired" the widows out. And he did this at the

instigation of the former owner. Here was another nice mess. The man was an

inoffensive creature but he had a wife who made things “warm” for people.

I called the man up and told him he couldn’t stay in the church and would have to

make arrangements to go elsewhere. Now this was the status when we had our

evening service. The former owner didn’t come to service but his wife and daughter did.

While we were having service Mr. man proceeded to get good and drunk and after

service before the people had dispersed, this man came outside the church door and
raked us fore and aft as only a Korean can. At the same time the wife of the present

keeper took a position on the other side of the church and when the man stopped she
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began, and what was left of us after the man got through she "dressed down” to a finish
It was a unique experience. The next morning the man felt heartily ashamed of himself
and most abjectly begged my pardon and promised never to make another claim to the
building. The woman said nothing and I suppose is waiting for another chance to dress
me down again. This whole business was perfectly in accord with Korean custom. If

you have anything against a man, go to his house at night and call him all the names
you ever heard and then if you are not afraid, smash in his doors with a rock. We didn’t
get the rock because the man didn’t have the courage to go that far. This is one of the
numerous kinds of experiences we have.

Here is a record of my fall work: Examined for baptism 205, baptized 94,
examined for the catechumenate 223, received as catechumens 160.

We are all well and the children are growing nicely. Graham is fat as a pig and a
very happy child. But he knows what he wants and he wants it. If he doesn’t get it

there is war in about a minute. If he isn’t handled right he will be a problem. He has
almost stopped sucking his thumb.

I wonder how that place on your forehead is getting along. You didn't speak of it

in the last two letters and I was wondering if the x-ray treatment was helping you.

Give our love to everybody, and especially to Aunt Nellie if she is with you.

Your affectionate son,

Graham Lee

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett letters)



Pyongyang, Korea December 15, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

To the American Bible Society, the British and Foreign Bible Society and the National Bible

Society of Scotland: -

Dear Brethren :-

The Permanent Executive Bible Committee of Korea after several years of discussion and

of correspondence with the Bible Societies, and of communication with the various missions in

Korea, has finally succeeded in obtaining a unanimous vote of the Committee upon the adoption

of an Amended Constitution, a copy of which is appended to this letter. This action was taken

September 17, 1902, and sent to the Missions for ratification, since under the former constitution

the Missions must ratify before the amendments go into effect.

After the adoption of the Constitution a sub-committee consisting of Rev’s Moffett,

Swearer and McRae was appointed to communicate with the Bible Societies, laying before them

the Constitution, certain resolutions adopted at the same time (see below) and the actions of the

Missions in so far as they bear relation to this subject.

The resolutions adopted were as follows: “Resolved I

s
' - that we express to the American,

the British and Foreign and the Scottish National Bible Societies our conviction that this

Constitution adequately meets the needs of Bible work in Korea - and that we most earnestly

request their sanction of the same and their cooperation in the work under its provisions.

2
nd

- In view of the size of the field and the provisions of the Constitution for one agent

(“a common agent”), we express our convictions that the interests of Bible work in Korea and the

principles of comity make the appointment of a second agent unadvisable and an action to be

deprecated, unless there is a material change in the present conditions.

3
rd

- That a sub-committee be appointed to communicate to the Bible Societies, this

Constitution, together with these resolutions and any other information as to the actions of the

Missions on the subject.”

We as a sub-committee would therefore call attention to the actions of the Missions so far

as now taken.

The Presbyterian Mission North, the Presbyterian Mission South, and the Methodist

Episcopal Mission South ratified this Constitution at their meetings held in Seoul September-

October, 1902. The M.E. Mission North at their meeting in May 1902 took action favoring but

one agent in Korea. Under date of December 3, 1902, their secretary writes that their Mission

has approved the amended Constitution. The Presbyterian Council of Missions composed of all

the male members of the four Presbyterian Missions at work in Korea, at their Annual Meeting in

September took action stating the belief that one agent is amply sufficient for the needs of Bible

work in Korea.

As both the Canadian and Australian Presbyterian Missions are members of this Council

it will be seen from all the above actions that the whole missionary body in Korea has now

reached practical unanimity upon the question of the need of Bible work. Under date of
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November 8, 1902, the Secretary of the Canadian Presbyterian Mission writes that their Mission
also has unanimously approved the amended Constitution.

It would therefore be most unfortunate if the Bible Societies should complicate matters by
a failure to agree upon this Constitution and the plan for a Common Agent representing the three

Societies. We would therefore in behalf of the Committee representing all the Missions

respectfully lay before you these facts and most earnestly request your sanction to the

Constitution and your cooperation in Bible work in Korea under one agent.

Sincerely yours in the work,

Samuel A. Moffett

D.M. McRae (Special sub-committee)

Wilbur C. Swearer

(from the Library and Archives, Archives/Records Center, American Bible Society, New York,

New York)



Pyengyang, Korea December 15, 1902 Samuel A. Moffett

Rev. W.I, Haven, D.D., Secretary, American Bible Society, New York, New York

Dear Dr. Haven:

The enclosed communication explains itself and 1 sincerely hope it may lead to your

Society’s sanction of the proposed Constitution. The Amendment proposed by your Society as

adopted September 4, 1902 reached us too late to be considered in our meeting of September

17
,h

.

The differences, however, are in important matters only two, those of Article II and

Article IV, Section 2. And I trust they may not seem important enough to prevent the American

Bible Society from cooperation under a Constitution upon which all in Korea have been able to

unite.

Personally I think your Article II preferable to the one we have adopted. Your suggestion

that the Committee elect the agent is however one I should be loath to see adopted. The agent

should represent the Societies, not the Committee, although of course the Societies would seek to

select a man who would be satisfactory to the Committee. At all events, I hope you will sanction

this and leave for future discussion any amendments w'hich you may wish to introduce later on.

We all especially desire to see the three Societies represented here w ith but one agent and

this Constitution will secure that much-to-be-desired condition.

Grateful for your cooperation with us in the past and looking forward to even richer

blessings in our work together in the future.

Sincerely yours in the work,

Samuel A. Moffett

(from the Library and Archives, Archives/Records Center, American Bible Society, New' York,

New' York)



New York, New York December 24, 1 902 Frank Field Ellinwood

Personal

Hon. H.N. Allen

U.S. Minister

Seoul, Korea

My Dear Doctor:

I have read your communications recently made to my colleague. Dr. Brown [Arthur
Judson Brown] in regard to various encroachments on our treaty rights on the part of the

Government through officials of Pyeng Yang. 1 write you not by official authority but as an old

friend, to thank you personally for what you have done and are doing in this case, as in others

that have gone before.

It seems important that the nations of the East should learn that the United States

Government claims respect and courtesy equal to that accorded to other nations. We have just

had a delegation of missionaries and college professors representing our educational work and
that of the American Board [American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions] in the

Turkish Empire. Together with representatives of our Boards here at home, they have appeared
before the State Department in Washington, and personally before the President, stating that

rights concerning schools, etc. in the Turkish Empire, which the Sultan had been compelled to

accord to the French, and which afterwards had been claimed by Russia, Germany and Italy, and

had been granted to them, also, were denied American citizens and the interests which they

represent.

The President and Secretary of State expressed a deep interest and a determined spirit in

the matter, and we are hoping substantial results will follow. The nations of the East have

learned to place a somewhat higher estimate upon American prestige and power in the last two or

three years, but there is room for improvement still, and I am very glad that you arc doing so

much to educate the Korean Government in matters relating to our rights. We are anxious, of
course, that our missionaries shall not make any preposterous demands, and I think that the

conservative spirit of the Presbyterian Board is sometimes as you seem to realize yourself, much
wiser than the representations of some other denominations [with representatives] in the East; but

up to a certain point, that particularly of claiming equal rights with citizens of our Government
engaged in secular pursuits, we are in favor of a strong and resolute stand. We are not scheming
for territorial possessions, nor for arbitrary power, but it seems necessary to insist that people

shall not be pounded and otherwise persecuted simply because they are associated with our

missionaries. The building of that palace at Pyeng Yang will, 1 fear, involve many hardships to

our native Christians. God grant that the blast of persecution may not overcome their faith.

You will have learned ere this that our friend. Dr. Brown, has been lying ill for nearly

seven weeks with typhoid fever. The fever how ever, is now' broken, and it only remains for him

to remain quiet and regain his wonted strength. He has been under high pressure ever since he

returned from his long journey, and in fact was under higher pressure w hile absent. His reports

cost him an immense amount of labor super-added to the fatigues of travel, consultations, etc.,

etc. We are very' grateful for his restoration. We are also grateful to you for your kind offices in
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behalf of our work in Korea.

You will have heard of the action of the Korean Mission in regard to the return of Dr.

Irvin, and of the action also of the Board in reference thereto. The matter was put to us in such

shape that the Board could do nothing different from the action taken. We only hope that all

pacific influence will be exerted for the peace and prosperity of the Mission.

With kind regards to Mrs. Allen, 1 remain.

Very sincerely yours,

F.F. Ellinwood

per M.

(from the Presbyterian Historical Society microfilm reel #283, Vol. 242, letter #67)



Pyengyang Korea December 30, 1902 Mrs. W.L. Swallen

[Excerpts from a letter unadressed and unsigned]

We had a very happy Christmas. The community met at our house Christmas
Eve at 4 o'clock. We had a cold supper with hot coffee. The ladies sent in the food so I

had only a little to prepare. We had bread and butter, salad, veal-loaf, cake and fruit

salad, salted nuts and candy - all home made candy. We had two little tables for the 17
children. After supper all the tables and stands were cleared away. The children were
seated in front of the little platform we had in our dining room with a screen and flag

bunting for the decoration. Then the grown-folks sat back of the children, who all spoke
pieces, dialogues, and sang songs. They did splendidly, too. The closing song was
“The Wonderful Tree”, when they all marched into my bedroom where I had a tree. As
they closed the song the doorbell rang and in came old Santa Claus with a great big

pack. Mr. Lee was Santa. We had planned to have only a few presents for the
children. The school-children had made little gifts at school for all the parents and
others, so they helped in decorations. Before 8 p.m. all were gone home and we were
ready to go to bed. It took us all the next day to get the house cleaned up and things

put back. Of course I did not hurry, and the servants went to the Christmas services at

the church. I was really tired enough to rest, for it had taken a lot of work to get
everything ready.

Christmas night prayer-meeting was held at Mr. Hunt's, so we went there.

Saturday p.m. our community was surprised and saddened by the death of Dr. Rankin,
a secretary of the Southern Board of Foreign Missions. He came to the East to visit

missions and mission work last summer. He had cholera in China, and recovered from
it after a long sickness. Then he came to Korea, to Pyeng Yang to stay only a few days;
he came on Wednesday and was to leave on Monday but the boat he was going on
burned just outside of Chemulpo, so he did not come, of course. While he was waiting
he was stricken with pneumonia and died last Saturday [December 27th], one week ago
tomorrow. He was buried here in the foreign cemetery on Monday p.m. He was the
guest of Mr. and Mrs. Moffett. The whole community did all they could for him. He had
a most frail constitution, and over-did himself. He was a very large strong-looking man
of about 60, and little did we think he was so frail. Mrs. Moffett did not know it until after

he was taken sick. Then he told her how many times he had been sick, and how much
he had suffered through his life. Our whole community was so taken with him from the

first. I do not think we ever had a person visit our station who more rejoiced in the

success of the work and was as great a blessing to us all. The last sermon he
preached was on Dec. 1 4, to our little community from Luke 11:13.

(from the Samuel Hugh Moffett collection of Samuel Austin Moffett papers)






